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BY NANCY MOYER
SPECIAL TO THE MONITOR

Art is waiting to abduct you. 
Once inside the Clark Gallery 

at the International Museum of 
Art & Science, “Imagined Worlds: 
Exploring the Carlos Melguizo 
Collection” will hold your attention 
with a fi rm grip. 

This exhibition of international 
artworks speaks of imaginative 
and insightful places within 
mankind’s realities. Philanthropist, 
art collector, and artist Carlos 

Melguizo has assembled a few 
of his own creative works along 
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‘I LOVE YOU AMY’ BY GABRIEL GARZA

‘THE MASK FIRST’ BY RAFAEL CORONEL

<< ‘SAVE 
IT FOR A 
RAINY DAY’ 
BY CARLOS 
MELGUIZO
>> 
‘ALLEGORY 
OF 
CASTAS’ 
BY 
FERNANDO 
GUEVARA

Collector’s

‘Imagined Worlds: 
Exploring the Carlos 
Melguizo Collection’

WHERE: International 
Museum of Art & Science, 
1900 Nolana Ave., McAllen

WHEN: Through Feb. 27, 
2022

HOURS: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 2 to 5 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday

CONTACT: (956) 681-2800 
or theimasonline.org

COST: General admission 
applies

World
THE

Carlos Melguizo has 
an educated eye and 
receptive mind for art 
that has a lot to tell
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with a selection from 
his impressive private 
collection.

He describes his 
collection as works that 
have meaning within our 
being and spirit. 

“You know, art is 
subjective, it has to move 
me, intrigue me, provoke 
me,” he said.

The remarkable works 
in this exhibition certainly 
demonstrate that power. 
“Imagined Worlds: 
Exploring the Carlos 
Melguizo Collection” was 
curated by Maria Elena 
Macias, associate dean 
of the UTRGV College of 
Fine Arts.

Metaphors have a place 
here. Melguizo’s painting 

of beloved clouds, “Save 
It for a Rainy Day,” serves 
as a metaphor for the 
collection. The trompe 
d’oeil image shows the 
illusion of a patch of 
realistically colored sky 
taped upon a black-
and-white version. It 
could be a window to 
the real world, but the 
tape imagery signifi es 
otherwise, and we are left 
with the reconsidered 
reality.

The human fi gure 
dominates this collection 
by representing inner 
thoughts or becoming 
the thought itself. “My 
Thoughts on Your Skin” 
by Armando Martinez 
serves as a metaphor for 
the artistic process of 
painters, resolving the 
magical transfer of the 
artist’s vision onto its 
obedient surface. The 

large painting by Gabriel 
Garza, “I love you Amy,” 
brilliantly portrays the 
feelings of romantic hope 

and its 
underlying 
insecurity. 
The 
styles of 
Surrealism 
and Magic 
Realism 
further 
weave the 

works in this collection 
together. Surrealism 
delves the unconscious 
and dream states, while 
Magic Realism portrays 
fantastical events in an 
otherwise realistic setting.

Human rights gain 
entrance with “Allegory 
of Castas” by Fernando 
Guevara. Guevara 
creates universes where 
characters coexist in a 
world parallel to the one 

we know. Incorporating 
18th-century styles, this 
painting is informed by 
Casta Painting. Castas, 
a term used in 17th and 
18th centuries Spanish 
America, described 
the mixed-race, post-
Conquest period people. 
Casta Paintings conveyed 
the perception that the 
more European you were, 
the closer to the top of the 
social and racial hierarchy 
you belonged. 

Also speaking of 
humanity’s dark side, 
José Luis Rodríguez 
Guerra’s “Carnations 
for My Love” depicts 
a misshapen matador 
offering carnations. The 
tense expression on his 
face belies an act of love 
or peace, as does the 

blood red area visually 
supporting his body. 
Does he question what 
he performed for our 
approval? Must love be 
conditional?

As a child, Melguizo’s 
tendency to collect 
manifested itself through 
the gathering of charms 
that he presented to 
his mother on special 
occasions. Later, as an 
established jeweler, 
he strung the charms 
together for her necklace, 
which is on display in 
the show. A few pieces of 
jewelry that he designed 
as a professional jeweler 
are also on display. 
Melguizo’s passion for 
owning fi ne art was 
sparked by a Salvador 
Dali exhibition, and 

the metaphysical world 
beyond the ordinary grew 
his collection. His own 
painting owes a nod to 
surrealist Rene Magritte.

These works extend our 
scope of understanding 
the human world 
around us by taking us 
somewhere beyond our 
usual thinking, serving 
as the windows through 
which we observe the 
worlds of their creators. 

“Imagined Worlds: 
Exploring the Carlos 
Melguizo Collection” is 
a grand experience and 
should not be missed.

Nancy Moyer, Professor 
Emerita of Art, is an art 

critic for The Monitor. She 
may be reached at

nmoyer@rgv.rr.com.
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‘PHILOSOPHER I AND PHILOSOPHER II’ BY THOM RAUSCHFUSS

‘CARNATIONS FOR MY LOVE’ BY JOSE LUIS RODRIGUEZ GUERRA
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Melguizo

COMMUNITY

Pictured at left are Esther Reyes and 
Margarita Martinez. Above are Katy Guerrero, 
Juanita Luna and Juan Silva. At right are Mary 
jane, Ellen, Roel, Sandra, Cassandra, Blanca 
and Angie.

ADC events
Nuestra Familia 4 Adult Day 

Care Center attended events 
at South Padre Island on July 
23. The staff hosted a raffl e 
for the event. A luncheon 
was provided. Entertainment 
was provided by a boombox.
Pictured at left are NF 4 staff 
and clients at South Padre 
Island. Below left are staff 
members Rafael, Gracie, 
Santa, Blanca, Sarai, Letty, 
Raul and Erik. Below right 
are Gracie, Roel, Sandra and 
Cassandra.
Courtesy photos

ONGOING 

Valley Newcomers Club meets
Are you new to the Rio Grande Valley? Ladies, Valley 

Newcomers is a club to meet new friends through 
fun outings and activities. Meetings are held the fi rst 
Monday of every month. For more information, contact 
Jan Pippitt at (720) 854-4855.

Forgotten Friends animal rescue
Forgotten Friends Texas Rescue RGV is a 501(c)3 

nonprofi t foster based rescue organization. Donations 
are needed to continue helping animals in the Rio 
Grande Valley to fi nd forever homes. If you can’t adopt, 
foster. If you can’t foster, sponsor. Volunteers and 
donations are always needed and welcomed. For more 
information call (956) 605-7004 or contact info@
forgottenfriends.org or visit forgotten-friends.org.

Al-Anon meetings held weekly
Al-Anon meetings are held at 8 p.m. Mondays at 

First Presbyterian Church, 709 S. Iowa Ave., Weslaco. 
Hope for Teens Alateen for ages 9 to 18 years (closed 
meeting) meets at 8 p.m. Mondays.

TIFA-RGV support
TIFA (Texas Inmate Families Association)-Rio Grande 

Valley Chapter’s mission is to strengthen families 
through support, education and advocacy. Meetings 
are held every third Friday of the month at Calvary 
Baptist Church, 1600 Harvey Drive in McAllen. TIFA also 
provides parole workshops, as well as online resources 
for our members. If you or someone you know is 
affected by having a loved one incarcerated in the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) there is support 
in your local community including monthly support 
meetings, speakers and assistance in navigating the 
web of having a loved one that is incarcerated. For 
information, call Iris Gomez at (956) 280-0951 or 
(512) 371-0900 or visit www.tifa.org.

Local child support offi ces volunteers
Area residents are asked to volunteer their time at 

the Attorney General’s child support fi eld offi ce in Pharr. 
Volunteers are needed from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to perform a variety of duties, including 
data entry, fi ling and assisting attorneys and child 
support offi cers. Potential volunteers may call (956) 
992-7531 to reach Regional Outreach Coordinator 
Guadalupe Leal.


