
INCREASING 
DIVERSITY IN 
RESEARCH

CURRICULUM

Year One
•  Complete the basic core coursework in 

integrated biomedical sciences

•  Complete three, six-week rotations in  

different laboratories

•  Complete preliminary examination

•  Select research track and mentor to  

begin research

Year Two
•  Complete track-specific courses

• Form a dissertation committee

•  Complete research proposal

•  May present research at the Rush Research

 Forum

•  Complete comprehensive exam

Advanced Years
•  Complete electives

•  Attend progress meetings with dissertation 

committee

•  Present at local/national conferences

•  Submit a manuscript for publication

•  Complete dissertation and public defense

GET TO KNOW RUSH UNIVERSITY
Located in Chicago, Rush University is one of 

the nation’s leading academic health centers for 

research and health profession education. Its  

supportive learning environment, leadership  

and research opportunities, and focus on  

community service help create an atmosphere  

of innovation and inspiration.

OUR PROMISE
The mission of The Graduate College at Rush 

University is to promote and assure excellence 

in research education and mentoring programs 

responsible for training outstanding and diverse 

candidates in the basic and clinical sciences.  

The translation of bench research to the clinic  

is the primary focus of all programs.

Our promise is to help students develop into  

individuals who can formulate appropriate  

research questions, organize and test  

hypotheses, and apply research results  

to biomedical and clinical solutions.

THE GRADUATE COLLEGE  
AT RUSH UNIVERSITY
Armour Academic Center

600 S. Paulina St., Suite 438

Chicago, IL 60612

(312) 942-3589

gc_admissions@rush.edu

www.rushu.rush.edu/gradcol 

Rush is a not-for-profit health care, education and research  
enterprise comprising Rush University Medical Center,  

Rush University, Rush Oak Park Hospital and Rush Health.



COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS

Based in the heart of one of the country’s  

most diverse cities, The Graduate College at  

Rush University is committed to increasing the  

presence of underrepresented minorities in  

biomedical research.

The Rush Initiative to Maximize Student  

Development (Rush IMSD) is a federally funded 

program from the National Institute of General 

Medical Sciences. Rush IMSD complements  

rigorous scientific training with professional  

skill development activities to help candidates  

manage the demands of a PhD program and  

prepare for productive careers after graduation.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

•  Be part of the PhD in Integrated Biomedical 

Sciences Program at Rush

•  Receive classical training in scientific inquiry  

and relevant skills for the research workforce

•  Gain crucial professional development in time 

management, conflict resolution, financial  

responsibility and job interviewing, to name  

a few

•  Small faculty-to-student ratio ensures a  

supportive environment through graduation  

and your research career

•  Aligns students with rich mentoring,  

intervention, and continuous evaluation 

throughout the program 

•  Open to permanent residents and U.S. citizens 

of African-American, Hispanic, Native American 

and Pacific Islander descent

FINANCIAL AID AND TUITION

Rush IMSD students will be provided with a  

competitive stipend and tuition benefits for  

the first two years of matriculation. Benefits  

guaranteed to continue for subsequent years, 

based on academic good standing, through  

traditional support mechanisms. Package details 

will be communicated upon admission. To  

apply for additional financial aid, please visit  

our website at www.rushu.rush.edu/gradcol.

ADMISSIONS

Priority deadline for admissions is Jan. 1.  

Final deadline is March 1.

All students must have earned (or be currently 

earning) a bachelor’s degree from an accredited 

institution.

• Online application, statement of purpose  

and resume

• Three letters of recommendation are required 

(minimum of two should come from academic 

sources)

• GRE scores or an equivalent test (e.g., MCAT, 

DAT, PCAT or other equivalent exam in the  

sciences)

• Official transcripts from each college or university 

attended. Applicants who hold a degree outside 

of the U.S. must submit a formal course-by-

course evaluation of their transcripts by ECE

• Applicants whose native language is not English 

and who do not hold a U.S. bachelor’s degree 

must submit TOEFL scores

• Competitive PhD applicants will be asked to  

interview with a member of the admissions  

committee

INITIATIVE TO MAXIMIZE STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

“ Success in any field is often a reflection  

 of the diverse ideas that we bring to  

 the table.” 

 –  Lena Al-Harthi, PhD, Professor, Rush IMSD  

   Program Director, and Associate Chair of the  

   Department of Immunology and Microbiology 


