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BY LAURA B. MARTINEZ
STAFF WRITER

With hot and dry condi-
tions expected this summer 
and a growing population in 
Texas, the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas, 
or ERCOT, is anticipating 
record-breaking demands 
for electricity.

However, the council 
does not anticipate emer-
gency conditions to occur 
such as what happened dur-
ing the winter freeze in 
February that left nearly 
70% of customers serviced 
by ERCOT without electric-
ity for days. 

ERCOT is identifying 
low-probability, high-impact 
situations similar to the 
February event in its sea-
sonal assessments, to ensure 
all market participants and 
government officials have a 
comprehensive view into 
market conditions, ERCOT 
stated in a press release. 
This will allow the market to 
more fully plan and prepare 
for even the most remote 
possibility.

ERCOT also announced 
plans to visit selected 
power plants across the 
state to review summer 
weatherization plans. While 
plant visits have occurred 

in the past for winter weath-
erization, this is the first 
time officials will visit 
plants for summer.

“While the risk for emer-
gency conditions remains 
low this summer based on 
many of the scenarios stud-
ied, a combination of factors 
in real time, including 
record demand, high ther-
mal generation outages and 
low wind/solar output could 
result in tight grid
conditions,” said Woody 
Rickerson, ERCOT’s vice 
president of Grid Planning 
and Operations. 

BY LAURA B. MARTINEZ
STAFF WRITER

The University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley 
returns to in-person com-
mencement after the 
COVID-19 pandemic left 

the university with no 
option last year but to 
hold virtual 2020 gradua-
tion ceremonies.

The Spring Class of 
2021 graduations will 
take place on Friday and 
Saturday at both the 

Brownsville and 
Edinburg campuses.

The ceremony is limit-
ed to graduates and four 
guests. All event attendees 
will be required to prac-
tice social distancing and 
wear facial coverings or 

mask as per the campus’ 
COVID-19 guidelines.

More than 3,100 grad-
uates are expected to 
take the stage on both 
campuses.
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Raise Your Hand Texas, a 
public education advocacy 
group, called on local lead-
ers Thursday to wisely use 
their share of supplemental 
federal education funds 
released by the state for the 
good of Rio Grande Valley 
school children as they 
recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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SpaceX pulled it off Wednesday 
afternoon, finally launching and 
landing a full-size Starship proto-
type without an explosion of
any sort.
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Sifting through a shovel load of 
dirt in a suburban backyard, 
Michael Raupp and Paula 
Shrewsbury find their quarry: a 
cicada nymph. 

The coronavirus pandemic forced 
students out of the classroom 
and starkly revealed how learn-
ing difficulties, distractions and 
challenging home dynamics can 
make it tough to adhere to a 
rigid curriculum. 
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BY STEVE CLARK
STAFF WRITER

Brownsville Mayor Trey 
Mendez is among 19 state and 
local Democratic officials 
selected to join a NewDEAL 
(Developing Exceptional 
American Leaders), a pro-
gressive, pro-growth network 
of leaders from across the 
nation. 

Mendez was the only Texas 
nominee to be tapped as part 
of the spring 2021 “class,” 
though the group’s nearly 200 
members include the mayors 
of three of Texas’ largest cit-
ies, El Paso, San Antonio and 
Austin, who Mendez described 
as colleagues and mentors. 
NewDEAL also features dis-
tinguished alumni such as for-
mer U.S. Rep. Stacey Abrams, 
U.S. Sen. Cory Booker and 
Pete Buttigieg, former mayor 
of South Bend, Ind., who now 
serves as U. S. Secretary of 
Transportation under the 
Biden Administration. 
(Booker and Buttigieg
were also 2020 presidential 
candidates). 

“You’ve got some people 
that have really made a differ-
ence over the last several 
years, and people who are 
going to continue to make a 
difference in this group,” 
Mendez said. 

Mendez said he feels hon-
ored and humbled to even be 
considered for membership 
in the progressive think tank, 
and that it only intensifies the 
spotlight on Brownsville. The 
organization was launched in 
2011 and caps its membership 
to 200 at any given time. 
Mendez said he’s met with his 
fellow NewDEALers a few 
times already, calling them a 
“good group of progressive, 
innovative leaders.”

“To have these conversa-
tions and to be able to share 
ideas and thoughts to me is 
something that’s going to 
make me a better leader, and 
something that’s going to con-
tinue to put our city in the 
forefront of the national con-
versation,” he said. 

Mendez 
tapped 
to join 

network
NewDEAL think 
tank recognizes 
rising leaders

BY NUBIA REYNA
STAFF WRITER

Brownsville women Natalia 
Davila and Sonya Rivera 
Montes are graduating this 
weekend from The University 

of Texas Rio Grande Valley and are 
ready to enter their next chapter in life 
to pursue a career in medicine.

Davila is graduating with a 
Bachelor’s of Biomedical Sciences and 
will continue her education this fall 
when she starts Medical School at The 
University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston. She decided to pursue a 
career in medicine after seeing a loved 
one fight breast cancer.

STRIVING
FOR MORE
Two local women graduate, set to pursue careers in medicine

MIGUEL ROBERTS/THE BROWNSVILLE HERALD

Above: Natalia Davila wears her cap and gown Thursday in Brownsville. Below: Sonya Rivera Montes at the Medical 
Education Building on Wednesday in Edinburg. 
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UTRGV commencement ceremonies begin Friday

Record electric demand expected this summer

DAVID J. PHILLIP/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Power lines fade into the distance on Feb. 16 in Houston.
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SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!

FIGHTING FOR YOUR

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  
Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office:
Broward County, FL.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.

You Could Be Eligible To Receive:

Steady monthly income
depending on your paid 
in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed from 
back-pay

Annual cost of living 
increases

$

Need help Getting
Social Security
Disability Benefits?

We can help!

• We simplify the process & strive 
   for quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and 
   takes only minutes to complete

We can help!

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

“We cannot control the 
weather or forced genera-
tion outages, but we are 
prepared to deploy the 
tools that are available to 
us to maintain a reliable 
electric system,” he said. 
“We hope this report helps 
market participants pre-
pare to assist the grid if 
needed.”

Severe weather condi-
tions in February nearly 
cost the electrical grid to 
collapse. Temperatures 
around the state were 
either freezing or below 
freezing. Rolling black-
outs and power outages 
lasted more than an hour 
in many sections across 
Texas.

Texans were left to 
fend for themselves, try-
ing to stay warm, trying to 
keep food in their refrig-
erators from spoiling and 
trying to find gasoline for 
their vehicles. The Texas 
Health and Human 
Services Department in a 
statistical report stated 
the deaths of at least 100 
individuals were linked to 
the winter freeze.

To everyone’s surprise 

on April 13, ERCOT 
requested that custom-
ers throughout Texas 
conserve electricity due 
to high generation out-
ages and higher than 
expected demand for 
electricity.

ERCOT at that time 
said the state was current-
ly in Energy Emergency 
Alert (EEA) 1 status, 
which occurs when 
reserves dip to a critical 
level and conservation is 
urged to ensure normal 
electrical operations.

Following ERCOT’s 
request, Brownsville 
Public Utilities Board 
requested that residential 
and commercial custom-
ers voluntarily conserve 
electricity until ERCOT 
announced that conditions 
had returned to normal. 

On April 14, ERCOT 
said although officials 
anticipated tight grid con-

ditions it was not asking
customers to conserve
electricity. The average
temperatures in April
were in the 80s.

The National Weather
Service in Brownsville
released its May-July 2021
outlook that stated that
drought conditions could
continue into the month of
July and that there would
be above average temper-
atures in South Texas.

ERCOT anticipates
there will be enough gen-
eration to meet the sum-
mer 2021 peak demand of
77,144 MW. Based on this
forecast, “the ERCOT
region will have a 15.7 %
reserve margin this sum-
mer season.” The current
system-wide peak demand
record for ERCOT is
74,820 set Aug. 12, 2019.

lmartinez
@brownsvilleherald.com

The graduations begin 
at 8 a.m. Friday at the 
Edinburg campus parking 
lot E16.

The ceremonies are as 
scheduled:

 8 a.m. — College of 
Fine Arts and College of 
Education and P-16 
Integration 

 10:30 a.m. — School of 
Nursing and College of 
Health Professions 

 1:30 p.m. — College of 
Engineering and Computer 

Science and Robert 
C. Vackar College of 
Business and 
Entrepreneurship 

 5 p.m. — School of 
Social Work, College of 
Sciences and Mathematics 
and Science Academy 

 7:30 p.m. – College of 
Liberal Arts

The ceremonies will 
resume on Saturday at the 
Brownsville Campus park-
ing lot B3.

The ceremonies are 
scheduled as:

 8 a.m. — College of 
Engineering & Computer 
Science; College of Education 
and P-16 Integration; Robert 
C. Vackar College of Business 

and Entrepreneurship;
College of Sciences; and
Mathematics and Science
Academy.

 10:30 a.m. — School of
Nursing; School of Social
Work; College of Fine Arts;
College of Health
Professions; and College of
Liberal Arts.

 6 p.m. — School of
Medicine

For more information on
the ceremony and how to
watch in online, visit https://
www.utrgv.edu/commence-
ment/ceremonies/spring-
2021-commencement.

lmartinez
@brownsvilleherald.com

NewDEAL said the net-
work’s members are 
“working to enact pro-
growth, progressive solu-
tions in a diverse array of 
communities,” and that its 
leaders are chosen for their 
“unwavering commitment 
to expanding opportunity.” 
Mendez and his fellow 

members will build on the 
work of NewDEAL alumni 
in areas such as of educa-
tion, climate change, 
affordable housing, child 
care, broadband access, 
entrepreneurship, mass 
transit and the social safety 
net, said the organization.

Mendez said NewDEAL 
was keenly interested in 
what’s going on in 
Brownsville in terms of “new 
space” and improving broad-
band access to residents.

“They’re particularly 

interested in seeing all the
progress we’ve made in tak-
ing ourselves off the least-
connected list and the
strides we’ve made in that
over the last year and a
half,” he said. “And now that
we’re kind of starting to see
the light at the end of the
tunnel on eliminating the
digital divide, that’s going to
be a huge deal for our city.
To make it happen is a top
priority for me certainly.”

sclark@brownsvilleherald.com
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“We cannot control the weather or forced 
generation outages, but we are prepared 
to deploy the tools that are available to us 
to maintain a reliable electric system.”

Woody Rickerson
ERCOT’s vice president of Grid Planning and Operations

“I saw one of my closest 
relatives fight breast can-
cer. And for me, that was 
very touching,” she said. “I 
not only got to see what a 
doctor can do, but also the 
patient side and how it can 
be very difficult for them.”

Born in Brownsville and 
raised in Matamoros, 
Davila’s journey has not 
been an easy one. As an 
immigrant and first gener-
ation, she said even though 
it has been challenging at 
times, this has made her 
grow a lot faster and has 
made her more mature.

“I immigrated with my 
sisters only, so they are my 
mentors,” she said. “When I 
went through high school 
and college I would always 
ask them for advice. It has 
been interesting.”

During her undergrad-
uate career, Davila did an 
internship at Baylor 
College of Medicine 
where she helped with 
research. She said some-
times she would doubt 
herself and suffer from 
imposter syndrome. 

“I did have some impos-
tor syndrome when I went 
to internships. I would 
think ‘I am one of the only 
immigrants here, Mexican, 
female pursuing this’ but, 
you also have to see the 
opposite side of it: That you 
have pretty unique experi-
ences and that’s what 
makes you a good candi-

date,” she said. 
When asked about her 

future plans, she said one 
of her biggest dreams is to 
be part of Doctors Without 
Borders since she would 
like to help underserved 
communities.

“I don’t know the spe-
cialty, but I do know that I 
want to help underserved 
communities. Like the 
Valley, or third-world coun-
tries,” she said. “I had the 
opportunity to go to Peru, 
so, I saw the health dispari-
ties that affect the patients 
directly. I was very impact-
ed by that.”

Rivera Montes will be 
graduating as a Medical 
Doctor from UTRGV 
Medical School this week-
end and will start her resi-
dency at Doctors Hospital 
at Renaissance. She was 
inspired to study medi-
cine after seeing many 
patients undergo chemo-
therapy and radiation 
treatments as a physician 
assistant. After losing a 
loved one to cancer, she 
knew she had to become a 
medical doctor. 

“My personal life expe-
riences and after practic-
ing as physician assistant 
for a couple years I had the 
desire to expand my medi-
cal knowledge,” she said. 
“This became a personal 
goal of mine so I decided to 
pursue and embark on this 
journey of becoming an 
MD (medical doctor.) I am 
so thankful for this journey 
as I feel I have grown so 
much both personally and 
professionally.”

Rivera Montes said it 

was important for her to
stay in the Rio Grande
Valley to complete her edu-
cation. She said the sense of
camaraderie among the
residents and the team at
the hospital is unique.

“I was also born and
raised in the Valley and
would be delighted to con-
tinue my residency train-
ing in my community,”
she said. “Staying in the
RGV will allow me the
opportunity to live near
family, friends and most
importantly serve my
community.”

Rivera Montes became
a mother while attending
medical school. She said
her 9-month-old baby girl
named Andreya was her
main motivation and
inspired her to push
through it all. 

She said even though
being pregnant during
medical school was chal-
lenging to say the least, she
is so thankful for her sup-
port system. She thanks
her husband for being her
rock and encouragement
and her family and friends
for all the advice as a new
parent.

“To all the Latina girls
who have a dream of
becoming a physician one
day, my advice is to never
give up. All your hard work,
persistence and determina-
tion to succeed will pay
off,” she said.

“Seek help from your
premed advisors or find a
mentor. ¡Sí se puede!”

nreyna
@brownsvilleherald.com

BY NICOLE WINFIELD 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ROME — An eclectic 
mix of participants are 
taking part in a unique 
three-day Vatican confer-
ence on COVID-19, other 
global health threats and 
how science, solidarity and 
spirituality can address 
them.

Along with Pope 
Francis, the event includes 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, sopra-
no Renee Fleming, the 
CEOs of Pfizer and 
Moderna and the lead gui-
tarist of Aerosmith.

The conference, which 
began Thursday and ends 
Saturday with a virtual 
audience with the pope, 
was planned well before 
the pandemic erupted last 
year. Organizers say it 
has only taken on more 
relevance amid a growing 
appreciation of the need 
for global access to health 
care, new advances in 
vaccine technology and 
greater understanding of 
the mental health cost of 
loneliness.

Fauci, who is leading 
the U.S. pandemic 
response, told the online 
conference in recorded 
remarks Thursday that 
the pandemic had con-
firmed to him that faith 
and science are constantly 
evolving — and that scien-
tists in particular must 
humbly admit they don’t 
have all the answers all the 
time. 

One answer Fauci said 
he did have was that the 
key to overcoming cur-
rent vaccine hesitancy is 
pairing the right medical 
message with the right 
messenger.

“You have someone 
who’s a deeply religious 
person who will listen to 
their clergy. That’s differ-
ent than me with a suit 
going into an area telling 
people to do something,” 
he said. 

He was referring to the 
religiously inspired resis-
tance to taking COVID-19 
vaccines that were indi-
rectly developed using 
lines of cells derived from 
aborted fetuses. The 

Vatican has declared that 
all COVID-19 vaccines are 
not only morally licit, but 
that people have a moral 
responsibility to get the 
jabs to protect others. 

Fauci is opening the 
multidisciplinary confer-
ence, which was originally 
scheduled to take place at 
the Vatican in May 2020 
but was postponed a year 
and eventually put online 
due to the pandemic. 

The virtual format, 
though, has allowed for an 
even greater variety of 
participants. 

A Harvard neuroscien-
tist is leading a conversa-
tion about brain health and 
rock stars with Aerosmith 
guitarist Joe Perry. 
Soprano Fleming is partic-
ipating in a panel discus-
sion on the role of music in 
treating cardiac patients. 
Supermodel Cindy 
Crawford has a slot to talk 
about “beauty from the 
inside out,” and Chelsea 
Clinton is teaming up with 
an Italian public health 
official to promote equal 
access to health care.

PATRICK SEMANSKY/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, speaks 
during a press briefing April 13 at the White House in Washington, D.C.

Vatican conference features 
Fauci, Francis and Aerosmith

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A 
federal judge has tempo-
rarily stayed an order 
that found the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention exceeded its 
authority when it 
imposed a federal evic-
tion moratorium to help 
stop the spread of the 
coronavirus.

The stay, issued late 

Wednesday by a federal 
judge in Washington, 
came after the Justice 
Department filed an 
emergency appeal in the 
case. The administrative 
stay means there will be 
no immediate impact on 
the ban, which was 
extended in March to go 
through the end of June. 

The judge said issu-
ing the stay was not 
based on the merits of 

the Justice Department’s 
argument but instead is 
meant to give the court 
time to consider the 
motion and any poten-
tial opposition.

Opponents of the 
moratorium, including 
the National Association 
of Realtors, welcomed 
the judge’s initial ruling 
and said the solution 
was rental assistance, 
not a ban on evictions.

Judge temporarily stays ruling 
in eviction moratorium case


