
From: Office of the Vice President for Student Success [mailto:studentsuccess@UTRGV.EDU]  
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2016 11:25 AM 
To: EMPLOYEES@LISTSERV.UTRGV.EDU 
Subject: Student Success Highlights - office hours, prerequisites, and more 

 

 
 

Student Success is working closely with faculty and staff on many initiatives – developing academic 

internship and service learning resources, core curriculum development, building dual credit opportunities 

for high achieving high school students, better supporting student veterans, developing educational 

programs to prevent sexual assault, and the list goes on and on.  We want your ideas, your concerns, and 

your input!  Drop me an email (kristin.croyle@utrgv.edu), give me a call (665-2147), or stop by and see 

me during my upcoming open office hours: 

 

Brownsville Campus 

Thursday, April 7 

10:00-11:30 

LHSB 2.402 

Edinburg Campus 

Thursday, April 14 

1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

STAC 2.122 

 

As always, if you have questions you can’t find the answer to, please let us know at 

studentsuccess@utrgv.edu and we’ll find an answer for you!  Thank you for all that you do to support our 

UTRGV students! 

 

Kristin Croyle 
Vice President for Student Success 

 
Highlights 

 

 Student Food Pantry and Hunger Awareness 

 

Did you know that as many as 1 in 6 UTRGV students may experience food insecurity?  UTRGV sponsors a 

Student Food Pantry in Brownsville (Cortez 239) and Edinburg (University Center 114) open afternoons Monday 

through Friday to provide food for students who are in need and to connect them to services available in the 

community. The food pantry depends on donations to continue operations.  Food donations are welcome, as are 

online monetary donations.  If you are interested in being trained as a “navigator” to help students enroll to 

receive services available in the community, please contact Dr. Michael Banegas for more information.  Also, 
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please join us for a forum entitled Hunger and Resilient Food Systems in the RGV, with guest speaker Dr. 

Jeremy Everett and a panel of experts, April 7 from 5:00-6:30 in Edinburg ITT 1.102 (livestream to Salon Cassia 

MAIN 2.402 in Brownsville). 

 

 Celebrate Your Student Employees 

 

The UTRGV Career Center encourages us all to express appreciation to our student employees during National 

Student Employment Week from April 10-16!  Student employees provide invaluable service to our campuses 

and we know that working on campus helps them to continue with their studies and to graduate.  During Student 

Employment Week, Career Services will sponsor professional development workshops for students on Monday, 

campus employment fairs on Tuesday (Brownsville) and Wednesday (Edinburg), and recognize the Student 

Employees of the Year on Thursday and Friday. For questions about National Student Employment Week, 

contact the Career Center at 882-5627 or 665-2243. 

 

 UTRGV Earth Fest 2016 

 

Our first UTRGV Earth Fest will be April 20-21 with symposia, activities, movies, and lots of interesting 

environmentally-oriented events.  Activities open to the entire UTRGV community will be offered from 12:00-2:00 

on the Union Lawn in Brownsville on April 20 and on the Quad in Edinburg on April 21.  For additional 

information, contact the Office of Sustainability at 665-3030. 

 
Calendar Items 
 
A more detailed academic calendar is now available online extending through Summer 2017. 
 

April 12 Distinguished Speakers Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, cofounders of 
Ben and Jerry’s Ice Cream  

April 13 Last day to drop or withdraw from classes 
April 18 Fall registration opens  

April 20-21 Earth Fest 2016 

April 21-23 Engaged Scholar Symposium  

May 5 Study Day (no class) 
May 5 Resilience Showcase (new date) 
May 6-12 Final Exams  

May 13-14 Commencement (13th in Brownsville, 14th in McAllen) 
May 16 Spring Semester Grades Due by 3:00 p.m. 
June 6 Summer I Semester Begins  

 
Questions Raised this Week 

 

 What is the status of prerequisites? 

 

When we launched UTRGV, complexities of the changes to the course inventory  took some time to program that 

affected prerequisite screening.  At the same time, student records were being double-checked so that the 

courses students had taken could be appropriately counted for prerequisite purposes.  Starting with registration 

for the Summer 2016 sessions which began just a few days ago, prerequisites were “turned on” to restrict 

students from registering for classes that they did not have the appropriate prerequisites for.  This was not a 

smooth process and required some quick manual and programming fixes this week.  Prerequisites should all 
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now be correct and will continue to be active when registration for Fall 2016 opens in a few weeks.  If 

departments notice any continuing problems with prerequisite screening, please contact the Registrar’s Office at 

scheduling@utrgv.edu with the specific course and prerequisite that is a continuing concern. 

 

 Is there going to be a summer commencement ceremony for UTRGV? 

 

Full commencement ceremonies for UTRGV are only planned for December and May.  No August 

commencement is planned.  Of course students can complete their degrees and receive a diploma at the time 

they complete their last required course, whether or not a formal commencement ceremony occurs!  Summer 

2016 degree completion candidates who are within 6 hours of graduating and are enrolled in those classes for 

summer will be allowed to participate in the May 2016 commencement ceremony if they would like to. 

 

 How do undergraduate students make an appointment for advising? 

 

The Academic Advising Center began its outreach in January to encourage undergraduate students to come in 

early to visit with an advisor in preparation for summer and fall registration. Our staff have been hard at work, 

hosting over 5000 student appointments since then. For those students who haven’t signed up yet though, 

there’s still time. Instructions on how to make an appointment can be found on our website.  We also offer 10-

minute walk-in sessions for quick questions. 
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