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Why We Ask

The census asks questions that provide a snap-

 • Determine how many seats your state gets 

 •
funding is distributedto states and communi-

 •

POPULATION COUNT (NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE LIVING OR STAYING)

We ask this question to collect an accurate 
count of the number of people at each address 

census results determine how many seats your 

use census counts to draw boundaries for dis-
-

ANY ADDITIONAL PEOPLE LIVING OR 
STAYING

and in the right place according to where they 

we ask this question to ensure that everyone 

We ask about whether a home is owned 
or rented to create statistics about 

rates serve as an indicator of the nation’s econ-
omy and help in administering housing pro-

PHONE NUMBER

We ask for a phone number in case we need to 

and will only contact you if needed for offcial 
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NAME

We ask for names to ensure everyone in the 

person in the household helps respondents 
-

holds where a respondent may forget who was 

SEX

We ask about the sex of each person to cre-

data about sex are used in planning and fund-

other government programs and policies to 
ensure they fairly and equitably serve the needs 

against discrimination in government programs 

AGE AND DATE OF BIRTH

We ask about age and date of birth to under-
stand the size and characteristics of diferent age 

to plan and fund government programs that 
provide assistance or services for specific age 

-

regula. tions and policies against age discrimina-

ORIGIN

Latino or Spanish origin to create statistics 

this question are needed by federal agencies 
to monitor compliance with antidiscrimination 

RACE

We ask about a person’s race to create statistics 
about race and to present other statistics by 

are needed by federal agencies to monitor com-

as under the Voting Rights Act and the Civil 

WHETHER A PERSON LIVES OR STAYS 
SOMEWHERE ELSE

in the right place according to where they live 

ask this question to ensure individuals are not 

RELATIONSHIP

We ask about the relationship of each person 
in a household to one central person to create 

and funding government programs that provide 


