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GLOBAL BORDERS: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BORDER STUDIES

The Fourth International Conference on Border Studies is sponsored by The 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley and the following Special Interest Groups: 
Health, Human Behavior and Methodological and Sociocultural  Processes from the 
Autonomous University of Tamaulipas (UAT), the Migration and Regional 
Development of the Autonomous University of Sinaloa (UAS), the Research College 
of the Northern Border (Colegio de la Frontera Norte), Human Activity Lab from the 
University of Seville (Universidad de Sevilla), and the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of 
Latin American Studies from the University of Texas at Austin.
 
Our goal is to generate a space for exchange of research and socialization among 
those interested in issues related to global borders around the world.
 
We encourage papers that consider any global border as well as theoretical papers 
on the ideology of borders more generally and how borders and borderlands help 
us understand broader global issues.
 
The proximity to the border of our locations in Mexico and the US is a special 
opportunity for scholars and researchers from the US and Mexico to collaborate in a 
unique geographic region on the important and timely issues related to borders.  
We aim to encourage working together across borders to find solutions to some of 
the most important economic, social, and ecological problems we face today.
 
Professors, researchers, students, and the general public interested in Border 
Studies topics are invited to participate in this two day conference:

CONFERENCE OVERVIEW

Mexico  - Thursday, October 24, 2019 at the Auditorium of the Multidisciplinary 
Academic Unit of the Universidad Autónoma de Tamaulipas Matamoros and the 
Auditorium of the Research College of the Northern Border.                                                          
United States - Friday, October 25, 2019 at the Edinburg campus of The University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Stierl is currently a Leverhulme 
Early Career Fellow at the University 
of Warwick, United Kingdom. He 
was a Visiting Assistant Professor in 
Comparative Border Studies at the 
University of California, Davis until 
2017. His work emphasizes migrant 
resistance and resilience in Europe. 
His recent publication is titled, Migrant 
Resistance in Contemporary Europe 
(London: Routledge, 2019).Maurice Stierl, Ph.D.

GLOBAL BORDERS: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BORDER STUDIES

Dr. Stierl's research focuses on migration and border struggles in contemporary Europe and is 
broadly situated in the disciplines of International Relations, International Political Sociology, and 
Migration, Citizenship & Border Studies. Some of his work has appeared in the journals Antipode, 
Globalizations, Citizenship Studies, Movements, Global Society, Spheres, Transas, and elsewhere. 
He is an editor of the journal Citizenship Studies, and a member of the activist 
project WatchTheMed Alarm Phone as well as the research collectives Kritnet, MobLab, 
and Authority & Political Technologies.
 
His Leverhulme-funded research project is entitled: ‘The EU’s contested forms of Border 
Governance in the Mediterranean Sea’. During his fellowship, he will investigate emerging forms of 
EU border governance in the Mediterranean Sea, which evolve in conflictual processes, often 
situated between humanitarian rescue logics and the enactment of migrant deterrence. The 
Mediterranean constitutes a focal point and laboratory of EU border governance, and, arguably, it 
is here that changes in migration policies have their most immediate and consequential effects. In 
2016, we witnessed multiple large-scale shipwrecks leading to the highest recorded death toll in 
the history of Mediterranean migration, with more than 5,000 fatalities. His research, situated both 
in European and North African contexts, will examine how human movements and their 
governance shape this contested political space. Analyzing processes of and struggles over 
migration will advance an understanding of the role of the EU in maritime border regions, the 
practices and strategies of migration as well as the interventions of third parties, such as 
international organisations, NGOs, and activist groups. Exploring the interconnectivities of these 
actors and the struggles between them within the ‘force field’ of the Mediterranean will provide 
novel insights into this borderzone.
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We have chosen a broad theme of “Global Borders: Resistance and Resilience” for 
this year’s conference. The theme encourages a focus on the ways in which 
individuals, communities, and institutions in any place can and do significantly 
challenge and resist borders as well as policies related to borders and migration. In 
addition, the idea of resilience encourages dialogue and presentation of research on 
the more subtle and every day ways in which people living on borders and crossing 
borders do and can more effectively, respond to the impact that borders have on 
their lives. The degree of resistance and resilience of individuals communities and 
institutions on borders has significant cultural, economic, political, health, and 
ecological implications.
 
The current world is seeing increasing migration and simultaneously strong 
resistance to the movement of migrants. In many cases frontier inhabitants and 
migrants face conditions of vulnerability, social marginalization, insecurity, 
discrimination, and exploitation, that seem difficult to overcome. However, despite 
such obstacles, communities and individuals not only resist and overcome them, 
but even come out stronger. Essential to Global Border Studies today is the 
coordination and articulation of efforts to contend with the challenges of resistance 
and resilience along borders. 
 

CONFERENCE THEME AND PANELS

GLOBAL BORDERS: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BORDER STUDIES

Economy
Politics
Context and Environment
Health
Migration
Resilience

This call for papers from The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley invites proposals 
for panels that will be held on October 25th, 2019 on the Edinburg campus of The 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. The panels will be on the following topics:
 

Resistance
Global Borders
Technology
Energy
Sociocultural Processes
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We welcome panel and paper proposals (500 words). Panel proposals are preferred. We 
also welcome poster submissions from graduate students. Posters should be 4 feet (48 
inch) wide and 3 feet (36 inch) high. 
 
Send proposals and a two page vitae in PDF format via email by April 15th, 2019.
 
Proposals can be submitted in Spanish.
 
Please submit proposals (and indicate on which panel topic your proposal fits) 
electronically by using the following link: 
http://www.utrgv.edu/oge/research-and-teaching/borderstudiesconf/call-for-papers
 
Only original work will be accepted. Research works that have been presented or 
published previously will be rejected. Each presenter can submit a maximum of two 
presentations.  We may accept two presentations from one presenter if we have space. 
Please limit the number of presenters for any given presentation to two. Submissions will 
be reviewed by a committee, and presenters will be notified via email by May 10th, 2019. 
Those accepted will be required to send in a 50 word Biography and 100 word Abstract 
by May 17th, 2019.
 
Please direct questions to: Professor, Dr. Caroline Miles, caroline.miles@utrgv.edu
 

PROPOSAL INFORMATION

GLOBAL BORDERS: RESISTANCE AND RESILIENCE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BORDER STUDIES

http://www.utrgv.edu/oge/research-and-teaching/borderstudiesconf/call-for-papers
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Some meals will be provided on October 25th, 2019. Participants will be expected to 
pay for their own travel, accommodation, and other meals. Conference fees can be 
found on the conference website as well as information about travel and 
accommodations for the 25th. We regret that at this time due to current travel 
restrictions to Mexico we cannot coordinate travel or accommodation for Mexico on 
the 24th.
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