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T E A C H I N G  P H I L O S O P H Y  -  H S I

Recommended Length

• Typically, one to two pages.

• Tailor it to the context.

Syllabi statement – a paragraph or two

Are students our audience?

• At an HSI, our students are the audience.

Should a teaching philosophy be included in the syllabus?

• Yes, and your syllabus reflects your teaching philosophy



T E A C H I N G  P H I L O S O P H Y  A S  A  C U LT U R A L  

R E S O U R C E

• Drawing from W. E. B. Du Bois, Gloria Anzaldúa, Franz Fanon, Cynthia Dillard, Wanda 
Pillow, Cindy Cruz, Norma E. Gonzalez, Dolores Delgado Bernal, Maria Lugones – Lived 
Experiences

“We believe that cultural resources [for faculty of color] include the knowledge, practices, beliefs, 
norms, and values that are derived from culturally specific lessons within the home space and local 

communities of people who have been subordinated by dominant society. Cultural resources are 
often shaped by collective experiences and community memory and passed on from one generation 

to the next. These resources can be empowering and nurturing while also helping us survive in 
everyday life by providing strategies and skills to confront and overcome oppressive conditions.” 

(Bernal and Villalpando, 2002)

• Our lived experiences inform our teaching philosophies and pedagogical approaches.

• Familial and Historical Relations

• Vulnerabilities

• Lessons



S H O U L D  A  T E A C H I N G  P H I L O S O P H Y  B E  

I N C L U D E D  I N  T H E  S Y L L A B U S ?







Gracias 

Thank you

Silvia Patricia Solís, PhD 
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