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“… an act of fraud. It involves both stealing someone 

else's work and lying about it afterward.”

Merriam-Webster from plagiarism.org

…the act of using someone else's work or ideas 

without proper credit.

Plagiarism is …

ChatGPT

http://plagiarism.org
https://chat.openai.com/chat


• turning in someone else’s work as your own

• copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit

• failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

• giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation

• changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source 

without giving credit

• copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up 

the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not

Examples of Plagiarism

plagiarism.org

http://plagiarism.org


• buying research papers from online paper mills

• borrowing an assignment from a friend who previously took the class

• paying someone to write an assignment for you

• two or more students working together to produce independent 

assignments

Also…



What do I tell my students?

Three things to watch for in your writing:

• someone else’s exact words - quotes

• someone else’s ideas - even when paraphrasing

• uncommon knowledge 



Plagiarism Detection Tools

https://www.grammarly.com
https://www.turnitin.com
https://www.blackboard.com/teaching-learning/learning-management/safe-assign
https://platform.openai.com/ai-text-classifier


What to do if a student is caught plagiarizing?

Follow Academic Integrity 

Violation Sanctioning Guidelines

• Four categories

• from in-class management

• to suspension

https://www.utrgv.edu/_files/documents/student-experience/report-it/utrgv_sanctioning_guidelines.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/_files/documents/student-experience/report-it/utrgv_sanctioning_guidelines.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/_files/documents/student-experience/report-it/utrgv_sanctioning_guidelines.pdf


What’s the procedure?

If reporting the offense:

• use the Academic Dishonesty REPORT IT FORM

• One of two options:

Completion of faculty disposition

Direct referral for resolution

• Details found in HOP

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?UnivofTexasRGV&layout_id=1
https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/stu-02-100.pdf


Avoiding Academic Disonesty

Academic Dishonesty

More Resources from the Office of 

Student Life and Dean of Students 

https://www.utrgv.edu/srr/students/academic-dishonesty/avoiding-academic-dishonesty/index.htm
https://www.utrgv.edu/srr/students/academic-dishonesty/index.htm
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