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Interviewer:  Abril Argentina Cantu  

Interviewee:  Ricardo Jaime Cantu, a.k.a Ricky (interviewer’s father) 

 

Abril:  Where were you born? 

Ricardo:  I was born in McAllen, Texas on October 1, 1969 

Abril:  Describe your family: how many brother and sisters did you have? 

What were your parents like? How did you get along? 

Ricardo:  I am part of a large family. I have two brothers and four sisters. 

My parents were caring, nice, and strict. I got along great and it was fun 

having a large family. There was never a quiet moment. 

Abril:  What languages were spoken in your home? Are you bi/ 

multilingual?  

Ricardo:  I spoke Spanish and a little English at home. I am bilingual. 

Abril:  What stories did you hear about your parents, grandparents, and 

ancestors? 

Ricardo:  I heard that my parents were very hard workers and they were the 

last ones to get married in the family. From what I have heard was that my 

grandparents were also very hard workers and went through hard times in 

Mexico. My ancestors were mostly farmers and worked hard throughout 

their lives. 

Abril:  Describe a typical day when you were my age (school, chores, and 

hobbies.)  

Ricardo:  I attended Travis Junior High. One of my best classes was “shop”. 

You could do wood-working, repairs, and photography. 

Abril:  If married: How old were you when you got married? How did you 

meet your spouse? Do you have any children?  



Ricardo:  I got married at 26 years old. I meet my wife at the University of 

Texas. I have two daughters, one is 12 years old and the other is 8 years old. 

Abril:  What historical events had strong effect on your life (such as civil 

rights, wars, technological inventions, etc?) 

Ricardo:  I remember that former president Ronald Reagan was shot when I 

was a teenager. I later realized that the world that we live in is unsafe. 

Abril:  What types of food did you eat growing up? Did you grow food at 

home? Who did most of the cooking? 

Ricardo:  We ate tortillas, chicken, and beef. My mom did most of the 

cooking. Sometimes my sisters would help my mom cook. No, my family 

did not grow food. We bought the ingredients to make the food. 

Abril:  Describe the history of the property you live on. Have you ever 

found fossils or arrow heads on it? Did your relatives get a land grant from 

the king of Spain or Republic of Mexico? 

Ricardo:  My property used to be used for agricultural purposes, back then. 

I haven’t found any arrow heads or fossils on my property. No, my relatives 

did not get a land grant from the king of Spain or the Republic of Mexico. 

Abril:  What kind of technology did you have growing up (air conditioning, 

running water, electricity, cars, television, etc?) 

Ricardo:  We had electricity, but no hot water for a while. We did have 

basic television. You know, about a few channels. Not like now in days 

when many people have hundreds and hundreds of channels. Cars were a 

type of technology when I was growing up. I bought my first car when I was 

sixteen. 

Abril:  What was one of your saddest memories? What was one of your 

happiest memories? 

Ricardo:  One of my saddest memories was getting grounded or punished 

when I was in elementary. One of my happiest memories is when my 

daughters were born.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


