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Introduction to Literature Reviews 

What is a Literature Review? 

A literature review provides general information on a topic being discussed or researched. 
The process includes surveying existing scholarly articles to find out existing insights within 
the topic. The information is then used to synthesize the points made between researchers, 
and point out any potential gaps. 

What is the purpose of a Literature Review? 

A literature review may stand alone or be a part of a larger body of work. It aims to show 
the researcher’s knowledge and understanding of a topic and its academic context. It may 
also be used to show where and how your work fits into a larger conversation. You can 
use a literature review to position a potential project in relation to existing knowledge, and 
develop a methodology and theoretical framework for the project. 

Getting Started 

Research Problem 

Find a problem you would like to examine. Ideally this should be something narrow that 
can support multiple angles or has a lot to be discussed. 
Tip: The question should not be answered in a single Google search 

Indentifying Resources 

Libraries and search engines like Google Scholar are a great way to find both databases 
and resources. Using databases, you can locate a variety of resources related to your topic, 
including scholarly articles, journals and research papers. When searching for articles and 
resources, it’s important to identify keywords to find precisely what you are looking for. 
UTRGV Databases: https://utrgv.libguides.com/az.php 

Effective Researching 

When reading through the literature, take notes on what’s most important. Try to notice 
gaps and ask questions to inspire further research. This process can foster critical thinking 
and deepen understanding on the topic. 

https://utrgv.libguides.com/az.php


Writing a Strong Literature Review 

Introduction 

The introduction of a literature review should give background information to the reader on 
the topic. This may involve summarizing the context it holds in academia or elsewhere. It 
should also establish an objective or purpose of the review, and present a thesis or argument 
statement. 

Analysis 

Analysis is a key component of a good literature review. This part of the process requires 
using the questions and information you’ve gathered from the sources to form a critical 
evaluation. This is where synthesizing is most important. The analysis should contribute 
to the literature review’s overall purpose by establishing the reasoning behind the presented 
perspective. 

Conclusion 

In the conclusion, the thesis statement and/or the purpose should be restated. This is where 
you can point out gaps directly and establish the final narrative that the audience should be 
left with. This can take the form of highlighting strengths or weaknesses of the research, or 
justifying the need for further exploration of the topic. 

Summary vs Synthesis 

What is summary? 

Summary is used to condense the most important information from the sources in order to 
give the audience context for your analysis. In the case of a literature review, this should 
primarily be done in the introduction. 

What is synthesis? 

Synthesis is taking what the author(s) of a source is saying and placing it within the context 
of the greater conversation. This involves using multiple sources to convey an overarching 
view of the conversation. 
Synthesizing Questions: 

• What is this author adding to the conversation? 
• Who agrees with them? 
• Who disagrees? 
• What are they missing? 

Think of writing a literature review not as retelling an authors work but as a 
broader conversation between scholars. 
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