
Choosing the Pass/No Pass Option for College of Liberal Arts Majors 

 

All students have been given the option to choose either Pass/No Pass or Letter Grades for the Spring 
2020 semester. To help you make this important decision, we offer the following advice about choosing 
Pass/No Pass in addition to the general FAQs guidance provided by the university for all students.  

Students enrolled in Teacher Certification Degree Plans should consult with an academic adviser to 
receive individual guidance on how the Pass/No Pass option may impact them. 

Doctoral students in Psychology may not choose the Pass/No Pass option. APA accreditation standards 
require a minimum grade of ‘B’, so a Pass grade will not be recognized as sufficient for competency.  

For all other degree programs in CLA, you should consider how the Pass/No Pass option will affect your 
overall grade point average: 

• If the letter grade you receive as a final grade in the course is an A, then taking the letter grade 
is the better choice for you. The A grade will add value to your GPA, but the Pass grade you 
would receive for an A will not add anything to your GPA.  
 

• If the letter grade you receive as a final grade in the course is a B or C, then you should 
consider carefully whether the addition of the grade will lower or raise your GPA.  If a B, and the 
3.0 will improve your GPA, then keep the letter grade.  If a C, and the 2.0 will improve your GPA, 
then keep the letter grade.  If either of these will decrease your GPA, then the Pass grade you 
would receive will not affect your GPA in any way, so it is the better choice.  
 

• If the letter grade you receive as a final grade in the course is a D or F, then you should choose 
the Pass/No Pass option. The No Pass grade you will receive for a D or F will not affect your GPA.  

 

 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.utrgv.edu%2Fucentral%2Fgrades-and-transcripts%2Fgrading%2Findex.htm&data=02%7C01%7Cwalter.diaz%40utrgv.edu%7Ca0f88ccdf1e242ea39f708d7da41b360%7C990436a687df491c91249afa91f88827%7C0%7C0%7C637217848033639722&sdata=DGUDKznWvqZSkk9UkoSM9QptSs3%2B0BX4wXexaqEyWEA%3D&reserved=0

