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Major Goals of 
this Project

1) Further develop the Corpus 
Bilingüe del Valle (CoBiVa)

2) Analyze outcomes and 
experiences of students 
working with the CoBiVa



1) Further develop the Corpus 
Bilingüe del Valle (CoBiVa)



What is the CoBiVa?



Developing the CoBiVa
❖85 transcribed interviews

❖17 on website

❖Over 130 undergraduate and graduate students have participated 
in the project

❖Over 760 Service Learning Hours tracked on the Engagement Zone 
Portal

❖Funding- Strategic Planning Transforming Our World Grant, 
Engaged Scholar & Artist Awards, National Endowment of the 
Humanities

❖Website- utrgv.edu/cobiva

❖Blog- utrgv.edu/cobiva/blog

utrgv.edu/cobiva
utrgv.edu/cobiva/blog


2) Analyze outcomes and 
experiences of students working 
with the CoBiVa



Significant Themes
An analysis of student responses reveals five significant themes.

1. Increased sense of community engagement

2. Increased appreciation of local language varieties

3. Development of professional skills

4. Interest in research as a possible future option



Theme 1: Community Engagement

"I went away from this project with a little more of an 

understanding for the culture that produced me" 

(SURVEY014)

"...it was also eye-opening and sort of made me realize 

how connected we all really are" (SURVEY019).



Theme 2: Local Language Varieties

“…thanks to the project I will do my best to change the 
erroneous perceptions of bilingualism whenever I can." 
(SURVEY011)

"…everyone was so positive in their own encounter[s] 
with new language usage and being in the Valley" 
(SURVEY001)

"The main thing I am taking away from this experience 
is the deeper appreciation for language in the RGV"
(SURVEY017)



Theme 3: Professional Development

"...it was truly a unique experience for me that I know I can 
carry with me for the rest of my college and future 
professional career" (SURVEY016)

"I was able to earn experience in using programs such as 
Audacity to edit interviews" (SURVEY011)

"I am taking away theoretical knowledge about linguistics 

and have learned how to identify effective interviewing 
techniques" (SURVEY009)



Theme 4: Interest in Continuing Research

"...it motivated me to pursue my career in the field of 
linguistics" (SURVEY011).

"I would love to continue working on this project in my 
future work here at the university" (SURVEY017).

“Looking at the patterns and ways people use language is 
an interesting topic to me, and I think I may want to 
explore it in detail a little more" (SURVEY004).



# and Type 

of Theme

per Survey



Conclusions

Increased sense of 
community 

engagement

Increased 
appreciation of local 

language varieties

Development of 

professional skills

Interest in research as 
a possible future 
option
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CoBiVa Video & Spark Page

https://tinyurl.com/CobivaVideo

CoBiVa Video CoBiVa Spark 

https://tinyurl.com/CobivaSpark


