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Member   Program Committee, American Society of Primatologists, 1990-1994. 
Member   Editorial Board, Human Biology, 1991-1992. 
Associate Editor  American Journal of Physical Anthropology, 1992-1996. 
Book Review Editor  Human Biology, 1992-1998. 
Member  Nominations and Elections Committee, Human Biology Council, 1993-

1995. 
Member   Selection Committee for the Gabriel W. Lasker Award, 1995. 
Member  American Society of Primatologists Research and Development 

Committee, 1995-1996 
Member  American Dermatoglyphics Association Financial Review Committee, 

1996. 
Chair  Local Arrangements Committee, 9th International Congress on Genes, 

Gene Families, and Isozymes, 1995-1997. 
Member  Publications and Registration Committee, 9th International Congress on 

Genes, Gene Families, and Isozymes, 1995-1997. 
 
Member  Executive Committee, 9th International Congress on Genes, Gene 

Families, and Isozymes, 1995-1997. 
Member  Executive Committee, American Association of Physical Anthropologists, 



1997-2000 
Secretary/Treasurer American Association of Anthropological Genetics, 1993-2000 
Chair    Local Arrangements Committee for the American Association of Physical 
    Anthropologists Meeting in 2000 
Member   Editorial Board, International Journal of Primatology, 1995-2000 
Member   Editorial Board, Human Biology 1998-2003. 
Member   Editorial Board, Journal of Medical Primatology, 1995-2000 
Member   Council, International Association of Human Biologists, 2001-2003 
Member Board, Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research Founder’s 
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Member  Program Committee, American Association of Physical Anthropologists, 

2004-2005. 
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Board    UCLA Vervet Monkey Research Colony, 2004-2007 
Member International Executive Committee of the 14th International Congress on 

Genes, Gene  Families, and Isozymes, 2006-2007 
Editor    Human Biology 2003-2008 
Member  NIH National Advisory Research Resources Council’s Working Group for 

the Chimpanzee Management Plan (ChiMP) 2004 - 2006 
Member  Advisory Board, South Texas Psychiatric Genetics Research Center, 

2004-2010 
Member  Advisory Board, Caribbean Primate Research Center, University of 

Puerto Rico, 2000-2010 
Member   Medical Integration Working Group, Unidos Contra Diabetes, 2015-2016 
Member   Editorial Board, International Journal of Human Genetics, 2000-2017 
Member   NIH Center for Scientific Review Anonymization Study, 2018 
 
NIH Grant Review Committees 
Member  NIH National Center for Research Resources Initial Review Group--

Comparative Medicine Review Committee, 1996-2000 
Member  Special Emphasis Panel, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Disease, ZAI1 AWA-M(M1), January 12, 2004. 
Member  Special Emphasis Panel, National Library of Medicine and Fogarty 

International Center, ZLM2 HS-F(M3), February 2-3, 2004. 
Member  Special Emphasis Panel, National Institute for Mental Health, ZMH2 

BRB(P05), March 15-17, 2004. 
Ad hoc Member  Microbiology and Infectious Diseases Research Committee, Microbiology,  

Infectious Diseases, and AIDS Initial Review Group, MID, March 23-25, 
2005. 

Ad hoc Member  Special Emphasis Panel, Clinical Research and Field Studies Committee,  
ZRG1 CRFS-C, June 9, 2006. 

Member Clinical Research and Field Studies Committee, ZRG1 CRFS-C, 2008-
2011 

Ad hoc Member  Clinical Research and Field Studies Committee, CRFS, June, 2012 
Ad hoc Member  Clinical Research and Field Studies Committee, CRFS, October, 2016 
 
National Policy Committees 
Member  Institute of Laboratory Animal Resources Committee to Revise the Guide 

for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 1993-1996. 
Member  Institute of Laboratory Animal Resources (ILAR) Committee on the Long-

term Care of Chimpanzees in Biomedical and Behavioral Research, 



1996-1997. 
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Member   UTRGV Promotion and Tenure Committee, UTRGV, 2019- 2022 
Chair  UTRGV P&T Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor 

Subcommittee, 2021-2022 
Chair    Council of Chairs, 2019 – present 
Member   UTRGV Faculty Senate Executive Committee, 2021 – present 
Member   SOM Faculty Assembly Executive Committee, 2021 – present 
Co-Lead  CQI Workgroup for Faculty Engagement, 2022 - present 
Member   SOM Bylaws Revision Workgroup, 2021-2022 
 
Past: 
Member  Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research Computer Advisory 

Committee, 1990-1993. 
Member  Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research Primate 

Facility Planning Committee, 1994-1995. 
Animal Database  
Task Force   1995-1998. 
Coordinator   Department of Genetics Annual Report, 1995-1999. 
Member  Chair (1994-1999), Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research 

Environmental Enhancement Committee, 1993-2000. 
Member   Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research Chimpanzee Utilization   

Committee, 1993-2000 
President’s Council   
Scientific Advisory  Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research, 1999-2006 
Council  Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research, 1999-2006 
Member Texas Biomed Advisory Council (formerly SFBR Advisory Council), 2006-

2014 
Member  Texas Biomed Policy Committee (formerly SFBR Policy Committee), 

2007-2014 
Member   Human Resources Advisory Committee, 2008-2014 
Member  Chimpanzee Advisory Committee, Southwest National Primate Research 

Center, 2005 – 2014 
Chair  SNPRC Director’s Advisory Committee, Southwest National Primate 

Research Center, 2010 – 2012 
Coordinator   SNPRC Senior Management Team, 2012 – 2014 
Chair    SNPRC Research Advisory Committee, 2013 - 2014 
Member   SNPRC Chimpanzee Research Advisory Committee, 2012 - 2014 
Member  SNPRC Baboon Research Advisory Committee, 2012 - 2014 
Member   SNPRC Marmoset Research Advisory Committee, 2012- 2014 
Member   SNPRC Macaque Research Advisory Committee, 2012 - 2014 
Member  UT Diabetes Blue Ribbon Panel, 2014 – 2016 
Member   UT Women’s Senior Leadership Network, 2015 – 2016 
Member   Central Curriculum Authority Committee, 2015 – 2017 
Co-Chair   Search Committee for Chair of Internal Medicine  UTRGV SoM, 2016-

2017 
Member   Search Committee for Dean, UTRGV SoM, 2016-2017 
Member  Search Committee for Executive Vice Dean for Finance and 

Administration, 2016-2017 
Member  Endowed Professorship and Chair Committee, Department of 



Engineering, UTRGV, 2016-2017 
Member  UTRGV School of Medicine Promotion, Tenure, and Appointment 

Committee, 2015-2017 
Chair  Endowed Positions for the UTRGV College of Engineering and Computer 

Science and the College of Sciences Search Committee, 2018 
Co-Chair  Search Committee for the Chair of Immunology and Microbiology, 

UTRGV SoM, 2018 
Member Endowed Professorship and Chair Committee, Department of 

Engineering, UTRGV, 2018. 
Member  Search Committee for Director of the Institute for Neurosciences and 

Chair of the Department of Neurosciences, UTRGV SoM, 2019 
Chair    Committee on Committees, UTRGV SoM, 2017-2021 
Member  Search Committee for Assoc. Vice President for Research Operations, 

UTRGV, 2021 
Member  Search Committee for Dean, School of Medicine, UTRGV, 2021 
 
Manuscript and Grant Review 
Reviewer of manuscripts for: American Anthropologist, Human Biology, American Journal of 
Human Genetics, American Journal of Physical Anthropology, American Journal of Human 
Biology, Annals of Human Biology, American Journal of Primatology, American Journal of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, Child Development, Current Anthropology, Emerging Infectious 
Diseases, Genetic Epidemiology, Journal of Experimental Zoology, Journal of Infectious 
Disease, Journal of Medical Primatology, Journal of Tropical Medicine, International Journal of 
Primatology, Lancet, Social Science and Medicine, and Zoo Biology. 
 
 
Reviewer of grants for:  National Science Foundation, Anthropology 

International Science Foundation 
National Institutes of Health 

 

Honors & Awards 
2001 Elected Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science for 

contributions to anthropological genetics and health, for dedication to advancing 
biological anthropology, and for developing one of the premier research groups in 
the field. 

1989 - 1992 NIH National Research Service Award (F32 RR05035) 
1989 Sigma Xi 
1986 Juan Comas Prize for Outstanding Student Paper presented at the 55th Annual 

Meeting of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists 
1985 - 1986 Graduate Research Assistantship in Anthropology, Case Western Reserve 

University 
1985 Graduate Alumni Research Award, Case Western Reserve University 
1984 B.A. magna cum laude, with Honors in Anthropology 
1984 Phi Beta Kappa 
1983 - 1984 James Dysart Magee Fellowship for Outstanding Student in the Social Sciences, 

Case Western Reserve University. 

 



Research Focus 
Genetic Epidemiology; Diabetes, Obesity and Cardiovascular Disease; Infectious Diseases; 
Genetic Management; Nonhuman Primate Genetics. 
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Pesquisas, Rene Rachou, FIOCRUZ, Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 
2001   Genetic epidemiology of helminthic infections in a Nepalese population. Centro de 



  Pesquisas, Rene Rachou, FIOCRUZ, Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 
2001   Genetic epidemiology of helminthic infections in Jiri, Nepal.  HEMOCE, Federal 
  University of Ceara, Fortaleza, Brazil. 
2002   Genetics of susceptibility to Ascaris infection.  University of Virginia, Charlottesville,  
      Virginia. 
2002   Potential for genetic studies of susceptibility to diarrheal disease in Gonçalves Dias,  
   Brazil.  Brazilian Tropical Medicine Research Centers Meeting, Natal, Brazil. 
2002   Genetic epidemiology of intestinal helminth infections in the Jirel population of eastern 

Nepal.  NIH US-Japan Conference on Parasitic Diseases, Nagasaki, Japan. 
2002   Genetic considerations in captive management and research.  Institute of Laboratory 

Animal Research Workshop, Washington, D.C. 
2002   Genetic epidemiology of infectious disease.  Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte, 

Natal, Brazil. 
2003   Genetic epidemiology of infectious disease.  Center for Disease Ecology, Emory 

University, Atlanta, Georgia. 
2003   Genetic research at the Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research.  Biological 

Anthropology Section, University of the Republic, Montevideo, Uruguay. 
2003   Genetic epidemiology of helminthic infections in the Jirels of eastern Nepal.  Department 

of Pediatrics, University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, Texas. 
2004   Growth and development in rural Mozambique: A multidisciplinary approach.  Centro de    
  Investigaçao em Saude de Manhiça, Manhiça, Mozambique. 
2005    Genetic epidemiological studies of extended human pedigrees.  Centro de Pesquisas  
  Rene Rachou, FIOCRUZ, Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 
2005    Genetic epidemiology of Chagas’ disease.  XXXII Annual Meeting on Basic Research in 
  Chagas’ Disease, Caxambu, Brazil. 
2005 Genetic determinants of susceptibility to helminthic infections.  Curso Pre-Congress 

“Uso de Metodología Post-Genómica en la Búsqyeda de Oligogenes y QTLs para la  
  Diabesidad y Aterosclerosis.”  Facultad de Medicina, Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo  
  Leon, Monterrey, Mexico. 
2005 Study design in human genetic research.  Curso Pre-Congress “Uso de Metodología     
            Post-Genómica en la Búsqyeda de Oligogenes y QTLs para la Diabesidad y    
            Aterosclerosis.”  Facultad de Medicina, Universidad Autonoma de Nuevo Leon, 

Monterrey, Mexico. 
2008 Genetics of Susceptibility to Infectious Disease.  International Symposium “Genetics  
 Revisited: The Genomics and Proteomics Advantage,” at the XXXIII Annual  
      Conference of the Indian Society of Human Genetics.  Visakhapatnam, India. 
2008 The Genetics of Susceptibility to Parasitic Disease.  Society for the Study of Human  
 Biology, Oxford, England. 
2009 Genetics of Susceptibility to Parasitic Diseases.  Armed Forces Research Institute for  
 Medical Sciences (AFRIMS), Bangkok, Thailand. 
2010 Genetic Epidemiology of Parasitic Diseases, Case Western Reserve University School 

of Medicine, Cleveland, Ohio. 
2010 Genes Influence Seropositivity for T. cruzi infection and EKG Measures of Chagas 

Disease Progression, Brazilian Society of Protozoology, Foz de Iguacu, Brazil. 
2011 Genetic Epidemiology of Chagas Disease, Federal University of Ceara, Fortaleza, Brazil. 
2011 Genetic Epidemiology of Chagas Disease, Tropical Medicine Research Center,  

Salvador, Bahia, Brazil. 
2011 Host Genetics and Population Structure Effects on Parasitic Disease, Royal Society,  
 London, England. 
2011 Family Studies and Genetics of Aging, Institute for Population and Social Research,  
 Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand. 



2013 Genetic epidemiology of Chagas disease, 59th Brazil Genetics Meeting, Agua Lindoias,  
   SP, Brazil 
2015 The South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute: Addressing a health crisis in the Rio 

Grande Valley.  Chitwan Medical Colleg, Chitwan, Nepal. 
2015 The South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute.  Tilganga Eye Institute, Kathmandu, 

Nepal 
2016 The South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute: Exploring the interactive effects of 

genes and environment in risk for diabetes and obesity.  EPA’s Children’s Environmental 
Health Symposium, Brownsville, Texas. 

2018 NIH Grant Funding Mechanisms.  School of Health Professions Research Scholars 
Program, UTRGV. 

2019 Genetic studies of disease around the globe and across the lifespan: Biomedical 
Research at the STDOI.  College of Health Professions Research Symposium, UTRGV, 
Brownsville, TX. 

2019 UTRGV School of Medicine: Conducting biomedical research on minority health across  
the lifespan and around the globe.  Ponce Health Sciences University, Puerto Rico. 

2019 Use of extended human pedigrees for identifying disease risk genes.  Fifth Annual 
Meeting for Neurepiomics.  Bigg’s Institute for Alzheimer’s and Neurodegenerative 
Diseases, University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, San Antonio, TX 

 

 
Presentations to Local Community Groups 
2014 A Vision for the South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute, Lead Texas, Edinburg,  

Texas 
2015 The South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute, ADVANCE Leadership Institute,  

Edinburg, Texas 
2015 The South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute and the Future of Health in the Rio 

Grande Valley, Futuro, McAllen, Texas 
2015 Realizing the Vision for the South Texas Diabetes and Obesity Institute, MORE Health 

Conference, Edinburg, Texas 
 
 

Grant support 
Current Grant Support: 
 
Screening High Risk Families for Diabetes to  $  1,989,727  04/16/18 – 
Establish a Genomic Research Center      04/15/22 
in the Mid-Valley (S Williams-Blangero, PI) 
Knapp Community Care Foundation 
 
THRIVE: A Unique Medical Hub for Improving  $38,000,000  03/01/20 - 
Health Through Advanced Research and      02/28/23 
Clinical Care for the Rio Grande Valley 
(S Williams-Blangero, PI); Valley Baptist 
Legacy Foundation. 
 
South Texas Alzheimer’s Disease Center: Population $   194,280  09/01/21 - 
Neuroscience Core. (S Williams-Blangero,       06/30/26 
Core Co-Leader), NIH 



P30 AG066546.  10% Effort. 
 
Past Grant Support: 
 
Maximizing Primate Colony Production: Genetic  $   77,627  1989-1992 
Management (S Williams-Blangero, PI); 
NIH F32 RR05035 
 
Genetics of Oxygen Transport in High Altitude   $   51,684  1993-1996 
Natives (CM Beall, PI, S Williams-Blangero,   (SFBR portion) 
Co-PI); NSF SBR92-21724 
 
Genetic Management of Chimpanzees in Biomedical $  350,000  10/01/92 - 
Research (S Williams-Blangero, PI); NIH   plus indirect  09/30/97 
R29 RR08122.  50% Effort. 
 
Genetics of Susceptibility to Helminthic Infection  $1,147,847  08/01/95 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, PI);         07/31/98 
NIH RO1 AI37091.  30% Effort 
 
Genetics of Susceptibility to T. cruzi Infection  $  559,281  09/30/97 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, PI); NIH       09/29/00 
RO1 AI40598.  30% Effort 
A Genome Scan for Susceptibility to Helminthic Infection $  531,195  09/01/99 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, P.I.); NIH       08/31/00 
R21 AI44406-01A1.  30% Effort 
 
Genetic Management of Chimpanzees in 
 Biomedical Research      $1,559,025  09/30/97 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, PI); NIH       09/29/03 
RO1 RR08122.  20% Effort 
 
A Genome Scan for Susceptibility to Helminthic Infection $2,171,192  08/01/00 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, P.I.); NIH       07/31/05 
R01 AI44406.  30% Effort. 
 
Host Genetic Correlates in Schistosomiasis   $   229,082  09/15/99 - 
(P Loverde, PI, S Williams-Blangero,       09/14/05 
PI, SFBR Subcontract); NIH U01 AI45451 
10% Effort 
 
Genetics of Susceptibility to Helminthic Infection  $3,332,034  07/01/01 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, P.I.); NIH       06/31/07 
R01  AI37091. 25% Effort 
 
Genetic Architecture of Heart Disease in Rural Brazil $2,927,973  07/01/01 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, P.I.); NIH       06/31/07 
R01 HL66480.  25% Effort.           
 
Genetic and Environmental Influences on Growth  $   547,135  03/01/02 - 
(B. Towne, PI, S Williams-Blangero,                    02/28/08 



P.I. SFBR Subcontract); NIH R01 HD40377. 
10% Effort 
 
Mapping Genes for Neurocognitive Phenotypes  $   402,458  05/01/04 - 
(S. Santangelo, P.I., S Williams-Blangero, P.I.     04/30/09 
SFBR Subcontract); NIH R01 MH68498, 
10% effort 
 
A Genome Scan for Susceptibility to Helminthic Infection $3,169,504  07/01/05 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, P.I.); NIH       06/30/11 
R01 AI44406.  30% Effort. 
 
Genetic Architecture of the Human Dentognathic  $1,524,949  09/30/09 - 
Complex (R Sherwood PI, S Williams-Blangero,  (Subcontract  08/31/14 
PI of Subcontract)      costs) 
R01 DE018497-01A2.  15% Effort 
 
Genetic Determinants of the Progression and  $3,819,954  09/30/09 -  
Epidemiology of Chagas Disease       08/31/14 
(S Williams-Blangero, PI) R01. 
22.5% Effort 
Genetics Determinants of Human Transcriptional Aging $2,786,299  02/15/08 - 
(S Williams-Blangero, P.I.); NIH       01/31/14 
R01 AG031277.  25% effort 
 
Establishment and Maintenance of a Closed   $      75,000  05/01/14 - 
CPRC SPF Colony (S Williams-Blangero,      04/30/19 
PI of Subcontract; C Sariol, PI)                                                                        
U42 OD11128 
 
Genetics of Ocular Health and Disease   $  4,003,099  06/01/14 – 
(S Williams-Blangero, M.P.I., Matt       05/31/21  
Johnson, M.P.I.); NIH                                                                                      (NCE) 
R01 EY024384 
 
Caribbean Primate Research Center               $    156,822  01/15/16 - 
CPRC SPF Colony (S Williams-Blangero,      11/30/21 
PI of Subcontract; M. Martinez, PI)                                                                        
P40 OD012217 
 
Past Private Funding 
 
Genetics of Susceptibility to Infectious Disease  $     3,000  1995 
Founder's Council, Southwest Foundation  
for Biomedical Research 
Infectious Disease Genetics, Founder’s Council,  $     3,000  1998 
Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research 
Genetic epidemiology of T. cruzi infection, 
Southwest Foundation Forum    $     16,000  1999 
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