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26. Monda KL, Cole SA, Li X, Franceschini N, Laston S, Almasy L, Haack K, 
Comuzzie AG, Goring HHH, MacCluer JW, Lee ET, Best LG, Howard BV, 
Fabsitz RR, Roman MJ, North KE. Effect of the FTO gene on adiposity 
phenotypes in American Indians:  The Strong Heart Study. The Obesity Society 
Annual Meeting, 2009.  

27. Voruganiti SV, Ebbesson SOE, Haack K, Laston S, Wenger CR, Fabsitz RR, 
Devereux RB, MacCluer JW, Howard BV, Cole SA, Comuzzie AG. Genetic 
regulation of variation in plasma and erythrocyte desaturases in Alaska Natives. 
American Heart Association EPI-NPAM Meeting, 2009.  

28. Diego VP, Higgins PB, Voruganti VS, Göring HHH, Laston S, Cole SA, Fabsitz 
RR, Ebbesson SOE, Howard BV, MacCluer JW, Zhu J, Umans JG, Comuzzie 
AG. Markers of endothelial activation exhibit a mitochondrial-effects variance 
component in the GOCADAN Study. 4th International Congress on Prediabetes 
and the Metabolic Syndrome 2011.  

29. Voruganti SV, Laston S, Haack K, Mehta N, Smith CW, Cole SA, Butte NF, 
Comuzzie A. Genome-wide association replicates the association of Duffy 
antigen receptor for chemokines (DARC) polymorphisms with monocyte 
chemoattractant protein-1 (MCP-1) in Hispanic children. Obesity 19; 848-P. 



Obesity Annual Scientific Meeting; 29th, Obesity.   

  

30. Johnson MP, Laston S, Anderson KL, Towne B, Subedi J, Blangero J, Williams-
Blangero S, Thapa SS. The relationship between adult height and ocular 
biometry in a Nepalese population: The Jiri Eye Study. Investigative 
Ophthalmology & Visual Science 59(9): Abstract# 5893, 2018.  

  

Selected Conference Presentations  

1. Laston S, Metzger L, Ross J. Hearing their voices: Adolescent perspectives on 
risk. Presented at the annual meeting of The Society for Applied Anthropology, 
2000, San Francisco, California.  

2. Metzger L, Laston S, Ross J. Communication networks of adolescents in rural 
New York. Presented at the annual meeting of The Society for Applied 
Anthropology, 2000, San Francisco, California.  

3. Ross J, Laston S, Muna L. Anthropological perspectives on refusal for 
emergency obstetric care in rural Bangladesh. Presented at the annual meeting 
of The Society for Applied Anthropology, 2000, San Francisco, California.  

4. Laston S, Sloboda Z, Stephens R. Substance abuse prevention: Program 
change and collaboration. Annual Meeting of The Society for Applied 
Anthropology, 2002, Atlanta, Georgia.  

5. Laston S. The Strong Heart Study and GOCADAN: Family Studies of 
Cardiovascular Disease in American Indians and Alaskan Eskimos. Presented at 
Anthropological and Primate Genetics, American Association of Anthropological 
Genetics, 2005, San Antonio,TX.  

6. Voruganti VS, Franceschini N, Laston S, MacCluer JW, Umans JG, Comuzzie 
AG, Zager PG, North KE, Cole SA. Replication of the effect of SLC2A9 genetic 
variation on serum uric acid levels in American Indians. Proc Am Soc Hum 
Genet. 60th Annual meeting 2010.  

7. Rutherford S, Voruganti VS, Goring HHH, Laston S, Haack K, Almasy L, 
Comuzzie AG, Lee ET, Best LG, Fabsitz RR, Devereux RB, Okin PM, Bella J, 
Howard BV, MacCluer JW, Cole SA. A heart rate genetic locus on chromosome 
9p21 in the Strong Heart Family Study. American Heart Association High Blood 
Pressure Research Council, Atlanta GA. 2008.  

8. Melton PE, Rutherford S, Voruganti VS, Göring HHH, Laston S, Haack K, 
Comuzzie AG, Curran J, Johnson M, Moses E, Dyer TD, Blangero J, Lee ET, 
Best LG, Fabsitz RR, Devereux RB, Okin PM, Bella J, Broeckel U, Howard BV, 
MacCluer JW, Cole SA, Almasy L. Genetic association analysis of heart rate on 
chromosome 9p21 in American Indians: The Strong Heart Family Study. Proc 
Am Soc Hum Genet, 59th Annual Meeting 2009  

9. Diego VP, Higgins PB, Voruganti VS, Göring HHH, Laston S, Cole SA, Fabsitz 



RR, Ebbesson SOE, Howard BV, MacCluer JW, Zhu J, Umans JG, Comuzzie 
AG. Markers of endothelial activation exhibit a mitochondrial-effects variance 
component in the GOCADAN Study. 4th International Congress on Prediabetes 
and the Metabolic Syndrome 2011.  

10. Gribble MO, Voruganti VS, Cropp CD, Francesconi KA, Goessler W, Umans JG, 
Silbergeld EK, Laston SL, Haack K, Kao WHL, Fallin MD, MacCluer JW, Cole 
SA, Navas-Acien A. SLC01B1 variants and urine arsenic metabolites in the 
Strong Heart Family Study. International Society for Environmental 
Epidemiology. 2013  

11. Marcio Almeida, Eron G. Manusov, Vincent P. Diego, Xi Mao, Ana 
Leandro, Sandy Laston, John Blangero, Sarah Williams-Blangero. A new gene 
expression environmental decomposition method was applied to study T2D in 
Mexican Americans. Annual American Society of Human Genetics Meeting Nov 
2023 Washington DC.  

12. Eron G. Manusov, Vincent P. Diego, Marcio Almeida, Xi Mao, Ana 
Leandro, Sandy Laston, John Blangero, Sarah Williams-Blangero. Genetic 
Variants and Molecular Components Associated with Non-alcoholic Liver 
Disease and Depression: Shared Association of ADAMTS 7 and THRAP 3. 
Annual American Society of Human Genetics Annual Meeting Washington DC 
Nov 2023.  

  

Poster Presentations   

Laston SL, MacCluer JW, North KE, Cole SA, Comuzzie AG, Lee ET, Devereux RB, 
Roman MJ, Best LG, Ebbesson SOE, Fabsitz RR, Howard BV.  The Strong Heart Study 
and GOCADAN: Family studies of cardiovascular disease in American Indians and 
Alaskan Eskimos. Presented at the Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease & Diabetes 
Among American Indians and Alaska Natives 2005 meeting in Denver, Colorado, May 
2005.  

Johnson MP, Thapa SS, Anderson KL, Laston S, Shrestha MK, Towne B, Subedi J, 
Blangero J, Williams-Blangero S. Genetic epidemiology of ocular health and disease in 
the Jirel ethnic group of eastern Nepal; The Jiri Eye Study (JES). Presented at the 13th 
International Congress of Human Genetics (ICHG) in Kyoto, Japan, April 2016.     

Johnson MP, Thapa SS, Laston S, Anderson KL, Shrestha MK, Towne B, Subedi J, 
Blangero J, Williams-Blangero S. Characterizing the genetic architecture of ocular 
biometrics in a south Asian population: The Jiri Eye Study. Presented at the Association 
for Research in Vision and Opthalmology (ARVO) in Seattle, Washington, May 2016  

 

Project Presentations  

2006 Staff Training: Introduction: Genetics of Coronary Artery Disease in Alaska 
Natives. Mar. 29, 2006. Nome, AK.    



2006 Staff Training: The AE120XL Pedometer. A Simple Objective Device to Measure 
Physical Activity in the GOCADAN Study. Mar. 29, 2006. Nome, AK.  

2006  Session Moderator: Strategies for Increasing Physical Activity. National 
  Conference: Reducing Health Disparities in American Indian and Alaska  
  Natives by Preventing Diabetes Throughout the Life Cycle. Aug. 21-24,  
  2006. Oklahoma City, OK.  

2007 Staff Training: Tempus Tube RNA Blood Collection and Processing Protocol. Jul. 
17, 2007. Nome, AK.  

2007 Staff Training: The AE120XL Pedometer. A Simple Objective Device to Measure 
Physical Activity in the GOCADAN Study. Jul. 17, 2007. Nome, AK.  

2009 Staff Training: Participant Recruitment, Physical Examination and Questionnaire 
Administration. Sept. 18-21, 2009.   

2009 Staff Training: Tempus Tube RNA Blood Collection and Processing Protocol. 
Sept. 25, 2009. Nome, AK.   

 


