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Mushfiq H. Shaikh, BDS, MSc, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Medical Education 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley  
School of Medicine 

Education & Training 

Postdoctoral Fellowship in Cancer biomarkers & immunotherapy, Western University, Canada. 

PhD. in Cancer biology and therapeutics, Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia.  

MSc. in Experimental Pathology, Queen Mary University of London, London, UK. 

BDS (Bachelor of Dental Surgery), University of Dhaka, Dhaka, Bangladesh.  

Work Experience 

2023 – 2024     Research Fellow, Department of Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery, LRCP, Western    
                           University, Ontario, Canada. Worked on cancer biomarker and immune oncology.   
2023 – 2024     Lecturer (part time), Department of Oral Pathology and Medicine, Schulich School of           
                           Medicine and Dentistry, Western University, Ontario, Canada. 
2024 – 2024     Assistant Teaching coordinator in Cancer biology, Dept. of Microbiology & Immunology,   
                           Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, Western University, Ontario, Canada. 
2019 – 2023     Post-Doctoral Research Associate (MITACS scholar), Department of Otolaryngology –  
                           Head & Neck Surgery, LRCP, Western University, Ontario, Canada. 

            Worked on chemo and radio-resistant head and neck cancer models. 
2017 – 2018     Postdoctoral Research Assistant, School of Medical Science, Menzies Health Institute,  
                           (Advanced Cancer Therapeutic Lab), Griffith University, Queensland, Australia.  
2014 – 2018     Teaching Associate and Lab Instructor in Applied Oral Biology (Head and Neck anatomy,  
                           physiology, histology, oral pathology), School of Dentistry & Oral Health, Menzies          
                           Health Institute, Griffth University, Queensland, Australia. 
2015 – 2015     Teaching Assistant and lab demonstrator in, School of Medical Science, Menzies          
                           Health Institute, Griffth University, Queensland, Australia. 
2013 – 2017     Graduate Researcher/Doctoral Scholar in Molecular cancer biology and therapeutics,  
                           Menzies Health Institute, Griffth University, Queensland, Australia.  
2012 – 2013     Assistant Professor (clinical) and head, Department of Oral Pathology & Periodontology,  
                           Update Dental College & Hospital, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.  

Professional Memberships 



• American Association of Cancer Research (AACR) 

• American Head and Neck Society (AHNS)  

• Post-Doctoral association at Western (PAW), Canada.  

• Australasian Virology Society (AVS) 

• International Association of Oral Pathologists (IAOP) 

Honors & Awards 

• ‘MITACS’ Accelerate Post-Doctoral Fellowship award (Industrial). 

• IPRS award (Merit based Australian Govt. research scholarship) for PhD research study. 

• Awarded with a Distinction in M.Sc. for excellent research work and thesis.  

Research Focus 

Dr. Shaikh’s research focuses on advancing detection and treatment strategies for head and neck 

cancer across diverse populations, emphasizing molecular targets and biomarkers to improve 

patient outcomes. His current research interests evolve around understanding the genomic and 

molecular mechanisms behind treatment-resistant cancers, with an emphasis on precision 

therapies for refractory cases, including immune-checkpoint inhibitor studies in animal models, 

to establish targeted treatments for high-risk patients. Dr. Shaikh’s earlier research examined 

HPV’s role in head and neck cancers in South Asian populations, identifying critical therapeutic 

targets such as the HPV E7 - oncogene and Aurora kinases. He also explored treatment resistance 

mechanisms in HPV-positive cancers, identifying gene mutations, notably, LRP1B and NOTCH1 in 

recurrent cases. His research findings have been published in peer-reviewed scientific journals, 

such as, Molecular Cancer Therapeutics, Cell Reports, Oral Oncology, BMC Cancer, and Molecular 

Microbiology. Dr. Shaikh has established collaborative research relationships with institute in the 

U.S., Canada, Australia, UK and South Asia. He has also served as a reviewer on the research grant 

review panel for the Canadian Cancer Society. 

Publications 

Dr. Shaikh has made significant contributions to the field of cancer biology and molecular 
therapeutic research as evidenced by more than 30 peer-reviewed publications and book 
chapters. Selected representative publications are listed below.  
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	Curriculum Vitae
	Mushfiq H. Shaikh, BDS, MSc, PhD
	Work Experience
	Honors & Awards
	Research Focus



