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Order of Program

Welcome and Introduction to Ceremony

Leonel Vela, M.D., M.P.H.

Faculty Marshal

Professor, Department of Family and Preventative Medicine

Student Processional

Class of 2028

National Anthem

Presentation of Platform Guests

Leonel Vela, M.D., M.P.H.

School of Medicine Dean’s Address

Michael B. Hocker, M.D., M.H.S.

Dean, UTRGV School of Medicine

Senior Vice President, UT Health RGV

Welcome Messages on behalf of the Office of Education Affairs

Sambandam Elango, M.D., F.A.C.S., M. Med Ed.

Associate Dean, Education Affairs

Professor, Medical Education & Otolaryngology – Head & Neck Surgery

Maria de Jésus Muñoz, M.D.

Assistant Dean, Clerkship

Associate Professor, Family and Community Medicine



Presentation of Keynote Speaker

Michael B. Hocker, M.D., M.H.S.

Keynote Speaker

Michael Sander, M.D.

Chair, Department of Surgical Specialty and Musculoskeletal (MSK)

Chief Physician Executive

Presentation of Students and Cloaking of White Coats

Class of 2028

Michael B. Hocker, M.D., M.H.S.

Recitation of Profession of Values

Maurice Clifton, M.D., M.S.Ed., M.B.A.

Senior Associate Dean, Student Affairs and Admissions

Professor, Medical Education

Ringing of the Bell

Nina Wanette Mourao

Class of 2028 Student, School of Medicine

Closing Remarks and Instructions

Leonel Vela, M.D., M.P.H.

Student Recessional

Class of 2028

Announcer:

Carlo Tamayo, Ph.D., Associate Director of Outreach



The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Medicine gratefully 
acknowledges the Arnold P. Gold Foundation for its ongoing support and 
guidance of this White Coat Ceremony. The Arnold P. Gold Foundation 
has generously provided each medical student in the Class of 2028 with 

a “Humanism in Medicine” lapel pin.

The Arnold P. Gold Foundation’s mission is to perpetuate the tradition 
of the caring doctor by emphasizing the importance of the relationship 

between the practitioner and the patient.

Its objective is to help physicians-in-training become doctors who 
combine the high-tech skills of cutting-edge medicine with the high-
touch skills of effective communication, empathy, and compassion.



Hippocratic Oath

I do solemnly swear, by whatever I hold most sacred: That I will 

be loyal to the profession of medicine and just and generous to 
its members. That I will lead my life and practice my profession 

in uprightness and honor.

That into whatsoever house I shall enter, it shall be for the good 
of the sick to the utmost of my power, holding myself far aloof 

from wrong, from corruption, from the tempting of others to 
vice. That I will exercise my profession solely for the cure of my 

patients, and will give no drug, perform no operation for a 
criminal purpose, even if solicited; far less suggest it. That 

whatsoever I shall see or hear of the lives of all persons which is 

not fitting to be spoken, I will keep inviolably secret.

These things do I swear. While I continue to keep this Oath 
unviolated, may it be granted to me to enjoy life and the 

practice of the art, respected by all, in all times. But should I 
trespass and violate this Oath, may the reverse be my lot!



Eduardo A. Aquino
Brownsville, TX

Roxanne R. Argosino
McAllen, TX

Lois F. Baldado
Mission, TX

Arjun Bellamkonda
Cedar Park, TX

Bryce Maxwell Bellon
Prosper, TX

Theresa Mariam Biju
Fort Worth, TX

Anjali Rose Binoy
San Antonio, TX

Nicole C. Black
San Antonio, TX

Sean Frederick Corcoran
Yorktown, VA

Learsi R. De Hoyos
McAllen, TX

Patrick De La Torre Schutz
Mission, TX

Anika Sai Doppalapudi
Plano, TX

Jennifer Vanessa Escamilla
Pharr, TX

Roberto J. Fraga
Harlingen, TX

Anjana Ganesh
Katy, TX

Danielle R. Garza
McAllen, TX

Daniela Gonzalez
McAllen, TX

Mary Arden Grace Guillory
San Antonio, TX

Sriya Gullapalli
Katy, TX

Andres Guzman
Pasadena, TX

Ashlyn Grace Holubar
McAllen, TX

Amin Ibrahim
Tartous, Syria

Priya Kale
Cupertino, CA

Annu Karithara
Missouri City, TX

Mohammad Yaman Karkoutly
Brownsville, TX

Mohammad Khalil
Brownsville, TX

Shiza Khan
Mission, TX

Soojin Kim
Seongnam, South Korea

Linwei Li
Changsha, China

Alissa Anahi Lopez
McAllen, TX
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Mark Jude Manickath
Garland, TX

Jacqueline A. Mendoza
McAllen, TX

Jacqueline A. Moreno
Mission, TX

Nina Wanette Mourao
Tysons Corner, VA

Alexa Erin Nichols
Kingswood, TX

Michelle C. Nwaeri
Lagos, Nigeria

Veronica Pearl O'Brien
Lubbock, TX

Maci D. Oestreich
Weslaco, TX

Gabriela A. Ortega
Mission, TX

Isabella Ortigoza Martinez
Katy, TX

Shalika Padhi
Frisco, TX

Christine N. Pham
Houston, TX

Angel John Phillip
Missouri City, TX

David K. Rakay
Pharr, TX

Daniela Ramos
El Paso, TX

Isabella Nicole Rodriguez
Edinburg, TX

Mark Sada
Eagle Pass, TX

Iuliia Yuryevna Saifetiarova
Naberezhnye Chelny, Russia

Saloni Saldhi
Murphy, TX

Olivia Maral Samaie
Katy, TX

Tori Renee Sayers
Arvada, CO

David E. Sta Maria
Edinburg, TX

Jefferson Brock Tait
Buckholts, TX

Jocelyn Torres
San Elizario, TX

Ayesha Asim Usman
Rockwall, TX

Javier A. Valdez
McAllen, TX

Megan McCann Whitley
Aguadulce, Spain

Kaitlyn Dianne Ybanez
Edinburg, TX

Hugo Anthony Zamarron
Mapleton, ND
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