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HBA/IBC MEETING MINUTES
Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
Zoom Meeting

Meeting Minutes

April 03, 2026
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

ATTENDANCE
	
Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	     Area or Department

	Daniele Provenzano (Zoom)
Julie Mustard (Zoom)
[bookmark: _Hlk139032259]Megan Keniry (Zoom)

[bookmark: _Hlk146700494]HyeongJun Kim (Zoom)

Dae Joon Kim (Zoom)
Robin Choudhury (Zoom)
Subramanian Dhandayuthapani (Zoom)
Laura Decanini (Zoom)
 
	Chair, Scientist
Vice-Chair, Scientist
Scientist

Scientist

Scientist
Scientist
Scientist

Community 
Representative
	     Bio. & Chem. - Bacterial Genet.  
     Integrative Bio. & Chem. -   Neurosci.       
Integrative Bio. & Chem. – Mamm. Cell                      Bio.        
   Phys. and Astron.   Bacterial Chr.       dynamics/biophys./biochem.  
     Medicine & Oncology      
     Bio. & Chem. - SEEMS
     Medicine & Oncology    

    Not Affiliated


	Javier Garcia (Zoom)



	BSO, Ex-Officio
	     Environmental Health, Safety & Risk  Management 


Voting Members Absent:
(Without Representation)
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	David Laughlin 

Lynne Depeault 


	Community Representative
Community 
Representative
	    Not Affiliated

    Not Affiliated
  

	
	
	



Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	        Area or Department

	Cordelia Rasa (Zoom)
Matthew Moncus (Zoom)
Amy Mutore (Zoom)
Monica Barrera (Zoom)

Eric Allen (Zoom)




	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Admin Rep

	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director     
Office of Research Compliance
Office of Research Compliance

Office of Research Compliance



Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Absent:
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	None 
	
	    


	
	
	


Total Voting Members Present: 9

Guests:
	
	Capacity 

	None
	



QUORUM
The quorum requirement for the IBC meeting is 6 voting members present and must consist of at least 5 members from UTRGV faculty and 1 unaffiliated member. Upon quorum being assembled, the meeting was called to order by the Chair at 1:08 pm. Including the Chair, 9 voting members were in attendance at the beginning of the meeting. Dr. Julie Mustard joined at 1:28pm. Quorum was maintained throughout the entire meeting.


WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed the Committee. 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The Chair reminded the Committee to hold in confidence the information revealed and/or discussed during the meeting and not disclose the information to any third parties including investigators and research personnel.  

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

The Chair reminded the Committee of their responsibility to declare any conflicts of interest prior to the discussion of any study included as an agenda item.  Members were reminded that conflicts of interest include financial (e.g., Member or Member’s family hold a financial interest in the research sponsor) and non-financial (e.g. Member is part of a study research team).  The Members were polled for any conflicts of interest with the projects being reviewed.  

No conflicts were reported.   

REVIEW AND APROVAL OF PREVIOUS IBC MEETING MINUTES

1. [bookmark: _Hlk145685275]Review of meeting minutes dated March 6, 2026.

a. A motion was made by Dr. HyeongJun Kim and seconded by Dr. Megan Keniry to approve the minutes with corrections.
b. All were in favor of approval. 
c. Total Voting = 8		 Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Julie Mustard had not yet joined the meeting and was not present during voting.


[bookmark: _Hlk185498796]4-YEAR RENEWALS

1. IBC-26-08  
Project Title: Role of lncRNA UCA1 in anoikis resistance and colorectal cancer metastasis 
Sponsor: NIH/NIGMS
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Manish Tripathi 
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
Committee Action:                 30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days
       Total Voting = 9		Vote: For = 9, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to investigate role of a long noncoding RNA (LncRNA) in metastasis. 

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF)
2. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise. 

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. Copy/paste all narratives in the boxes into MSWord, submit to spell check, and copy/paste back.
2. In Box 2, mention the single highest risk to personnel in the execution of the project as unlikely as it may be, and in Box 3 how this will be mitigated.  
3. In Box 3, under Biosafety Precautions: describe the specific safety precautions taken during mouse inoculations, refer to restraint techniques, physical barriers, and/or anesthesia as they may apply.
4. On the Pathogenic/Oncogenic Tab: since the cell lines employed are oncogenic, select YES to the first question. Because E. coli DH5a is not a RG2 agent it may safely be removed from the table (1) below.
5. Recombinant Nucleic Acids Tab; Table 1 Inserts: update the list of inserts to include Sox2, Yap1, FDFT1 mentioned in Box 1 Project Summary.
6. Change all instances of 70% EtOH to 10% bleach for disinfection throughout the document.
7. Update the AUP IACUC approval, since the one enclosed appears to have expired.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined the risk to be low, the PI will be working with human cells following Biosafety Level 2 precautions. 

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Julie Mustard and seconded by Dr. Dae Joon to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-08 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  


NEW IBC PROTOCOLS  

1. [bookmark: _Hlk139271611][bookmark: _Hlk218455082]IBC-26-06, IBC-26-07, and IBC-26-09
Project Title: Biomarker Studies in Liver Cancer
Functional characterization of YBX1 an POTE2 gene in Hepatocellular Carinoma progression
Functional role of lncRNA00538(YIYA) in colorectal cancer metastasis and glucose metabolism
Sponsor: CPRIT
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Manish Tripathi 
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
[bookmark: _Hlk139271829][bookmark: _Hlk139033137]Committee Action:                 Tabled
       Total Voting = 9		Vote: For = 9, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The overarching goal of this research is to understand the molecular mechanisms that drive cancer progression, metastasis, and metabolic changes in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and colorectal cancer (CRC). The study focuses on key gene regulators (such as YBX1, POTE2/POTEE, NFATc1, and specific long noncoding RNAs like MALAT1 and YIYA) to determine how they contribute to tumor growth, spread, and treatment resistance. Ultimately, the study seeks to advance precision medicine approaches and reduce cancer-related health disparities by improving detection and treatment strategies for these cancers.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF)
2. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells

[bookmark: _Hlk139270561]Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocols in detail simultaneously and agreed to table the studies and recommend the PI join IBC-26-06, IBC-26-07, and IBC-26-09 in a single, umbrella, protocol as the majority of the protocol contents is the same. Dr. Dae Joon Kim made a note that the start date of the funding source was listed as March 2023 for IBC-26-06, while the submission of IBC-26-06 is April 2025, noting an investigation will need to be done by Mr. Eric Allen to ensure no unapproved work was conducted and a non-compliance has not occurred. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise. 

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. Unify IBC-26-06, IBC-26-07 and IBC-26-09 under a single "umbrella" protocol registration.

Risks Identified: 
The risk will be fully evaluated once the protocol is resubmitted as an umbrella protocol. 

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Subramanian Dhandayuthapani and seconded by Dr. Laura Decanini to table IBC-26-06, IBC-26-07, and IBC-26-09 and request they be submitted as an umbrela study, with amendments being submitted for any future genes the PI would like to add. The motion carried unanimously.  


ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

1. Listing IBC Membership on Public Webpage
a. Dr. Daniele Provenzano mentioned that IBC member names are currently listed on the IBC public website, and asked Mr. Eric Allen if he knew what the rationale behind this could be. He also asked the committee members if they were still ok with this or if they think the names should be removed. 
i. Mr. Eric Allen mentioned there is no requirement from a federal standpoint to have names listed on the website, only the approved meeting minutes. He also brought up that if names were removed from the website, they could be acquired from the posted meeting minutes. 

2. Congruency Reviews on Protocols
a. While discussing Dr. Manish Tripathi’s protocols, the current funding congruency review process was brought up, which Ms. Amy Mutore mentioned is currently set to require one protocol per one funding source. 
i. Ms. Amy Mutore said this policy was put in place by the previous Institutional Official (IO), and a formal request could be submitted to the current IO to have this reassessed. 
ii. Dr. Daniele Provenzano will be submitting a request on behalf of the IBC to have change the process to where a single protocol can be simultaneously linked to multiple grants.  


OTHER BUSINESS

1. EHSRM Report: 
a. Mr. Matthew Moncus mentioned the institution is getting closer to selecting a contractor to take over the radiation safety duties. He mentioned this was more cost-effective to outsource rather than hiring a full-time employee. 
i. Dr. Daniele Provenzano asked if the contractor would be local or sourced from San Antonio of Houston.
ii. Mr. Matthew Moncus mentioned the closest contractor is in Houston and they will be traveling down quarterly for meetings and inspections. 
b. Dr. Provenzano asked Mr. Matthew Moncus for an update on the greenhouse. 
i. Dr. Robin Choudhury said the greenhouse is not fully finished but is functional for some plant work.
ii. Dr. Robin Choudhury mentioned Dr. Manohar Chakrabarti is currently working in the greenhouse, growing seeds from UC Davis center to generate stock. He mentioned Dr. Manohar Chakrabarti is not yet doing any transgenic plant work in the greenhouse as it is not ready for that yet.
1. Dr. Daniele Provenzano pointed out that Dr. Manohar Chakrabarti will need to update his protocols and get his work on transgenic plants approved before beginning. He also mentioned it may be good for Post Approval Monitoring (PAM) to visit the site and confirm no transgenic plant work has been started in the greenhouse. 

2. LAR Report:
a. Ms. Cordelia Rasa mentioned BSL-3 labs are active with animal work and doing well.
b. Ms. Cordelia Rasa also mentioned Dr. Restrepo, who is currently using the BSL-3 lab, had questions on the BSL-3 trainings and needed clarification on what students are allowed to do work in a BSL-3 laboratory.
i. Ms. Cordelia Rasa also brought up that all personnel currently listed on a BSL-3 protocol are taking the BSL-3 trainings and asked the committee if this was necessary.	
ii. Dr. Daniele Provenzano said it is not necessary for students listed on a protocol that will not be doing BSL-3 work to take the BSL-3 training. He mentioned the PI can indicate which students will be doing only BSL-2 work and mentioned a row could be added on tick@lab where it can be indicated whether the student is doing BLS-2 or BSL-3 work.
1. Dr. Decanini raised the question of how the committee would be sure that only the personnel indicated as doing BSL-3 work would have access to the BSL-3 lab.
2. Dr. Daniele Provenzano mentioned students require badge access to enter the BASL-3 lab

3. PAM Report:
a. None.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 3:11 pm.


----APPROVAL OF MINUTES ----
These minutes were approved by the IBC on May 1, 2026.
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