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HBA/IBC MEETING MINUTES
Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
Zoom Meeting

Meeting Minutes

September 11, 2026
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

ATTENDANCE
	
Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	     Area or Department

	Daniele Provenzano (Zoom)
Subramanian Dhandayuthapani (Zoom)
Dae Joon Kim (Zoom)
HyeongJun Kim (Zoom)

Robin Choudhury (Zoom)
	Chair, Scientist
Scientist

Scientist
Scientist

Scientist
	   Bio. & Chem. - Bacterial Genet.  
    Medicine & Oncology    
    
    Medicine & Oncology      
     Phys. and Astron.   Bacterial Chr.          dynamics/biophys./biochem. 
     Bio. & Chem. - SEEMS

	Javier Garcia (Zoom)

Laura Decanini (Zoom)



	BSO, Ex-Officio

Community Representative

	     Environmental Health, Safety & Risk     Management 
     Not Affiliated


Voting Members Absent:
(Without Representation)
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	David Laughlin 
	Community 
Representative
	       Not Affiliated
    

	
	
	



Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	        Area or Department

	Cordelia Rasa (Zoom)
Amy Mutore (Zoom)
Monica Barrera (Zoom)

Eric Allen (Zoom)


	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Admin Rep
	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Office of Research Compliance
Office of Research Compliance

Office of Research Compliance


Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Absent:
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	Matthew Moncus (Zoom)

	Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director

	    Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director     
    


	
	
	


Total Voting Members Present: 7

Guests:
	
	Capacity 

	None
	



QUORUM
The quorum requirement for the IBC meeting is 5 voting members present and must consist of at least 4 members from UTRGV employees and 1 unaffiliated member. Upon quorum being assembled, the meeting was called to order by the Chair at 1:05 pm. Including the Chair, 7 voting members were in attendance at the beginning of the meeting. Quorum was maintained throughout the entire meeting.


WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed the Committee. 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The Chair reminded the Committee to hold in confidence the information revealed and/or discussed during the meeting and not disclose the information to any third parties including investigators and research personnel.  

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

The Chair reminded the Committee of their responsibility to declare any conflicts of interest prior to the discussion of any study included as an agenda item.  Members were reminded that conflicts of interest include financial (e.g., Member or Member’s family hold a financial interest in the research sponsor) and non-financial (e.g. Member is part of a study research team).  The Members were polled for any conflicts of interest with the projects being reviewed.  

No conflicts were reported.   

REVIEW AND APROVAL OF PREVIOUS IBC MEETING MINUTES

1. [bookmark: _Hlk145685275]Review of meeting minutes dated July 10, 2026.

a. A motion was made by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. Robin Choudhury to approve the minutes with corrections.
b. All were in favor of approval. 
c. Total Voting = 7		 Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

2. Review of meeting minutes dated July 17, 2026.

a. A motion was made by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. HyeongJun Kim to approve the minutes with corrections.
b. All were in favor of approval. 
c. Total Voting = 7		 Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.	


ANNUAL REVIEWS

1. IBC-25-10 
Project Title: Genome regulation
Sponsor: American Cancer Society
Biosafety Level: BSL-2+

Principal Investigator (PI):	Shrikanth Gadad
Type of Submission:	 	Annual Review 
Committee Action:		Approved
Total Voting = 7		Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 

Incidents: 
None. 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Appendix C-1: Use of animal cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., tissue culture research).
2. II-A-3: Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).

Discussion:
The committee determined there were no significant changes made to the protocol. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Dae Joon Kim and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to grant approval of IBC-25-10 pending that the training records are up to date. The motion carried unanimously.   


A. 4-YEAR RENEWALS

1. IBC-26-41
Project Title: MUC13 Mucin in Colorectal cancer health disparity
Sponsor: CPRIT
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Subhash Chauhan 
Type of Submission:	 	4-year Renewal
Committee Action:                 30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days
       Total Voting = 7		Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to study the role of MUC13 mucin and its molecular biology, and study the signal transduction pathways regulated by MUC13 and identify potential targets for therapeutic interventions.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3: Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
2. III-E, III-F - Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts.
3. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. In box 1, Project Description, remove the note at the end.
2. Lentivirus vector of 2nd and 3rd generation are being reportedly used.  In Box 2, Risk Assessment, describe the differences between these two delivery systems, their risk assessment, and the reason for using either.
3. In box 3, Biosafety Precautions, describe how animal injection procedures safeguard laboratory research personnel from accidental self-inoculation.
4. In box 4, Waste disposal, address the disposal of animal carcasses.
5. Select YES to the use of Animal Subjects and fill that section accordingly.
6. Ensure that all personnel involved in any research aspect described in the protocol is listed including laboratory technicians, undergraduate and graduate students as well as postdocs.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined risk to be low with work conducted is associated with the lentivirus vector and the human cells. All activities are conducted in accordance with BSL-2 biosafety practices appropriate to the materials and procedures described.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Dae Joon Kim and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-41 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.   


ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

1. IBC 101 Training
a. Mr. Eric Allen informed the committee that the individual that would be providing this training was unable to make it to the meeting. It will be re-scheduled for a later date.

2. IBC BSO & Committee Member Protocol Review Checklists 
a. Mr. Eric Allen presented checklists that were created to assist the committee as well as the BSO with protocol reviews. He asked the committee members to take a look at the documents and provide any feedback. 
b. Dr. Daniele Provenzano asked to confirm that the documents were internal support documents that were not being posted online and Mr. Eric Allen confirmed and mentioned it will be a working document. He also mentioned sections pertaining to BSL-4 should be removed since the institution currently does not have a BSL-4 facility. Mr. Eric Allen said he will remove that from the documents. 
c. Dr. Daniele Provenzano suggested adding information on BSL-2 Plus since some protocol work falls under that category as well. Mr. Eric Allen said he will make an addition on that. 
d. It was agreed that no vote is required on the documents since they will be working documents. Dr. Daniele Provenzano asked if the document could be provided to committee members as a fillable PDF document, Mr. Eric Allen said he will work on creating that.
i. Dr. Daniele Provenzano suggested the document sent to committee members should have lines for comments below each line item.

OTHER BUSINESS

1. EHSRM Report: 
a. None.

2. LAR Report:
a. None.


ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.


----APPROVAL OF MINUTES ----
These minutes were approved by the IBC on October 9, 2026.
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