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HBA/IBC MEETING MINUTES
Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
Zoom Meeting

Meeting Minutes

July 17, 2026
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

ATTENDANCE
	
Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	     Area or Department

	Daniele Provenzano (Zoom)
Julie Mustard (Zoom)
[bookmark: _Hlk146700494]HyeongJun Kim (Zoom)

Robin Choudhury (Zoom)
Subramanian Dhandayuthapani (Zoom)
David Laughlin (Zoom)
 
	Chair, Scientist
Vice-Chair, Scientist
Scientist

Scientist
Scientist

Community 
Representative
	     Bio. & Chem. - Bacterial Genet.  
     Integrative Bio. & Chem. -   Neurosci.       
   Phys. and Astron.   Bacterial Chr.       dynamics/biophys./biochem.  
     Bio. & Chem. - SEEMS
     Medicine & Oncology    

    Not Affiliated


	Javier Garcia (Zoom)



	BSO, Ex-Officio
	     Environmental Health, Safety & Risk  Management 


Voting Members Absent:
(Without Representation)
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	Laura Decanini

Megan Keniry 

Dae Joon Kim 

	Community Representative
Scientist

Scientist

	    Not Affiliated

Integrative Bio. & Chem. – Mamm. Cell                      Bio.        
     Medicine & Oncology      
  

	
	
	



Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	        Area or Department

	Cordelia Rasa (Zoom)
Amy Mutore (Zoom)
Monica Barrera (Zoom)

Eric Allen (Zoom)




	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Admin Rep
	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Office of Research Compliance
Office of Research Compliance

Office of Research Compliance


Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Absent:
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	Matthew Moncus 

	Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director

	    Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director     
    


	
	
	


Total Voting Members Present: 7

Guests:
	
	Capacity 

	None
	



QUORUM
The quorum requirement for the IBC meeting is 6 voting members present and must consist of at least 5 members from UTRGV employees and 1 unaffiliated member. Upon quorum being assembled, the meeting was called to order by the Chair at 1:04 pm. Including the Chair, 7 voting members were in attendance at the beginning of the meeting. Dr. David Laughlin stepped out at 1:05 p.m. and returned at 1:26pm, voting was paused until he returned. Dr. Julie Mustard left the meeting at 2:19pm. Quorum was maintained throughout the entire meeting.


WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed the Committee. 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The Chair reminded the Committee to hold in confidence the information revealed and/or discussed during the meeting and not disclose the information to any third parties including investigators and research personnel.  

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

The Chair reminded the Committee of their responsibility to declare any conflicts of interest prior to the discussion of any study included as an agenda item.  Members were reminded that conflicts of interest include financial (e.g., Member or Member’s family hold a financial interest in the research sponsor) and non-financial (e.g. Member is part of a study research team).  The Members were polled for any conflicts of interest with the projects being reviewed.  

No conflicts were reported.   

REVIEW AND APROVAL OF PREVIOUS IBC MEETING MINUTES

[bookmark: _Hlk145685275]		None.
4-YEAR RENEWALS

1. IBC-26-15 
Project Title: 2022-005-HBA Glycerol stock and growth of Clostridioides difficile and antimicrobial susceptibility test: disc diffusion assay
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator:	Yonghong Zhang
Type of Submission:	 	4-year Renewal
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 7		Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 

Incidents: 
None.
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 

1. Correct In the Project description Box 1, address the rDNA aspect of the project. How will rDNA be used to accomplish which objectives of the project?
2. Since translation initiation factors 1 and 3 will be expressed from an inducible lac promoter, change the answer to question 5 under the rDNA tab “Will experiments synthesize recombinant proteins or recombinant nucleic acids?” to YES.
3. Attach plasmid maps of the rDNA constructs.
4. Currently, the “aerosols” question is answered as NO.  Re-evaluate this answer in light of the techniques used to handle the bacteria as it seems unlikely that no centrifugation, mixing, pipetting, or streaking of bacterial cultures with inoculating loops will take place. 
5. Describe how agar plates will be disposed of and any precautions that will be taken to prevent formation and spreading of Clostridioides difficile spores from old cultures on blood agar plates.
6. Amend references to cleanup and disinfection to remove the use of alcohols and only use 10% bleach.
7. Fill the pathogens/oncogenes table by reporting the strain name and the logistical source of the bacteria in the table below.
Risks Identified: 
The committee determined the risk to be low, as all work involving the bacterium will be conducted in accordance with established BSL-2 biosafety precautions.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Subramanian Dhandayuthapani and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-15 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  

2. IBC-26-16 
Project Title: 2022-003-IBC Identifying venom molecules interacting with human nAChRs
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-1

Principal Investigator:	Ying Jia 
Type of Submission:	 	4-Year Renewal
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 7		Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Incidents: 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections:
1. III-E, III-F - Generation or use of cDNA/genomic libraries.
2. III-E, III-F - Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts.
3. III-F - Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for detection (e.g., probes).
4. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 

1. In project description Box 1, briefly include a description (definition) of the humanized nanobody library.
2. In the insert/vectors table since cDNA libraries and a wide range of rDNA constructs will be produced, group the inserts into categories; these maybe functional, or based on source DNA.  For example: "receptor nAChR subunits", "nanobodies", "phospholipases", "metalloproteases", or "cDNA from snake (species) venom glands" as maybe best applicable under the circumstances.
3. Include rDNA construct map(s) as applicable.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined the risk to be low because the agents used in this work fall within the BSL-1 category and will be handled using appropriate BSL-1 practices and procedures.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. Julie Mustard to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-16 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  


NEW IBC PROTOCOLS  

1. IBC-26-32
Project Title: Umbrella IBC Protocol for ST-CECR Research Core Facilities
Sponsor: NIH-RCMI. CPRIT
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Murali Yallapu  
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
Committee Action:                 30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
       Total Voting = 7		Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to establish an integrated operational framework that leverages advanced core technologies to support multi-scale biological research across tissue, cellular, and molecular systems.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 

1. In the project description Box 1 and under the BSL-2 category, emphasize that should any samples received by the ST-CECR Research Core Facilities raise the currently approved Risk Assessment that the IBC be notifies within 72 hours or receipt of the agents.  This may be applicable in scenarios where tissue, animals, cell lines, pathogens, or human products known to be infected or contaminated with hazardous agents will be received/processed.  Although lentivirus engineered cells will be received (and do not require notification), mention that no lentivirus transduction will be conducted in the core facility.
2. The committee asks the PI clearly state that this protocol covers services provided to UTRGV customers of the core facility and does not include the PIs research project(s) except in the role of a customer of the facility.  Any future customers external to UTRGV will require amendment to this protocol prior to rendering services.
3. In the risk assessment Box 2 change the wording before the listed cells from:  “ Cell lines ... but are not limited to:” to: “Cell lines... like or equivalent in risk assessment to:”
4. In biosafety precaution Box 3 underscore that universal precautions will be taken in the handling and processing of any and all samples received by the core facility and what such precautions entail. 
5. Add IACUC, IRB, and/or IBC approval numbers to this protocol as customers provide animals, animal tissues, human reagents, rDNA-modified or Risk Group 2 (RG-2) agents or above for processing as they are received. Please provide protocol numbers for any samples processed thus far in your amended version. This can be done in the logistical source table.
6. Introduce the FFPE acronym (if needed), paraffin fixed tissues are RG-1 and do not need to be reported.
7. Urine and saliva (sweat, cerebrospinal fluid, etc) are OPIMS (other potentially infectious materials), categorize them as such.
8. In some instances, room numbers are listed but the building name is missing. Add those wherever applicable.
9. Transfer the list of all RG-2 (only) cell lines from the risk assessment Box 1 to the Pathogens and Oncogenic Agents Table; in the logistical source table below, categorize tissues, cells, animals, OPIMS, etc and indicate UTRGV as the source (and IBC/IRB/IACUC protocol approval number if applicable).
10. Provide a rough initial estimate of each category of samples to be processed in the course of a year for each: animal tissues, live or whole animals, OPIMS, human blood/blood products, cell lines, etc.  Keep a tab of the number and category of samples processed in the course of the year and report them upon annual renewal of the protocol.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined that the proposed work presents a low level of risk. The primary routes of exposure associated with this protocol include aerosol generation, direct contact with biological materials, mucosal exposure, percutaneous injury, and indirect surface contact. All activities are conducted in accordance with BSL-2 biosafety practices appropriate to the materials and procedures described.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Subramanian Dhandayuthapani and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-32 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  

1. IBC-26-34
Project Title: Expression of Synaptic Proteins PSD95 in Human Brain Tissue
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator (PI):	Xiaoqian (Naomi) Fang
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol 
Committee Action:                 30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 6                      Vote: For = 6, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
                                                  Dr. Julie Mustard exited the meeting and was not present for the review or vote on this protocol.

Summary: 
The goal of the project is to investigate how palmitoylation of postsynaptic density protein 95 (PSD-95) changes following spontaneous intracerebral hemorrhage (ICH), a stroke subtype with 30–40% mortality and high rates of secondary cognitive impairment. PSD-95 is a synaptic scaffolding protein whose palmitoylation at cysteine residues 3 and 5 regulates its membrane localization and formation of excitotoxic PSD-95–NMDA receptor–nNOS signaling complexes implicated in secondary neuronal injury after ICH. No study to date has specifically evaluated palmitoylation of PSD-95 in human ICH tissue; this project aims to fill that gap using 20 de-identified post-mortem brain tissue samples (10 ICH, 10 controls) obtained from the NIH NeuroBioBank.

NIH Guidelines Sections:
None.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 

1. In Box 3 under Biosafety Precautions, underscore the application of Universal Precautions in the handling of brain tissues and how they will be implemented under the circumstances.
2. Fill the Oncogenic/Pathogenic Agents table by adding the brain tissue samples despite this not being the best fit; such tissues should be reported as potentially hazardous since such agents do belong to Risk Group 2.
3. In Box 4 under Waste Disposal, please amend the following:
a. Solid Biological Waste and discarded sharps: collect all solid, disposable waste contaminated with human brain tissue in a separate red biohazard bag to be marked for pick up by EHSRM personnel prioritized for incineration. 
b. Residual Tissues: indicate that remaining brain material will be bagged in a separate red biohazard bag to be marked for pick up and incineration by EHSRM personnel as indicated above.
c. Liquid Biological Waste and spill procedures involving brain tissue: any solution, liquids, washes, and spills contaminated with human brain tissue should be decontaminated by incubation in 1N Sodium Hydroxide for 1 hour prior to disposal. 

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined that the proposed work presents a low level of risk, given that tissue is received in a frozen, pre-fixed state and no aerosolization of infectious particles is expected under normal handling conditions. All BSL-2 agents will be handled in compliance with applicable BSL-2 biosafety precautions and containment requirements.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. David Laughlin and seconded by Dr. Robin Choudhury to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-34 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  

2. IBC-26-35
Project Title: Palmitoylation assay protocol to study effect of CaM/Ca2+ on palmitoylation of PSD93 
Sponsor: private donation
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator (PI):	 Yonghong Zhang
Type of Submission:	 	 New Protocol 
Committee Action:                  30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 6                       Vote: For = 6, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Julie Mustard exited the meeting and was not present for the     review or vote on this protocol.
Summary: 
The goal of the project is to investigate calcium (Ca2+) and calmodulin (CaM) regulating post-translational modification of scaffolding protein PSD-93 and its impact on postsynaptic density regulation at post synapses. The results will provide experimental evidence showing Ca2+/CaM regulating PSD-93 palmitoylation modification and further negatively affect its ability of functioning as a scaffolding proteins in cells.     

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3, Appendix C-1 - Use of animal cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., tissue culture research).
2. II-A-3 - Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
3. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 

1. In the Project Description Box 1, mention the rationale and significance of the project.  Explain the objectives of the experiments.  Remove, improve and edit the existing working protocol into one single summary paragraph that describes the experimental workflow.  Introduce the acronym MAGUK.
a. Provide the source of the cell line in the logistical tables source.
b. Name all vectors in the vector/insert table: A sentence was inserted for the vector of calmodulin but the vector name is not stated. In the same table, limit the description to the function, any further characterization of the gene product belongs to the Project Description (Box 1). If the constructs are retained episomally in the cell lines transfected, please fill column 6 accordingly.
2. In the Risk Assessment Box 2 and Biosafety Precautions Box 3, mention the reason why HEK-293 cells belong to RG-2, what the hazards might be in this project specifically, and what will be done to mitigate any, respectively.
3. Under the BSL-2 option, edit the sentence that refers to HEK-293 as an organism.
4. Currently, the “aerosols” question is answered as NO.  Re-evaluate this answer in light of the techniques used to handle the cell line as it seems unlikely that no centrifugation, mixing, pipetting will take place. 
5. Fill the Pathogens/Oncogenes table by reporting the HEK 293 cell line and the logistical source in the table below.
6. Fill the shipping/receiving portion of the registration since some reagents will be received from a collaborator at University of Pennsylvania. 
7. Fill the insert/vector table by listing all constructs employed in this study and attach maps of the listed rDNA.
Risks Identified: 
The committee determined that the proposed work presents a low level of risk due to the use of Risk Group 2 cells and the work being conducted under Biosafety Level 2 precautions. 

Motion:
A motion was entered by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. David Laughlin to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-35 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  

3. IBC-26-20
Project Title: Experimental Protocol: Bacterial Detection Using Nanoparticle-Embedded Fibers
Sponsor: NSF
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator (PI):	 Julie Vanegas
Type of Submission:	 	 New Protocol 
Committee Action:                  30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 6                       Vote: For = 6, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Julie Mustard exited the meeting and was not present for the     review or vote on this protocol.

Summary: 
The goal of the project is to evaluate whether nanoparticle-embedded fibers can produce a visible color response after contact with standard bacterial suspensions. The rationale for the project is to explore a simple, low-cost material-based approach for bacterial detection that could be useful for future environmental, research, or contamination-monitoring applications. 

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
1. The three bacterial species/strains belong to Risk Group 2, indicate YES to the use of pathogens and list them in the Pathogenic/Oncogenic table below.
2. Remove any and all references to what will not be done under this protocol as they are not applicable here.
3. Improve the description of the potential hazards involved in handling the three bacterial agents in the Risk Assessment Box 2 by describing what hazard each presents, route of transmission, disease manifestation, etc.
4. In the Biosafety Precautions Box 3 state what will be done to mitigate those specific potential species-specific hazards.
5. Two labs are reported as the sites of experimentation (ESCNE 3.511 and 1.507N), change the answer to question 8 about transport between laboratories to YES and describe the transport procedure for bacterial cultures.
6. The question asking for access to an autoclave should be changed to YES and the location of the autoclave provided since autoclaves are available in the building.
7. Production of aerosols is virtually impossible to avoid. Select YES and keep the answer as provided since those are all acceptable mitigation strategies.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined that the proposed work presents a low level of risk due to the use of Risk Group 2 bacterial agents and the work being conducted under Biosafety Level 2 precautions. 

Motion:
A motion was entered by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. Robin Choudhury to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-20 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  

5. IBC-26-31
Project Title: Cell biology of muscle diseases
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator (PI):	 Gloria Conover
Type of Submission:	 	 New Protocol 
Committee Action:                  30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 6                       Vote: For = 6, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Julie Mustard exited the meeting and was not present for the     review or vote on this protocol.

Summary: 
The goal of this project is to understand how the desmin intermediate filament (IF) cytoskeleton regulates organelle organization, metabolic function, and autophagy in muscle cells, and how these processes contribute to inherited muscle disease. The long-term objective of my research is the development of disease-relevant cellular models to understand the molecular mechanisms driving disease onset and progression.
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3, Appendix C-1 - Use of animal cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., tissue culture research).
2. II-A-3 - Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
3. III-D-1, 2 - Use of or the cloning genes from, or into a Risk Group 2, 3, 4 or restricted agent.
4. III-E, III-F - Generation or use of cDNA/genomic libraries.
5. III-E, III-F - Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts.
6. III-F - Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for detection (e.g., probes).
7. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion: 
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
1. Edit the Project Description Box 1 to improve the description of the experimental flow.  For example (hypothetical): Cardiomyocytes and/or immortalized embryonic cardiomyocytes with disrupted desmin or related intermediate filament genes will be transfected with plasmids that (describe the function of the constructs) and incubated. In some instances, peptides to disrupt interactions between intermediate filaments and microtubules will be added.  When the cells are examined by confocal microscopy, RNA extracted for QPCR and proteins isolated for SDS-PAGE/Western blotting, what will they assess.
2. Since the laboratory and all research facilities in ESCNE are BSL-2, best practices indicate that the highest BSL-level should apply to all aspects of the project under the circumstances.
3. Change the answer to question 8 to indicate that agents will be transported between laboratories as described elsewhere in the protocol and briefly describe the transport protocol.
4. Mention the name of the immortalized cardiomyocyte cell line.
5. In the BSL-2 precautions description, describe specific procedures and precautions to reduce any risks applicable to this project (rather than what is mentioned during lab meetings).  
6. In the biological agents' logistical table, provide the institution/company source of chicken cardiomyocytes.
7. In the vector/insert table, it appears that the recombinant constructs listed are maintained and propagated in E. coli but are intended for expression in the cardiomyocytes. Change the host expression cells (4) accordingly.
8. Attach plasmid maps for the constructs employed and described in the protocol.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined that the proposed work presents a low level of risk due to the mammalian and primary chick embryonic cardiomyocyte work being performed under BSL-2 conditions using established cell lines obtained from commercial sources.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. David Laughlin to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-31 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  

6. IBC-26-36
Project Title: Self-Collected HPV Detection via ddPCR for Community Cervical Cancer Screening
Sponsor: NIH
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator (PI):	Vivek Kumar
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol 
Committee Action:                 30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 6                      Vote: For = 6, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Julie Mustard exited the meeting and was not present for the       review or vote on this protocol.

Summary:
The goal of this project is to address numerous barriers experienced by populations, particularly the Hispanic population, regarding HPV screenings by evaluating self-collected vaginal samples for HPV detection using multiplex droplet digital PCR (ddPCR). One hundred women aged 25–65 will receive bilingual, illustrated self-collection instructions.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
2. III-F - Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for detection (e.g., probes).

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
1. In Box 1 Project Description, edit the narrative to summarize the workflow in a paragraph or two in place of the detailed methodological protocols provided.  Include a description of the use of the plasmid/construct controls and what they consist of.
2. Fill in the inserts/vector table for the control plasmids.
3. Provide plasmid maps of the control constructs employed in the project. 
4. Depending on the sequences cloned, recombinant plasmids with HPV DNA that cannot replicate in eukaryotic cells may be Risk Group 1.  On the other hand, HPV viral particles are RG-2.  Once provided, these distinctions will determine how the pathogenic/oncogenic table should be filled.
5. Correct the room number from 2.30 to 2.230 in two instances.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined that the proposed work presents a low level of risk. All work will be performed under BSL-2 conditions using acquired de-identified self-collected specimens and using additional precautions such as double-gloving when applicable.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. HyeongJun Kim to grant 30-day approval of IBC-26-36 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.  


E. ANNUAL REVIEWS 
 
None.

AMENDENTS

None.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

1. Administrative Approvals – Lab Changes
a. Ms. Amy Mutore asked the committee if protocol amendments and/or annual reviews involving lab-room changes only could be sent to sub-committee review for administrative approval as in the case of personnel-only changes. Committee members all agreed on this change. 
b. Total Voting = 7               Vote: For = 7, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Julie Mustard was still present at the meeting during the discussion of this item and was included on the vote.

A motion was entered by Dr. David Laughlin and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to make laboratory location changes an administrative approval item rather than presenting those changes in committee meeting. The motion carried unanimously.  

2. CITI Training Changes
a. Ms. Amy Mutore mentioned to the committee that the training platform CITI will be remodeling the biosafety training modules. These changes will result in an increase in training costs.
i. To help offset this cost increase, Ms. Amy Mutore mentioned she was given the option to propose removing training modules that are no longer needed from the CITI training modules list.
ii. The training modules proposed for removal are the Shipping & Transport of Regulated Biological Materials and the Animal Biosafety training modules. The CITI Plant Biosafety training would remain on the list.
1. Mr. Javier Garcia said the Shipping & Transport of Regulated Biological Materials training can be removed.
2. Dr. Julie Mustard asked if the rDNA portion covered in the Animal Biosafety would be covered on any other training if the Animal Biosafety training is removed from the IBC side. Ms. Amy Mutore said there is an Animal Biosafety CITI training on the IACUC side that would be taken if the IBC personnel work with animals.
a. Ms. Amy Mutore and Ms. Monica Barrera will be verifying if the Animal Biosafety training on the IACUC side includes coverage on rDNA-related items. If so, then this training can be removed from the IBC training modules list.

3. PI BSL Lab Concerns
a. Ms. Amy Mutore informed the committee that Dr. Michael Persans communicated concerns regarding unauthorized individuals accessing his laboratory and removing equipment/materials without his knowledge and consent. Dr. Michael Persans also mentioned the laboratory biosafety signage has been removed.
i. Mr. Javier Garcia mentioned the laboratory room only had a laminar flow hood that was never certified and there is no biosafety cabinet, so that may be why there is no signage. But, he did agree that card access to the lab definitely seemed to have been given out to individuals that were not initially approved for access. 
1. Ms. Amy Mutore mentioned the administrator may be the one with access that is letting others into the lab space. This administrator communicated to the PI that she was told to give access to this lab to others as needed. 
2. Mr. Javier Garcia suggested sending an email to EHSRM Director Matthew Moncus to find out exactly what is going on before proceeding.


OTHER BUSINESS

1. Lab-specific Training Document
a. Dr. Daniele Provenzano mentioned the lab-specific training document developed by him, Ms. Amy Mutore, and Mr. Eric Allen for Principal Investigators (PIs).
i. He suggested that we begin requiring the submission of the document along with the documentation of other training modules and asked if the form has been uploaded to the IBC site to be available for PIs to download and complete.
1. Mr. Eric Allen said he will follow up to ensure the document is uploaded on the IBC website. 

2. Update Regarding the UTRGV Greenhouse
a. Ms. Cordelia Rasa mentioned that her and Mr. Javier Garcia went to take a look at the greenhouse in person so check out the status. She mentioned it looks amazing. 
i. Many updates have been made, including installation of new siding, upgraded fans, both entries have a lockable double door vestibule prior to the entrance, sink available to the whole greenhouse, and updates to the mesh at the entry and exit of the cooling air intake/exit.
ii. Ms. Cordelia Rasa also pointed out minor pending items for improvement, she mentioned the greenhouse will be at BSL2 plus status once these minor items are resolved according to her notes from Montana State University.
1. Items pending include multiple areas needing to be sealed, restricting access by locking doors, implementation of entry logs, adding PPE for BSL-2 plus section of the greenhouse, installation of coat racks, and it was suggested to spray paint the ground to identify the area where work will be done.
iii. Dr. David Laughlin mentioned that the Texas Department of Agriculture local office regularly inspects citrus facilities and said they are good at making necessary suggestions when needed, in case it is of any help. He mentioned he can pass along their contact information. 
b. Dr. Daniele Provenzano asked what the estimated date of completion is, since the PI that will be using this greenhouse will be submitting an amendment to his protocol soon and the committee will need to be ready for that. The date is unknown but possibly the Fall. 

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm.


----APPROVAL OF MINUTES ----
These minutes were approved by the IBC on September 11, 2026.
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