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HBA/IBC MEETING MINUTES
Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC)
Zoom Meeting

Meeting Minutes

July 10, 2026
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm

ATTENDANCE
	
Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	     Area or Department

	Julie Mustard (Zoom)
[bookmark: _Hlk139032259]Megan Keniry (Zoom)

Dae Joon Kim (Zoom)
Robin Choudhury (Zoom)
Subramanian Dhandayuthapani (Zoom)
David Laughlin (Zoom)
 
	Vice-Chair, Scientist
Scientist

Scientist
Scientist
Scientist

Community 
Representative
	     Integrative Bio. & Chem. -   Neurosci.       
Integrative Bio. & Chem. – Mamm. Cell                      Bio.        
   Medicine & Oncology      
     Bio. & Chem. - SEEMS
     Medicine & Oncology    

    Not Affiliated


	Javier Garcia (Zoom)

Laura Decanini (Zoom)




	BSO, Ex-Officio

Community Representative

	     Environmental Health, Safety & Risk  Management 
     Not Affiliated


Voting Members Absent:
(Without Representation)
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	Daniele Provenzano
HyeongJun Kim
	Chair, Scientist
Scientist
	    Bio. & Chem. - Bacterial Genet.  
    Phys. and Astron.   Bacterial Chr.            dynamics/biophys./biochem.  
    

	
	
	



Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Present:
	
	IBC Position
	        Area or Department

	Cordelia Rasa (Zoom)
Amy Mutore (Zoom)
Monica Barrera (Zoom)

Eric Allen (Zoom)


	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Professional Support
Ex-Officio, Admin Rep
	Ex-Officio, LAR & BSL3 Director
Office of Research Compliance
Office of Research Compliance

Office of Research Compliance


Ex-Officio Non-Voting Members Absent:
	
	IBC Position
	       Area or Department

	Matthew Moncus (Zoom)

	Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director

	    Ex-Officio, EHSRM Director     
    


	
	
	


Total Voting Members Present: 8

Guests:
	
	Capacity 

	None
	



QUORUM
The quorum requirement for the IBC meeting is 6 voting members present and must consist of at least 5 members from UTRGV employees and 1 unaffiliated member. IBC Chair Dr. Daniele Provenzano did not attend due to technical difficulties, the meeting was therefore chaired by Vice-Chair Dr. Julie Mustard. Upon quorum being assembled, the meeting was called to order by the Vice-Chair at 1:17 pm. Including the Vice-Chair, 8 voting members were in attendance at the beginning of the meeting. Dr. Megan Keniry left at 2:56 p.m. Quorum was maintained throughout the entire meeting.


WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed the Committee. 

STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The Chair reminded the Committee to hold in confidence the information revealed and/or discussed during the meeting and not disclose the information to any third parties including investigators and research personnel.  

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

The Chair reminded the Committee of their responsibility to declare any conflicts of interest prior to the discussion of any study included as an agenda item.  Members were reminded that conflicts of interest include financial (e.g., Member or Member’s family hold a financial interest in the research sponsor) and non-financial (e.g. Member is part of a study research team).  The Members were polled for any conflicts of interest with the projects being reviewed.  

No conflicts were reported.   

REVIEW AND APROVAL OF PREVIOUS IBC MEETING MINUTES

1. [bookmark: _Hlk145685275]Review of meeting minutes dated May 1, 2026.

a. A motion was made by Dr. Megan Keniry and seconded by Dr. Subramanian Dhandayuthapani to approve the minutes with corrections.
b. All were in favor of approval. 
c. Total Voting = 8		 Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

2. Review of meeting minutes dated May 22, 2026.

a. A motion was made by Dr. Megan Keniry and seconded by Dr. Larua Decanini to approve the minutes with corrections.
b. All were in favor of approval. 
c. Total Voting = 8		 Vote: For = 6, Against = 0, Abstained = 2, Recused = 0.
	Dr. Julie Mustard and Dr. Dae Joon Kim chose to abstain from voting due to not being present at the May 22nd meeting.


ANNUAL REVIEWS

1. IBC-25-09 
Project Title: Pathogenic mechanisms of mycobacteria and mycoplasma species 
Sponsor: NIH
Biosafety Level: BSL-3

Principal Investigator:	Subramanian Dhandayuthapani
Type of Submission:	 	Annual Review 
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 8		Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 
Dr. Subramanian Dhandayuthapani was placed in a waiting room during the review of his protocol.

Incidents: 
None. 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Appendix C-1: Use of animal cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., tissue culture research).
2. II-A-3: Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
3. III-A-1-a: Transfer of Drug Resistance trait to microorganisms (engineering resistance against a drug used to treat disease caused by the biological agent requires NIH approval).
4. III-D-1, 2: Use of or the cloning genes from, or into a Risk Group 2, 3, 4 or restricted agent.
5. III-D-3, III-E-1: Use of virus or viruses (experiments involving Influenza viruses fall under III-D-7).
6. III-E, III-F: Generation or use of cDNA/genomic libraries.
7. III-E, III-F: Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts.
8. III-F: Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for detection (e.g., probes).
9. III-E, III-F: Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.
10. III-D-4: Administration of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules into animals (e.g., transformed cells, vectors).
11. III-E-3: Experiments involving transgenic/knockout animals requiring ABSL-1 containment.
12. III-D-4: Experiments involving transgenic/knockout animals requiring ABSL-2 and above containment.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. Confirm what section the personnel listed twice should be listed under.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Mr. Javier Garcia and seconded by Dr. Robin Choudhury to grant 30-day approval of IBC-25-09 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.   

2. IBC-23-85 
Project Title: 2020-003-IBC & 2020-005-HBA N-terminal Mediated Targeting, Location and Function of PSD-MAGUKs at synapses
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator:	Xiaoqian Fang
Type of Submission:	 	Annual Review 
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 8		Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 

Incidents: 
None. 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3: Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
2. III-E, III-F: Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts.
3. III-E, III-F: Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. In Box 3 under Biosafety Precautions, please underscore the application of Universal Precautions in the handling of brain tissues and how they will be implemented under the circumstances.
2. Fill the Oncogenic/Pathogenic Agents table by adding the brain tissue samples despite this not being the best fit; such tissues should be reported as potentially hazardous since such agents do belong to Risk Group 2.
3. In Box 4 under Waste Disposal, please amend the following:
· Solid Biological Waste and discarded sharps: collect all solid, disposable waste contaminated with human brain tissue in a separate red biohazard bag to be marked for pick up by EHSRM personnel prioritized for incineration. 
· Residual Tissues: indicate that remaining brain material will be bagged in a separate red biohazard bag to be marked for pick up and incineration by EHSRM personnel as indicated above.
· Liquid Biological Waste and spill procedures involving brain tissue: any solution, liquids, washes, and spills contaminated with human brain tissue should be decontaminated by incubation in 1N Sodium Hydroxide for 1 hour prior to disposal. 

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Dae Joon Kim and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to grant 30-day approval of IBC-23-85 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.   

3. IBC-23-52 
Project Title: 2023-002-IBC Creation of Knockout Laboratory Opossums
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator:	John VandeBerg
Type of Submission:		Annual Review 
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 8		Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 

Incidents: 
None. 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Appendix C-1: Use of animal cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., tissue culture research).
2. III-D-4: Administration of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules into animals (e.g., transformed cells, vectors).
3. III-D-4: Experiments involving transgenic/knockout animals requiring ABSL-2 and above containment.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. In the Project Summary tab, under Research Locations, correct question number three to have “College of Sciences” selected.
· Also in this section, update the office address.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Dae Joon Kim and seconded by Mr. Robin Choudhury to grant 30-day approval of IBC-23-52 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.   

4. IBC-23-44 
Project Title: 2019-010-HBA Local dual delivery of a chemotherapy and an anti-angiogenic agent from an injectable functionalized biodegradable biomaterial system for the treatment of gliomas
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator:	Sue Anne Chew
Type of Submission:		Annual Review 
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days.
Total Voting = 8		Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 

Incidents: 
None. 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. Correct “this cell type” to specify what cell type is being used, in this case the HepG2 cell.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Dae Joon Kim and seconded by Dr. Laura Decanini to grant 30-day approval of IBC-23-44 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.   

AMENDMENTS

1. IBC-23-09 
Project Title: 2019-008-HBA Cell biology of microvascular diseases in the eye-diabetic retinopathy and age-related macular degeneration 
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2

Principal Investigator:	Xiaoqian (Naomi) Fang
Type of Submission:	 	Amendment
Committee Action:		30-day Approval; Revisions needed to secure approval past 30 days
Total Voting = 8		Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0. 

Incidents: 
None. 
 
NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make multiple minor revisions to secure approval after 30 days. The Committee reviewed and verified that the protocol specifies all approved laboratory spaces authorized for the proposed activities. All procedures outlined in the protocol were determined to be consistent with established standard laboratory practices and compliant with institutional requirements for work in these designated spaces, except as noted below. PI CVs have been evaluated to verify and certify subject matter expertise.  

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. Fix spacing errors within the text on the tick@lab form.
2. Change “Yes” to “No” on Human/Primate Specimens tab.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Dae Joon Kim and seconded by Mr. Javier Garcia to grant 30-day approval of IBC-23-09 pending the changes and information requested are satisfactorily addressed by the PI and that the training records are up to date to secure approval past the 30-day period. The motion carried unanimously.   


A. 4-YEAR RENEWALS

1. IBC-26-16
Project Title: 2022-003-IBC Identifying venom molecules interacting with human nAChRs 
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-1 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Ying Jia 
Type of Submission:	 	4-year Renewal
Committee Action:                 Tabled
       Total Voting = 8		Vote: For = 8, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.
Dr. Megan Keniry left before the review of this protocol and therefore did not vote. 

Summary:
The goal of the project is to identify and characterize animal venom molecules that selectively interact with human nAChR subtypes and identify and characterize nanobodies capable of disrupting the interactions between venom toxins, particularly phospholipase A₂ (PLA₂), and human nAChR subunits. These studies will provide mechanistic insights into toxin–receptor recognition and establish a foundation for the development of novel therapeutic inhibitors targeting venom toxins. 

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. III-E, III-F - Generation or use of cDNA/genomic libraries.
2. III-E, III-F - Cloning and vector construction in bacteria and yeasts.
3. III-F - Use of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules for detection (e.g., probes).
4. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee discussed the protocol in detail and determined that the PI would need to make clarifications on multiple areas of the protocol to secure approval after a re-review. A follow-up ad-hoc meeting was scheduled to review the updated protocol again.

The following changes are requested from PI: 
 
1. Is the nanobody library being expressed in bacteria and yeast? Please provide more details on how the nanobody library will work.
· Clarification on this will also help with confirming the BSL-1 status listed.
· Please also answer the question below the BSL-1 selection.
2. Please list the family of toxins being used.
3. Please clarify where the nanobody is from.

Risks Identified: 
The committee determined further clarifications need to be provided on the nanobody library being used in order to give an accurate risk assessment.

Motion:
A motion was entered by Dr. Laura Decanini and seconded by Dr. Dae Joon Kim to table IBC-26-16 and review again at a meeting scheduled for the following week. The motion carried unanimously.   

2. IBC-26-15
Project Title: 2022-005-HBA Glycerol stock and growth of Clostridioides difficile and antimicrobial susceptibility test: disc diffusion assay
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Yonghong Zhang 
Type of Submission:	 	4-year Renewal
Committee Action:                 Not Reviewed 
       Total Voting = 0		Vote: For = 0, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to test the inhibitory activity of our designed peptides against Clostridioides difficile by doing antimicrobial susceptibility test: disc diffusion assay. 

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. III-E, III-F - Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee decided to review 4-year renewals and new IBC protocols at a meeting scheduled for the following week so the committee chair can be present.

Risks Identified: 
Risks will be assessed upon protocol review.

Motion:
No motion was entered for this protocol as committee agreed to review it at an ad-hoc meeting the following week.

[bookmark: _Hlk185498796]NEW IBC PROTOCOLS  

1. [bookmark: _Hlk139271611][bookmark: _Hlk218455082]IBC-26-32
Project Title: Umbrella IBC Protocol for ST-CECR Research Core Facilities
Sponsor: NIH-RCMI. CPRIT
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Murali Yallapu  
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
[bookmark: _Hlk139033137][bookmark: _Hlk139271829]Committee Action:                 Not Reviewed
       Total Voting = 0		Vote: For = 0, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to provide centralized access to cutting-edge technologies and shared research infrastructure that support multidisciplinary biomedical and translational research across the Rio Grande Valley

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

[bookmark: _Hlk139270561]Discussion:
The Committee decided to review 4-year renewals and new IBC protocols at a meeting scheduled for the following week so the committee chair can be present.

Risks Identified: 
Risks will be assessed upon protocol review.

Motion:
No motion was entered for this protocol as committee agreed to review it at an ad-hoc meeting the following week.

2. IBC-26-34
Project Title: Expression of Synaptic Proteins PSD95 in Human Brain Tissue
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Xiaoqian (Naomi) Fang  
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
Committee Action:                 Not Reviewed
       Total Voting = 0		Vote: For = 0, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to fill that gap using 20 de-identified post-mortem brain tissue samples (10 ICH, 10 controls) obtained from the NIH NeuroBioBank.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee decided to review 4-year renewals and new IBC protocols at a meeting scheduled for the following week so the committee chair can be present.

Risks Identified: 
Risks will be assessed upon protocol review.

Motion:
No motion was entered for this protocol as committee agreed to review it at an ad-hoc meeting the following week.

3. IBC-26-35
Project Title: Palmitoylation assay protocol to study effect of CaM/Ca2+ on palmitoylation of PSD93
Sponsor: Private donation
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Yonghong Zhang  
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
Committee Action:                 Not Reviewed
       Total Voting = 0		Vote: For = 0, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to investigate calcium (Ca2+) and calmodulin (CaM) regulating post-translational modification of scaffolding protein PSD-93 and its impact on postsynaptic density regulation at post synapses.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
1. II-A-3 - Appendix C-1: Use of animal cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., tissue culture research).
2. II-A-3: Use of human cells/cell lines or tissues (e.g., human blood, 293 cell lines, CSF).
3. III-E, III-F: Expression of recombinant or synthetic nucleic acid molecules in cultured cells.

Discussion:
The Committee decided to review 4-year renewals and new IBC protocols at a meeting scheduled for the following week so the committee chair can be present.

Risks Identified: 
Risks will be assessed upon protocol review.

Motion:
No motion was entered for this protocol as committee agreed to review it at an ad-hoc meeting the following week.

4. IBC-26-20
Project Title: Experimental Protocol: Bacterial Detection Using Nanoparticle-Embedded Fibers
Sponsor: NSF
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Julie Vanegas  
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
Committee Action:                 Not Reviewed
       Total Voting = 0		Vote: For = 0, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to evaluate whether nanoparticle-embedded fibers can produce a visible color response after contact with standard bacterial suspensions. The rationale for the project is to explore a simple, low-cost material-based approach for bacterial detection that could be useful for future environmental, research, or contamination-monitoring applications.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee decided to review 4-year renewals and new IBC protocols at a meeting scheduled for the following week so the committee chair can be present.

Risks Identified: 
Risks will be assessed upon protocol review.

Motion:
No motion was entered for this protocol as committee agreed to review it at an ad-hoc meeting the following week.

5. IBC-26-31
Project Title: Cell biology of muscle diseases
Sponsor: N/A
Biosafety Level: BSL-2 

Principal Investigator (PI):	Gloria Conover  
Type of Submission:	 	New Protocol
Committee Action:                 Not Reviewed
       Total Voting = 0		Vote: For = 0, Against = 0, Abstained = 0, Recused = 0.

Summary:
The goal of the project is to understand how the desmin intermediate filament (IF) cytoskeleton regulates organelle organization, metabolic function, and autophagy in muscle cells, and how these processes contribute to inherited muscle disease. The long-term objective of the research is the development of disease-relevant cellular models to understand the molecular mechanisms driving disease onset and progression.

NIH Guidelines Sections: 
None.

Discussion:
The Committee decided to review 4-year renewals and new IBC protocols at a meeting scheduled for the following week so the committee chair can be present.

Risks Identified: 
Risks will be assessed upon protocol review.

Motion:
No motion was entered for this protocol as committee agreed to review it at an ad-hoc meeting the following week.


ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

1. The committee decided to cover administrative items planned for this meeting at a meeting scheduled for the following week.

OTHER BUSINESS

1. EHSRM Report: 
a. None.

2. LAR Report:
a. None.


ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 3:06 pm.


----APPROVAL OF MINUTES ----
These minutes were approved by the IBC on September 11, 2026.
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