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2024 CUTC SUMMER MEETING – June 10–12, 2024

Hilton Garden Inn
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Sand Rose Beach Resort



Lodging
Hilton Garden Inn is the primary conference hotel: 100 Rooms

– $220/night by April 30, 2024
– 7010 Padre Blvd, South Padre Island, TX 78597 
– Ph. (956) 761-8700 

Sand Rose Beach Resort has an additional 50 rooms
– $180/night by April 30, 2024

– Adjacent to the Hilton Garden Inn at 7000 Padre Blvd, South Padre 
Island, TX 78597

– Ph. (956) 772-7000

ALL Lodging is first come-first served
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Transportation

• Provided by UTCRS to and from Brownsville South 
Padre Island Airport and Harlingen Valley 
International Airport to Hilton Garden Inn Hotel 
South Padre Island, TX. 

• Transportation will be provided to all other 
destinations listed in the meeting program 
including trip back to airports on June 13, 2024.
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ARRIVAL Shuttle Schedule from 
BRO and HRL Airports to Hilton 

Garden Inn SPI, Monday June 10, 2024
Pick Up             Depart

12:00 p.m.          12:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.            3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.            5:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.            8:00 p.m.
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McAllen International Airport – MFE 
is optional (no shuttle available)

Brownsville South Padre Island Airport - BRO
Valley International Airport 
Harlingen - HRL
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UTCRS Welcomes you to our Magnificent “El Magico Valle de Rio Grande”. 
The region offers a wonderful subtropical climate, with sunny weather and 
warm-to-hot temperatures prevailing all year long. Our beautiful beach will 
greet you with the gentle shallow waves of  the Gulf  of  Mexico. The beach 
stretches for miles and is perfect for relaxing and soaking up the sun after a 
long day of  meetings.
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Program at a Glance

June 12, 2024June 11, 2024June 10, 2024

Continental Breakfast: 
7:00 – 8:00 a.m.

Authentic Mexican 
Breakfast: 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 

Noon – 6:30 p.m. 
Check-in for CUTC 

Summer Meeting at Hilton 
Garden Inn Main Lobby Coffee Break: 10:00 a.m.Coffee Break: 10:00 a.m.

Lunch Box: 
12:00 – 12:45 p.m.Lunch: 12:00 – 1:00 p.m.Welcome Reception

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Location:

Barry’s Beach Bar in Hilton 
Garden Inn SPI Hotel

Depart for Tours at 
1:00 p.m.Coffee Break: 3:00 p.m.

Closing Dinner at UTRGV 
Brownsville Campus

6:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Dinner at the Hilton 
Garden Inn SPI Hotel

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
*Please use these times for planning purposes
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Registration Fees:

Early Bird Registration – April 
30, 2024* - $525

After April 30, 2024, Registration 
is $575
*Tour Registration must be 
completed BEFORE March 31st

Attendee Guest Registration is 
$125, which includes:
 Reception on June 10, 2024.
 Lunch Box on June 12, 2024.
 Tours to SpaceX and Port of  

Brownsville**
 Closing Dinner.
**if  registered before March 31st
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Plenty of  fun for the entire family. Gravity Park in South Padre Island, TX, 
offers the following fun activities:  Ferris Wheel, Bungee Jumping, Go Carts, 
and Restaurant-Bars by the Bayside.
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Want to participate in SpaceX Tour (Wednesday, June 12th)?  

Register BEFORE March 31, 2024
Guests welcome with guest registration fee



11

Second Tour:   Port of  Brownsville facilities
Guests welcome with guest registration fee
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Closing Dinner (following tours)

Location: Brownsville Campus, 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Transportation provided
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DEPARTING Shuttle 
Schedule from the Hilton 
Garden Inn SPI Hotel BRO 
and HRL, June 13, 2024:

Departure Times
6:00 am
8:45 am
11:30 am

**additional if  needed**



Contact Information
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Constantine Tarawneh, Ph.D.
UTCRS Director

Email: constantine.tarawneh@utrgv.edu
Email: railwaysafety@utrgv.edu

Office: (956) 665-2607; Mobile: (956) 867-5907

Gabriela Cantu
UTCRS Program Assistant

Email: gabriela.cantu@utrgv.edu
Email: railwaysafety@utrgv.edu

Office: (956) 665-3070
Mobile: (956) 429-7468

Manuela Cantu
UTCRS Program Coordinator

Email: manuela.cantu@utrgv.edu
Email: railwaysafety@utrgv.edu

Office: (956) 665-8878
Mobile: (956) 432-2407


