
FILM STUDIES MINOR 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

FILM 3307 - Introduction to Film Studies 

An introduction to the study of film as a particular literary genre with special emphasis on fictional film, 

technical film analysis, and cinematic interpretation. Prerequisites: None. Crosslisted as ENG 3307.  

 

FILM 3308 - Literature & Film Adaptation 

A study of film adaptation of literary works with a special focus on the different types of adaptations, the 

level of fidelity, and the historical and technical differences between the two artistic mediums. Prerequisites: 

None. Crosslisted as ENG 3308.  

 

FILM 3325 - History & Significance of the Motion Picture 

Historical survey of motion pictures from 1890s to the present. Students will view, study and review major 

motion pictures from various periods, noting important periods, styles, genres and movements in the 

dramatic film (including foreign films and TV). Prerequisites: None. 

  

FILM 3326 - American Film Genre 

This course will offer an overview of the fourteen basic American film genres. Students will study their 

evolution from the silent days to the present and examine how commercial considerations have influence 

their development in both positive and negative terms. Crosslisted as THTF 3316. 

 

FILM 3331 - Philosophy & Film 

This course examines philosophical issues through the lens of film. Possible topics include image and reality, 

representation and culture, beauty, politics, morality, and aesthetic theory. Prerequisites: None. 

  



FILM 3395 - Movies & Politics 

This course analyzes the way movies have examined the political and social impacts of various issues. The 

course includes such topics as the relationship between politics, corruption and power; the bases of 

discrimination; the idea of community; and the tension between institutional authority and individual 

autonomy. Prerequisites: None. 

 

FILM 4307 - Topics in Film Theory 

A study of film critics' and theorists' responses to film and the various theories that have been developed, 

including formalism, realism, auteurism, ideology critique, feminism, psychoanalysis, and cultural studies. 

Prerequisites: None. Crosslisted as ENG 4307.  

 

FILM 4308 - Topics in International Film 

Investigates the cultural, political, aesthetic, ideological, historical and theoretical issues of international 

cinema. May be repeated once when the topic varies. May be repeated once when the topic varies. 

Prerequisites: None. Crosslisted as ENG 4308.  

 

FILM 4309 - Special Topics in Film 

Advanced study of the film associated with a particular movement, genre, director, theme, or stylistic 

technique. May be repeated once when the topic varies. Prerequisites: None. Crosslisted as ENG 4309.  

 

FILM 4363 - History of Mexican Cinema 

This course examines the cultural and commercial development of the Mexican film industry. Both texts as 

well as films are used to understand this art and the extent to which it reflects values and issues of 

importance to Mexicans. May be counted as History or Film Studies course in satisfying degree requirements. 


