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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

A. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide regulations for the sale, service, possession, and
consumption of alcoholic beverages at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV) facilities
and on property leased, owned, or controlled by UTRGV, including all annexes and off-campus
property.

B. Persons Affected

This policy applies to all individuals associated with or on the premises of UTRGV, including
without limitation employees, faculty, students, visitors, volunteers, contractors, or vendors.

C. Policy

1. Except as otherwise provided in this policy, the use of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on
the property of and in buildings owned or controlled by UTRGV.

2. Authorized Use of Alcoholic Beverages

a. University-Sponsored Events

i. Under no circumstances may an organizer publicly advertise an event using alcoholic
beverages as an inducement to attend. Advertising of events may not include a
reference in any manner to the sale or availability of alcohol.

ii. Activities where alcohol is served must not have drinking as the sole or primary
purpose of the event. "All you can drink" parties and any form of “drinking contest"
are prohibited.

b. Premises Licensed for Alcoholic Beverages

UTRGV, through its authorized contractor (“Dining Services Provider”), maintains and
operates UTRGV Dining Services. The Dining Services Provider has a permit issued by the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission (“TABC”) to serve alcoholic beverages for
consumption at all UTRGV campus locations in accordance with Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Code and related administrative regulations.

i. Alcoholic beverages may not leave the site where they were purchased or dispensed
except in bulk form to be dispensed at another approved location under the control
of the Dining Services Provider.

ii. Food and nonalcoholic beverages must be available and served at the same place as
the alcoholic beverages and featured as prominently as the alcoholic beverages.


https://www.tabc.texas.gov/texas-alcohol-laws-regulations/tabc-code-rules/
https://www.tabc.texas.gov/texas-alcohol-laws-regulations/tabc-code-rules/
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Events Held at a Commercial Venue — Alcoholic beverages may be supplied by a
commercial establishment that has the appropriate license to serve alcohol if the
University-related event is held at their venue. Examples include restaurants, country
clubs, hotels, convention centers, or conference centers. University-related events
serving alcohol that are held off-campus will require pre-approval from the President
or President’s designee. Venues that do not have an existing and permanent license
to serve alcohol will require bartending service from the Dining Services Provider.

Events held at a Private Venue — If a provider other than the Dining Services Provider
is used to serve alcohol at a University-sponsored event held at a private venue, the
provider must hold a valid TABC license and must provide a liquor liability insurance
certificate in the amount of at least $1 million per occurrence naming The UT System
Board of Regents and The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley as additional
insureds. The venue owner must possess liability insurance that will cover injuries
that may be suffered by guests attending the approved event. Compliance with this
policy and state law is expected for a University-sponsored event held at a private
residence or on private property.

c. Special Use Facilities

UTRGV premises designated as special use facilities under ADM 10-301 Facility Use may
be reserved and used in accordance with UTRGV and University of Texas System policies
and rules.

Non-UTRGV individuals, corporations, or organizations that reserve and use a Special
Use Facility for a permissible purpose and desire to serve food and beverages,
including alcoholic beverages, must provide such food and beverages through the
Dining Services Provider.

Non-UTRGV individuals, organizations, or corporations that reserve and use a Special
Use Facility may not serve donated alcohol under any circumstances.

d. Athletic Events

Athletic events may include tailgate or other events supporting sporting activities
held in areas adjacent to the sports venues, including University-owned parking lots
or other areas designed by Intercollegiate Athletics. Athletic events held off-campus
will adhere to the same requirements as Athletic events held on campus.

Contingent upon the President (or designee’s) written approval, Intercollegiate
Athletics may contract for bartending services with a vendor licensed by the TABC to
serve alcohol at Athletic events held on or off campus. The contracted vendor will
adhere to the same standards, including insurance and permit requirements, as the
Dining Services Provider.

e. Donated Alcohol



https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/adm-10-301.pdf
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Texas law permits gifting of alcoholic beverages only to civic, religious, or charitable
organizations, and UTRGV does not qualify as such an organization. Consequently,
donated alcoholic beverages shall not be served at University-related events,
whether held on or off-campus.

Sponsorship may be provided in the form of monetary donations or by arrangement
with the Dining Service Provider or a licensed alcohol permit holder associated with
an off-campus venue. Monetary donations must adhere to policy requirements as
defined in ADM 10-803 Gifts — Solicitation, Acceptance, Processing, and
Acknowledgment, Rule 60101 of the Rules and Regulations of The University of Texas
System Board of Regents, and UTS 138 Gift Acceptance Procedures.

f. UTRGV Residence Halls and Apartments

The possession or consumption of alcohol in rooms or apartments in which any assigned
residents are under the legal drinking age is prohibited. The possession and consumption
of alcoholic beverages in UTRGV residence halls and apartments will be permitted only in
the assigned residence hall room or apartment of a resident who is twenty-one (21) years
of age.

Possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages must be limited to the resident(s)
assigned to the residence hall room or apartment and invited guests, all of whom
must be twenty-one (21) years of age or older. No more than four (4) invited guests
may be present in a residence hall room and no more than five (5) guests total in an
apartment at one time.

Beer kegs, cases of beer or other alcoholic beverages, or similar bulk alcoholic
beverages of any type are prohibited in the residence halls or apartments and are
subject to confiscation.

A resident assigned to the residence hall room or apartment must be present and
shall be responsible for assuring that persons consuming alcoholic beverages are
twenty-one (21) years of age or older and that no one becomes intoxicated. Sounds
made by persons present or by any device, equipment, or instrument that generates
sound must not disturb other persons in the residence hall or apartment building. All
resident(s) assigned to the residence hall room or apartment is responsible for guests
and their behavior, whether present or not.

Students violating this policy may be subject to disciplinary action under STU 02-100
Student Conduct and Discipline or other sanctions described in the Housing and
Residence Life Resident Handbook, as well as arrest by a law enforcement agency
with jurisdictional authority.

g. Research or Educational Purposes

Alcohol may be purchased using grant and contract funds awarded for legitimate
scholarly research or testing which requires use of alcoholic beverages if guidelines

3


https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/adm-10-803.pdf
https://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents/rules/60101-acceptance-and-administration-of-gifts
http://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents/policy-library/policies/uts138-gift-acceptance-procedures
https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/stu-02-100.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/housing/resources/resident-handbook/index.htm
https://www.utrgv.edu/housing/resources/resident-handbook/index.htm
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3.

stipulated in the grant or contract are followed. In addition, alcohol may be purchased for
educational curriculum which specifically requires the use of alcohol (e.g., a credit-
bearing course in wine and beverage appreciation). The receipt and other documentation
must clearly state the research or educational purpose of each purchase.

State Laws and Regulations

State laws and the regulations of the TABC regarding the sale, purchase, service, possession,
and consumption of alcoholic beverages must be observed and enforced at all times in all
UTRGYV buildings and facilities and on all property owned or controlled by UTRGV.

4. Source of Funds for Purchase of Alcoholic Beverages

a. All expenses related to the event, including the purchase of alcoholic beverages and
security must be charged to an account of the sponsoring department. Determination of
expense eligibility is provided in UTRGV’s PeopleSoft Chart of Accounts Structure with
Examples of Allowable/Unallowable Expenses. The following are examples of sources of
funds that may be used to purchase alcoholic beverages.

i Unrestricted gift income, investment income, concession income, and other auxiliary
income not generated by a student fee. In no case may student tuition or fees be
used to purchase alcohol except where required for educational purposes as
described in Section C.2.g, above.

ii. Funds collected as registration fees from participants in a conference or similar event
may be used to purchase alcoholic beverages to be served as part of the event as
allowed by law and UTRGV policy.

b. No funds generated by contracts or grants may be used to purchase alcoholic beverages
unless required to fulfill specific performance requirements (see Section C.2.g. above).

D. Procedures

1.

Requests to sell or serve alcohol for consumption at University-related events must be
submitted using the “Alcohol Beverage Authorization” Docusign form available online. The
form is routed for organizational hierarchal review with final review and approval by the
President or designee. The form must be approved at least twenty-one (21) work days prior
to the scheduled event for the Dining Service Provider to acquire a Temporary Event
Authorization from TABC.

A Police Service Request must be submitted with the Alcohol Beverage Authorization Form.
Alcohol service will not begin until a University police officer is present. This requirement may
be waived by the President or President’s designee upon request made in advance of the
event on the Alcohol Beverage Authorization form for events with fewer than thirty (30)
invitees.

Questions related to serving alcohol on campus should be directed to Campus Auxiliary
Services.


https://www.utrgv.edu/financial-services-comptroller/_files/documents/accountingresources/accounting-forms-and-documents/chart-of-accounts/psfms-gl-coa-reference-052421.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/financial-services-comptroller/_files/documents/accountingresources/accounting-forms-and-documents/chart-of-accounts/psfms-gl-coa-reference-052421.pdf
https://powerforms.docusign.net/5fa205ea-365b-4e63-bf2c-719dc25e0197?env=na3&acct=997a74ed-9a57-4679-b927-395b0fc1c95b&accountId=997a74ed-9a57-4679-b927-395b0fc1c95b
https://www.tabc.texas.gov/services/tabc-licenses-permits/temporary-event-authorizations/
https://www.tabc.texas.gov/services/tabc-licenses-permits/temporary-event-authorizations/
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E.

F.

Definitions

1. Athletic Event- An athletic event is an official activity sanctioned by UTRGV and sponsored
by the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics. This includes sporting events hosted on the
grounds, in facilities, or property leased, owned, or controlled by UTRGV. Athletic events do
not include intramural sport or club sports activities.

2. University-sponsored Event — means an event that a budgeted office, department, or division
of UTRGV is responsible for organizing, inviting attendees, and paying event-related
expenses. The term also includes events for which an outside entity pays for the food and
beverages at the event. Meetings or events organized and presented by a registered faculty,
staff, or student organization(s) are not University—sponsored events.

Related Statutes or Regulations, Rules, Policies or Standards

Section 2113.101, Texas Government Code, Alcoholic Beverages

Section 109.58, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, Relaxation of Restrictions as to Charitable Events

16 Texas Administrative Code Section 45.113, Gifts, Services and Sales

16 Texas Administrative Code Section 45.117, Gifts and Advertising Specialities

University of Texas System Board of Regents’ Rules and Regulations Rule 60101, Acceptance of
Gifts

University of Texas System Board of Regents’ Rules and Regulations Rule 80102, Alcoholic
Beverages

University of Texas System Board of Regents’ Rules and Regulations Rule 80106, Special Use
Facilities

University of Texas System Systemwide Policy 138 Gift Acceptance Procedures

ADM 10-803 Gifts — Solicitation, Acceptance, Processing, and Acknowledgment

ADM 10-301 Facility Use

ADM 10-408 Entertainment and Official Functions

STU 02-100 Student Conduct and Discipline



https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/GV/htm/GV.2113.htm#2113.101
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/AL/htm/AL.109.htm#109.58
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=08%2F28%2F2025&recordId=205987
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=08%2F28%2F2025&recordId=216543
https://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents/rules/60101-acceptance-and-administration-of-gifts
https://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents/rules/80102-alcoholic-beverages
https://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents/rules/80106-special-use-facilities
https://www.utsystem.edu/sites/policy-library/policies/uts-138-gift-acceptance-procedures
https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/adm-10-803.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/adm-10-301.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/adm-10-408.pdf
https://www.utrgv.edu/hop/policies/stu-02-100.pdf
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G. Dates Reviewed or Amended

Reviewed and Amended — August 29, 2025



