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Degree candidates’ names are followed by their area of major study, dissertation or project title and the name of their doctoral advisor. 
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The

Academic regalia, composed of gowns, hoods, and caps, symbolizes centuries of scholarly tradition and achievement. In the United
States, the current system of academic dress was standardized in the late 19th century to reflect the degree level, field of study, and
granting institution of each graduate.

At The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, doctoral graduates wear the traditional black gown with velvet panels and sleeve bars,
signifying the highest level of academic attainment. The hood, the most distinctive element of regalia, is lined with the official colors of
the degree-granting university and trimmed with a velvet border representing the scholar’s academic discipline. The doctoral cap is
typically a mortarboard, although recipients may also wear a velvet tam as a mark of advanced scholarly distinction.

The tradition of hooding, in which a faculty member places the doctoral hood over the shoulders of the graduate, symbolizes the
graduate’s transition from student to scholar and their formal induction into the academic community.

Through the symbolism of colors, materials, and design, academic regalia honors the dedication, scholarship, and contributions of
those who have reached the pinnacle of academic achievement. It serves as a visible tribute to both individual accomplishment and the
enduring values of higher education.

Academic Regalia



Designed by The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Research Communications

Photography by Jesus Alferez

TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE DOCTORAL HOODING THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO GRANDE VALLEY

ofAcknowledgment Contributors








