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Spectacular Growth: UTRGV’s Research Expenditures,
Rankings Reach All-Time Highs

Between UTRGV's inaugural year (FY16) and FY22, the university’'s research expenditures more than tripled, growing from $20.78 million to

$64.4 million.

According to the National Science Foundation (NSF), which measures research and ranks universities by research
expenditures, UTRGV's research rankings have also spectacularly improved. In FY15, the year before UTRGV
began, the combined rank of our legacy institutions was 279th out of 625 universities. In NSF’'s most recent

rankings for FY20, UTRGV was 194th — a stunning improvement of 85 positions in six years.

UTRGV ranked 12th among Texas general academic institutions, ahead of such universities
as SMU, Baylor, and TCU.
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Head of the Class: UTRGV Breaks
Ground on Additional Collegiate High
School, Collegiate Academy

UTRGV continued to expand its innovative partnership with area school districts
by breaking ground — twice in two months — on the UTRGV-Edinburg CISD
Collegiate High School and UTRGV-McAllen ISD Collegiate Academy.

These unique, state-of-the-art facilities will house students who will graduate
high school and, at the same time, earn up to two years of college credit for free.

UTRGV opened its first collegiate high with Harlingen CISD in 2021.






That’s the Spirit: New Initiatives to Boost
Campus Life Experience

Following the historic passing of a student referendum, UTRGV is now implementing strategic
initiatives to enhance the campus life experience for students.

UTRGV is increasing on-campus housing capacity, expanding spirit programs, and creating
marching bands, women’s swimming and diving, and football.

The football program, which will play its first season in 2025, has hired its new coach and, as
of February, is nearing 1,600 season-ticket deposits.

Additionally, the Football Founders Society, a group of donors who came together to help
the football program hit the ground running, have pledged $1.75 million. Along with the
UTRGV Foundation’s $1 million allocation, UTRGV has already generated $2.75 million in
support of expanding campus life.
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Predicted and Actual Graduation Rates at
Public National Universities in Texas, 2021

U.S. News and World Report

PREDCTED  ACTUAL  jorClNGE  STDEMIS  STUDENTS

UTRGV 39% 51% +12 63% 16,860
Sam Houston 52% 58% +6 39% 1,363
UT Dallas 69% 4% +5 32% 6,870
UT Austin 85% 88% +3 24% 9,612
Texas A&M 80% 83% +3 20% 11,114
Texas State U 55% o91% +2 36% 11,950
UTEP 4n% 45% +1 58% 12,248
U of Houston 61% 62% +1 40% 15,666
U North Texas 59% 58% -1 22% 7,219
TAMU Commerce 46% 45% -1 40% 3,340
Texas Women’s U 49% 48% -1 37% 3,943
Prairie View 38% 36% -2 64% 5,358
TAMU Kingsville 5% 4U3% -2 49% 2,181
Tarleton State U 52% 49% -3 39% 4,638
Texas Tech 66% 63% -3 25% 8,067
UH Clear Lake 57% 53% -4 42% 2,770
UTSA 55% 51% -4 4n% 13,006
UT Arlington 59% 51% -8 36% 12,623
Texas Southern U 33% 23% -10 68% 3,603
Lamar U 51% 39% -12 42% 3,607
TAMU Corpus Christi 51% 36% -15 38% 3,224
UT Tyler 58% 42% -16 35% 2,533
*From IPEDS for the 20-21 Percent of Undergraduates 168,695
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Best Public National Universities

1. City College of New York

2. Florida

3. Florida International

4. California-Berkeley

5. Georgia Tech

6. Michigan

1. UTRGV =
8. California-Irvine

9. Washington

10. Missouri Science & Technology

Best Public Texas Universities

1. Texas A&M

2. UTRGY
&, UT Austin

4, Sam Houston State

5 UT Arlington

Best Public Texas Universities Ranked by Value

1. Texas A&M
2. UT Austin

3. UTRGY

4, North Texas at Dallas
5. West Texas A&M

Degree Choices

Washington Monthly

Most Affordable Public National Universities

1. City College of New York

2. UTRGY
3. Florida

4, Florida International

53 California State-Fresno
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Money.com

Degree Choices

Best National Universities with Lowest Student Debt

o = ® s
L]

City College of New York
Florida
Florida International

UTRGV

California-Irvine

Degree Choices

Lowest Student Debt Among Texas Public Universities

1.
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UTRGV

UT Tyler
Houston-Clear Lake
UT Arlington

Texas A&M

U.S. News and World Report

Best Social Mobility Among Texas Public Universities

1. UTRGV
2. Texas A&M
3. Houston-Clear Lake
4, Sam Houston State
5. UT El Paso
Washington Monthly
Net Academic Cost (AY 2020-21)
Among UT System Universities
1. UT Dallas *$10,501
2. UT Arlington *$7,353
3, UT Austin *$6,618
4. UT San Antonio *$6,093
5, UT Tyler *$3,970
6. UT Permian Basin *$3,943
7. UT EL Paso "$3,716
8. UTRGV "$1,125
*ONCE FINANCIAL AID IS APPLIED
UT System SmartBook



“A Texas university offers a model of affordability that is
boosting economic mobility. The University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley serves a student body that is 90% Hispanic
and made up primarily of first-generation college students.
Over 60% of students qualify for federal Pell Grants,
awarded to those with high financial need. Additional
funding is provided by the state, and UT Rio Grande Valley
has its own program that helps cover cost gaps. The
majority of students pay no tuition or fees; the average cost
to attend was $917 in 2019-20, compared with $7,907 for
UT Austin. UT Rio Grande Valley ranked among the top five

schools offering economic mobility.”

— Christian Science Monitor
Oct 4 2022
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“One way to assess whether a school pays off for its
graduates is to calculate the price to earnings premium for
the school, an approach taken by Third Way, a center left
think tank. The University of Texas, Rio Grande Valley is a
prime example. On average, it takes UTRGV graduates less
than a year to pay off the net cost of attending. UTRGV
compares favorably against colleges with far greater
financial resources, ranking highly for providing low-income
students with a financial payoff from college. For context,
it only takes UTRGV graduates a few months longer than
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Stanford, and
Berkeley graduates to earn back the net price they paid for
college. UTRGV pays off for graduates in part because it

has low tuition—under $9,000 a year.”

— Forbes
Aug. 20, 2022
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