
Graduate Committee Meeting 
Agenda 

AY 2020-2021  
Meeting Time 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Graduate Committee Meeting Minutes - December 4, 2020 
  

1. Chairs Call to Order - Aziza Zemrani called meeting  
2. Roll Call by Sandra Hansmann  

Members: 

Aziza Zemrani 

Charles Roush 

Abdoulaye Diallo - Absent 

Nancy Razo - Absent 

George Amorim 

Mataz Alcoutlabi 

Sibin Wu 

George Yanev 

Lilia Fuentes - Absent 

Helene Krouse 

  
3. Old Business: Review of Minutes from October and November 2020 meetings  

Dr. Sibin Wu moved to motion to approve and Dr. George Yanev seconded 
Dr. Helene Krouse asked about attendance list from previous meetings. This will be added to the 
upcoming meetings’ minutes. 
  

4. New Business: Review of Submissions  
  

a. College of Sciences  
i. School of Environmental and Marine Science - Presented by Diego Figueroa 

1. Revise Course – MARS 5370 – removing UTRGV undergraduate prerequisite 
courses  

Name Type 

MARS 5370 Topics in Marine Biology  Change Course 

    

Motion to approve by Dr. George Yanev and Dr. Mataz Alcoutlabi seconded  
Total of 6 votes in favor to Approve 
  

a. School of Mathematical and Statistical Science - Presented by Dr. Sergey Gregorian 
i. New Doctoral Program and course changes for PhD in MSIA (Modified from May 

2020 approval)  
1. PhD in MSIA program of study changes  

Name Type 

Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematics and Statistics with 
Interdisciplinary Applications 

New 
Program 

  
b. Delete course – MATH 6392 (replace with MATH 6333) 

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bCD4B2ADD-B798-40F3-832C-0A34314FFB62%7d&item=%7b4373C553-8EB3-49DD-92B9-17A5281D64FA%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b19278DB5-22BE-4884-9DC4-B52B3753D9AE%7d&item=%7bDB8378DA-B406-4363-A9E5-A6E5531D9036%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b19278DB5-22BE-4884-9DC4-B52B3753D9AE%7d&item=%7bDB8378DA-B406-4363-A9E5-A6E5531D9036%7d
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c. New Courses – MATH 6333, STAT 5301, MSIA (40 courses) 

Name Type 

MATH 6333 Statistical Learning  New Course 

MATH 6392 Statistical Learning  Delete 
Course 

MSIA 8323 Group Theory New Course 

MSIA 8329 Number Theory New Course 

MSIA 8332 Algebra II New Course 

MSIA 8334 Machine Learning New Course 

MSIA 8335 Deep Learning New Course 

MSIA 8336 Introduction to Data Science New Course 

MSIA 8337 Information Theory New Course 

MSIA 8338 Mathematical Foundations of Statistical and 
Quantum Mechanics 

New Course 

MSIA 8339 Complex Theory New Course 

MSIA 8343 Linear Models New Course 

MSIA 8344 Function Space Methods in System Theory New Course 

MSIA 8346 Hydrodynamic Stability New Course 

MSIA 8347 Turbulence New Course 

MSIA 8348 Survival Analysis  New Course 

MSIA 8349 Loss Models New Course 

MSIA 8350 Actuarial Risk Theory New Course 

MSIA 8351 Nonlinear hyperbolic PDEs New Course 

MSIA 8353 Analysis II New Course 

MSIA 8361 Partial Differential Equations New Course 

MSIA 8362 Fourier Analysis New Course 

MSIA 8363 Integrable Systems New Course 

MSIA 8366 Micro-Local Analysis New Course 

MSIA 8367 Functional Analysis New Course 

MSIA 8369 Mathematical Methods New Course 

MSIA 8371 Differential Geometry New Course 

MSIA 8374 Applications of Differential Geometry New Course 

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b8B3F57AC-ECA7-48A6-8808-931684193226%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3409EBD6-B882-4585-A8E4-3DF3206AECA0%7d&item=%7bFE00E4DA-EC35-4E4B-949C-8DA48E6968D3%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b8B34CB96-3136-43AB-8D2D-B9FE29E519BB%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bE72C0951-0D6D-41D2-918E-81493D8840AA%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b3A866161-AFFF-4D60-91EB-125B21C08905%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b992B0626-6BD1-44C5-B7DF-C775EABC762C%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bA1DCE5DA-C248-4C6B-ABBC-7F9F468DFBB1%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b5EE40CF2-FBA8-480D-9D4B-7A29941E9335%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bD35E70CA-F029-4823-927D-D85BAABB15CE%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bE34FEF9C-A930-49CF-8517-4974C6CB523E%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bE34FEF9C-A930-49CF-8517-4974C6CB523E%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bCBE25920-233C-47AE-87B9-04DC6B325A9E%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b1E0E4378-D448-4334-B8F8-1DEE8D05BE57%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bF3BC9EE0-A4EB-4E71-AD60-AF40485E87D2%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bC18D349D-AA21-4888-820E-7089051F58B7%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bA1B43CE4-3263-44A6-935B-E7029FCF0F67%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b35C5C3A3-EA1B-493B-A091-6E8FC8D3D931%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bACA701E1-CC28-4158-8BED-3180654307B7%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b4C77DDE8-7314-48D6-941C-8F32402C25BB%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bF26FEA37-0EF8-41CD-94E8-40FA0E49F63A%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b14CB2AA1-1AD8-4728-9B53-79CE6BCE18CD%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b4B6BA903-1F17-4989-A246-5B9C814B5E5E%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bFABAEE96-23D9-46FF-B4EA-2CA9A71A04FD%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b5A1832A4-5E42-4CFC-AB31-D43D8F915049%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b2FD86A0E-1C75-4B93-953F-3D85E5643969%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b3DAC4F4D-B087-4221-92DF-62233023BA27%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b22608B6D-03F7-46E9-B725-B0B1DFB12BCA%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bC4E6FC38-25E5-4F49-8A05-72448EE41956%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bEE623C8A-97E8-4932-8C98-9FC9BFF72B60%7d
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MSIA 8376 Numerical Methods for Partial Differential 
Equations 

New Course 

MSIA 8377 Mathematical Fluid Mechanics New Course 

MSIA 8378 Inverse Problem and Image Reconstruction  New Course 

MSIA 8379 Stochastic Processes New Course 

MSIA 8381 Mathematical Statistics New Course 

MSIA 8382 Statistical Computing New Course 

MSIA 8384 Biostatistics New Course 

MSIA 8385 Crytology & Codes  New Course 

MSIA 8387 Mathematical Modeling New Course 

MSIA 8388 Discrete Mathematics New Course 

MSIA 8398 Interdisciplinary Course New Course 

MSIA 9101 Graduate Research Seminar New Course 

MSIA 9901 Dissertation I New Course 

MSIA 9902 Dissertation II New Course 

STAT 5301 Statistical Data Analysis New Course 

 
Motion to approve by Dr. Sibin Wu seconded by Dr. Mataz Alcoutlabi 
Positive votes 6 in favor to Approve 
  

a. College of Education  
i. Department of Bilingual and Literacy Studies - Presented by Dr. Zulmaris Diaz 

1. Revise Program - MED in Bilingual Education – Adding two specializations to 
existing program – Mexican American Studies and Biliteracy Specialization  

Name Type 

Bilingual Education (MED) Change Program 

  
Motion to approve Dr. Sibin Wu and Dr. George Yanev seconded 
Positive votes 7 in favor to Approve 

  
c. College of Health Professions  

i. Department of Health and Human Performance - Presented by Zasha Romero 
1. New courses – KINE 6306, KINE 6307, KINE 6314, KINE 6318, KINE 6324 and KINE 

6327 – elective options in current MS Kinesiology AOP program  

Name Type 

KINE 6306 Resistance & Cardiovascular Training New Course 

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b39324723-88ED-4380-978A-DFE1576583F6%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b39324723-88ED-4380-978A-DFE1576583F6%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b53FB9635-8E32-48B9-BACE-733DF239209C%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bB6803A36-55BB-40C3-AB16-6F7DB2D7DADA%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b2491DC9D-4E6F-4F2C-B108-5E682554E863%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b64FC4C80-5532-48B7-934C-F44FC1DE12EE%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b6E4A7C6A-D559-4DF3-92BB-8BE998C2A0D4%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b523AC4ED-A4BF-4D87-9870-AAE1919E27A0%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b0C3376FC-B7CE-4891-9730-B7C08E189070%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bB17D1012-4039-425F-A9DE-53BE86FF1680%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b9BEF4CB8-FF44-451B-97DF-7210E34640CD%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bE9778FD2-27E3-449A-81E5-76FEEDA8B10B%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bAFE8B5A6-F67B-477E-9465-5775D1AED47C%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bDE527336-38F7-4457-8644-31024B3804EE%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bBC756C53-22E4-4A61-BFFD-F38A092FA843%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bA244E420-8597-4E06-9F54-ED81DA6F6497%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bF500F70B-0BD1-4DBA-8946-0B3585A7E2E4%7d&item=%7bB6702650-E817-4291-832A-FB3FC7BFB0D0%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b552DB9C7-BE1B-4FD3-B14F-18D8432A419C%7d
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KINE 6307 Leadership & Professional Administration New Course 

KINE 6314 Sports Management New Course 

KINE 6318 Sports Marketing & Technology  New Course 

KINE 6324 Applied Pedagogy in Physical Education and Coaching New Course 

KINE 6327 Behavioral Aspects of Physical Activity and Exercise  New Course 

Notes: Questions on hands on training. Dr. Saenz talked about concentrations and explaining that 
we are only introducing the courses for future changes in degree programs. Current votes are not 
for a change in the current degree plan.  
Motion to approve Dr. Mataz Alcoutlabi seconded by Dr. George Yanev  
Positive votes 7 in favor to Approve 
  

a. School of Rehabilitation Services and Counseling - Presented by Dr. Kim Nguyen-Finn 
i. New On-line Graduate Certificate Under 16 hours and new courses – Expressive 

Arts Therapy 
1. Expressive Arts Therapy Program of Study  

Name Type 

Expressive Arts Therapy Certificate New Program 

  
b. New courses – EXAR (5 new)  

Name Type 

EXAR 7310 Principles of Expressive Arts New Course 

EXAR 7320 Expressive Arts Therapy Modalities - Visual Arts New Course 

EXAR 7325 Expressive Arts Therapy Modalities - Movement New Course 

EXAR 7330 Expressive Arts Therapy with Special Populations New Course 

EXAR 7335 Expressive Arts Therapy with Children and 
Adolescents 

New Course 

 
Notes: Questions on music content, students do not have access to financial aid, PTSD candidates 
for this program and connection with a connection donor.  
Motion to approve Dr. Mataz Alcoutlabi seconded by Dr. Sibin Wu  
Positive votes 9 in favor to Approve 
  

d. College of Liberal Arts  
i. Department of Political Science - Presented by Dongkyu Kim 

1. New Course – POLS 6380 – create independent study course  

Name Type 

POLS 6380 Independent Study  New Course 

 Proposed with an enrollment need for Spring 2021 

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b6BB592B4-B5F3-4C78-8E1B-80731A1819F9%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b0DFBF9C4-28D1-43DF-BA87-FB69D61455D5%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b1F111724-B10E-43AF-823E-9E445AB54B77%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b5DC4921F-BDBC-425A-ADB4-7B86BEB1CDBE%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b063492D1-A738-40F6-BCA9-6470B58513B1%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b19278DB5-22BE-4884-9DC4-B52B3753D9AE%7d&item=%7b7AAC934A-9B9B-42BF-B409-5EA0F24DF17C%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bEF3E62B5-47E8-4D07-8F22-48E1840C223D%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bD3A8325F-3498-493F-9B4E-CA475E2EC81A%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bB361E60D-CF58-496B-B5CB-6CDD804F628D%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7b6578C16B-E2C7-41B9-B86A-6CA625EE6C5D%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bBAAE3E9D-4ABA-4E6D-A733-78D135E47E33%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bBAAE3E9D-4ABA-4E6D-A733-78D135E47E33%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bB2541F5E-D24C-4AE1-84BB-6B459838ADD8%7d
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Motion to approve Dr. Sibin Wu seconded by Dr. Helene Krouse 
Positive votes 6 in favor to Approve 
  

e. Announcements or Other Informational Items  
i. Next meeting – January 15, 2021  

A new invite will be sent for the new January 15 meeting date for GR committee  
Dr. Grewal congratulated Dr. Zemrani and committee members for their meeting 
organization, time management and presentations.  
  

f. Adjournment 

 

Others Present: 

Graduate College: Health Affairs: Financial Aid: 

Parwinder Grewal - Ex-Officio MaryJane Lewitt Elias Ozuna 

Sandra Hansmann 
  

Veronica Ramirez Degree Audit Systems & Support: Accreditation: 

Gianina Espinosa Rosie Pena Christine Shupala 

Omar Nedzelsky Deborah Guillen 
 

Laura Chavez 
  

Sudershan Pasupuleti 
  

Committee Members: Guests: Curriculum & Institutional Assessment: 

Aziza Zemrani Sergey Grigorian Laura Saenz 

Charles Roush Zulmaris Diaz Leticia Garza 

Abdoulaye Diallo - Absent Diego Figueroa Laura Nelly Hernandez 

Nancy Razo - Absent Volker Quetschke Thelma Leal 

George Amorim Sylvia Gonzalez 
 

Mataz Alcoutlabi Timothy Huber  
 

Sibin Wu Kim Nguyen-Finn 
 

George Yanev Michael Lehker 
 

Lilia Fuentes - Absent Michelle Alvarado 
 

Helene Krouse Zelma Mata 
 

 
Dongkyu Kim 

 

 
Zasha Romero 

 

 

 

  

 


