
Undergraduate Committee Meeting 
Agenda 
AY 2020-2021 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 

As of 12/10/2020 @12:50 p.m. 

Agenda - December 11, 2020 
 

1) Chairs Call to Order @ 9:02am 
 

2) Roll Call  

Business and Entrepreneurship  Ahmed Elnahas  Present 
Engineering and Computer Science  Mounir Ben Ghalia   Present 
Education and P-16 Integration  Janine Schall   Present 
Fine Arts  Jonathan Guist  Present 
Health Professions  Fidencio Mercado  Present 
School of Nursing  Judy Voss  Present 
School of Social Work  Noelia Alonzo  Present 
Liberal Arts  Lucas Espinoza  Present 
Science  Nicolas Pereyra  Present 
University College  Jaime Mancha  Absent  
Ex- Officio Laura M. Saenz Present  

 

3) Old Business: Review of Minutes from October Undergraduate meetings  
Motion to approve October minutes:  Ms. Judy Voss  
Second:  Dr. Ahmed Elnahas 
8 Voted Yay:  Approved 

 
4) New Business: Review of Submissions  

College of Sciences 

5) Department of Physics and Astronomy  
a) Delete Courses – ASTR 1103, ASTR 1104, ASTR 1303 and ASTR 1304 – Courses no longer 

needed. Courses were replaced with four credit hour versions. Implement fall 2021.  
 

Name Type 
ASTR 1103 Introduction to Astronomy II Lab Delete Course 
ASTR 1104 Introduction to Astronomy I Lab Delete Course 
ASTR 1303 Introduction to Astronomy II Delete Course 
ASTR 1304 Introduction to Astronomy I Delete Course 

Representative:  Dr. Nicolas Pereyra 
Motion to approve:  Dr. Ahmed Elnahas   
Second:  Mr. Fidencio Mercado  
8 Voted Yay:  Approved 

 
Notes: Curriculum Management was reviewed and questions regarding deletions were discussed.  
Courses have not been offered for five years.  Peter-James Ehimika asked about Stop-Out students 
who come back to the university, what will happen in these cases.  Dr. Dimakis responded that a 
waiver would be recommended for those students.  

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3409EBD6-B882-4585-A8E4-3DF3206AECA0%7d&item=%7b242AD60D-1270-4998-BD99-3F2FD69B4F0A%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3409EBD6-B882-4585-A8E4-3DF3206AECA0%7d&item=%7bA51305F5-BFE2-48EC-9932-CBF3B1FCF283%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3409EBD6-B882-4585-A8E4-3DF3206AECA0%7d&item=%7bAB814C11-E94F-4BC8-9244-EC73B72A7446%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b3409EBD6-B882-4585-A8E4-3DF3206AECA0%7d&item=%7b4FF77C93-B904-4353-B8A7-45A6ACACD3DA%7d


Undergraduate Committee Meeting 
Agenda 
AY 2020-2021 
9:00 am – 11:00 am 

As of 12/10/2020 @12:50 p.m. 

 
b) Change course – PHYS 4306 – changed prerequisite from consent of instructor to PHYS 3402. 

PHIL 3402 is on the program of study and is not a hidden prerequisite. Implement Fall 2021. 
 

Name Type 
PHYS 4306 Advanced Physics Lab Change Course 

Representative:  Dr. Nicholas Pereyra 
Motion to approve:  Mr. Fidencio Mercado 
Second:  Ms. Judy Voss 
8 Voted Yay:  Approved 

 
Notes:  Curriculum Management was reviewed and questions regarding course prerequisite were 
discussed.   Course was not previously a required prerequisite.  

  
 

c) New courses – PHYS 1311. Implement Fall 2022.  

Name Type 
PHYS 1311 Learning to be a Physicist New Course 

Representative:  Dr. Nicolas Pereyra 
Motion to table current item & move on to Revise BS in Physics (revise to all 3 concentrations):  
Dr. Jonathan Guist  
Second:  Dr. Ahmed Elnahas 

 
Motion to move on to next item Revise BS in Physics (revise to all 3 concentrations):  Dr. Jonathan 
Guist 
Second:  Mr. Fidencio Mercado 

 
Motion to approve:  Mr. Fidencio Mercado 
Second:  Ms. Judy Voss 
6 Voted Yay:  Approved 

 
Notes: Curriculum Management was reviewed and the new course proposal was discussed.  Dr. 
Saenz asked about students who have taken PHYS 2425 and 2426 and they are on the new program 
of study will then have to take PHYS 1311.  It was suggested by Dr. Pereyra to waive the course for 
those students.   

 
 

d) Revise BS in Physics (revise to all three concentrations) - Add PHYS 1311 and remove 3 credit 
hours of free electives. Implement Fall 2022.  

Name Type 
Physics (Biophysics/Medical Physics), Bachelor of Science  Change Program 
Physics (Pure and Applied Physics), Bachelor of Science Change Program 
Physics (Teacher Certification), Bachelor of Science Change Program 

 

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bCD4B2ADD-B798-40F3-832C-0A34314FFB62%7d&item=%7bE5D97BF5-BB91-4CBD-9FB6-629694CCE0CE%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bF8CBF7B2-89FA-484C-AAE2-1887A5B469CC%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bF500F70B-0BD1-4DBA-8946-0B3585A7E2E4%7d&item=%7b4597AF59-C16B-4055-BC0E-DD680F38E9D3%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bF500F70B-0BD1-4DBA-8946-0B3585A7E2E4%7d&item=%7b53B692EE-B19A-4D8E-866A-BF8057D6337B%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bF500F70B-0BD1-4DBA-8946-0B3585A7E2E4%7d&item=%7bCFC99EE7-AF56-4845-9EE1-6795A5377A4E%7d
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Representative:  Dr. Nicolas Pereyra  
Motion to approve:  Dr. Jonathan Guist 
Second: Dr. Janine Schall   
8 Voted Yay:  Approved 
 
Notes: PowerPoint was reviewed.  For the record - PHYS 1311 is recommended to be waived if PHYS 
2425 has been taken. 

 

6) Department of Biology  
a) New course – BIOL 4101 – adding 1 credit hour research seminar to course inventory. Course 

designed to assist students short 1 advanced credit hour in free electives. Course not required 
on degree plan. Implement Fall 2021.  
 

Name Type 
BIOL 4101 Biology Research Seminar New Course 

Representative: Dr. Kristine Lowe 
Motion to approve:  Dr. Mounir Ben Ghalia 
Second:  Dr. Ahmed Elnahas  
7 Voted Yay:  Approved 
 
Notes:  PowerPoint proposal was reviewed and discussed.  Rosie Pena asked about new courses 
being used on previous catalog years and considering blanket substitutions to be applied.  Dr. Saenz 
pointed out that this question is included on the New Course proposal form.  

 
 

b) New course – BIOL 3425 – Course being added to prescribed elective choices on the BS in 
Biology (Biological Science) under the category of Developmental/Morphology.  Course being 
added to prescribed elective choices BS in Biology (with minor) under the category of 
Organismal. Implement Fall 2021.  

Name Type 
BIOL 3425 Vertebrate Osteology New Course 

Representative: Dr. Kristine Lowe 
Motion to approve:  Dr. Nicolas Pereyra 
Second:  Ms. Judy Voss 
6 Voted Yay:  Approved  
 
Notes:  PowerPoint proposal was reviewed and discussed.   

 
c) Revise BS in Biology (Biological Science) – add BIOL 3425 to program of study under the 

category of Developmental/Morphology. Implement Fall 2021.  
Name Type 
Biology (Biological Science), Bachelor of Science Change Program 

 

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bFC4C51CD-88EB-408A-99AE-517F4443904C%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7b70612B1C-D3AF-46DA-BBF8-59F93B2317A9%7d&item=%7bEEFD75A7-9608-4D7A-9676-D99C84A9F605%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bF500F70B-0BD1-4DBA-8946-0B3585A7E2E4%7d&item=%7b101352F1-90C6-4C3D-8CD1-078BDCBD91AA%7d
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Representative:  Dr. Kristine Lowe 
Motion to approve:  Mr. Fidencio Mercado  
Second:  Dr. Mounir Ben Ghalia  
7 Voted Yay:  Approved 
 
Notes:  PowerPoint proposal was reviewed and discussed. 

 
 

d) BS in Biology (with minor) – add BIOL 3425 tor program of study under the category of 
Organismal. Implement Fall 2021.  

Name Type 
Biology (Minor Required), Bachelor of Science Change Program 

Representative:  Dr. Kristine Lowe  
Motion to approve:  Dr. Ahmed Elnahas 
Second:  Dr. Janine Schall  
7 Voted Yay:  Approved 
 
Notes:  PowerPoint proposal was reviewed and discussed. 

  

College of Liberal Arts 

7) Department of Political Science 
a) Revise Course – POLS 4370 – revise prerequisites to add POLS 2470. POLS 2470 is not a hidden 

prerequisite. Remove old POLS courses from prerequisites. Implement Fall 2021.  

Name Type 
POLS 4370 Senior Research Seminar Change Course 

Representative:  Dr. Dongku Kim  
Motion to approve: Dr. Ahmed Elnahas 
Second:  Mr. Fidencio Mercado  
7 Voted Yay:  Approved 
 
Notes:  Curriculum Management was reviewed. 

 

8) Announcements/Informational Items  
a) Next meeting – January 22, 2021  

Motion to adjourn:  Dr. Janine Schall 
Second:  Dr. Mounir Ben Ghalia 
Meeting adjourned:  10:31am 

 
Others Present: Thelma Leal, Laura Hernandez, Leticia Garza 
 
Open Invitation to Campus Participants/Observers: Contact undergradcommitttee@utrgv.edu if you 
would like to be a guest at the meeting.  

https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bF500F70B-0BD1-4DBA-8946-0B3585A7E2E4%7d&item=%7b231F125E-A578-4BB4-A31A-CCB305DB7F26%7d
https://utrgv.smartcatalogiq.com/?sc_itemid=%7bCD4B2ADD-B798-40F3-832C-0A34314FFB62%7d&item=%7bBC5E505F-5ACB-46E9-BAAC-11E578FCE916%7d
mailto:undergradcommitttee@utrgv.edu

