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SUPPORTING
LOCAL
JOURNALISM

OFFICE
CLOSED

The health and well-being of our
customers and our community is
always a top priority. Due to the
ongoing concerns of the corona-
virus or COVID-19, The
Brownsville Herald Business
Office will be closed until further
notice. Payments may be made
over the telephone by calling
(956) 542-4301, or by mail at
222 N. Expressway 77/83 Suite
176, Brownsville, Texas 78521.
Please accept our apologies for
any inconvenience.

REcCYCLE
REUSE

Hundreds of tires were taken to
several spots across the Rio
Grande Valley as part of the
“Road to Recycling-Tire
Disposal” event on Saturday
morning that collected the tires
delivered by the community to
later take them to the landfill
where they will be recycled.
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POPULAR
ON THE WEB

ARTISTIC

The Brownsville Museum of Fine
Art has reopened its doors to the
public, after more than two
months of being shut down due
to the COVID-19 pandemic
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BY ERIN SHERIDAN
STAFF WRITER

ast week the
University of
Texas Rio
Grande Valley
announced that two lin-
guists on staff at the
school’s Edinburg cam-
pus won a federal grant
to expand their work
documenting the
unique blend of lan-
guages spoken across
the Rio Grande Valley.

Code Switch

Professors work to document blend of languages

Code switching, the
professors explained,
is a sophisticated pro-
cess demonstrating
high linguistic ability
in bilingual individuals.
Their research high-
lights the Valley’s rela-
tionship to language,
the way bilingualism is
viewed locally, and
seeks to engage the
community in that
process.
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Above: Signage in Spanish and English is seen at a store in downtown Brownsville. Bilingual signs are a common sight at
the stores. Below: People shop at a store in downtown Brownsuville.

Scenic
trail
study

gets 0K

Route would
give access to
Bahia Grande

BY STEVE CLARK
STAFF WRITER

The city of Brownsville
has gotten the green light for
a feasibility study on creat-
ing a scenic
hike-and-bike
trail through

the Bahia 2=

Grande as part = 3

of the Caracara

Trails network. @

The 25,000-
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of estuary that Brownsville

was turned Herald.com

into a dust

bowl by construction of the
Brownsville Ship Channel in
the 1930s and highway con-
struction in the 1950s, but
has been about 90 percent
restored. The trail would
link Brownsville to the Palo
Alto Battlefield National
Historical Park, Laguna
Heights, Laguna Vista, Los
Fresnos and Port Isabel,
would give access to the
Bahia Grande that doesn’t
currently exist and, ideally,
would attract more tourist
dollars, according to the city.

PLEASE SEE TRAILS, A4

Vela introduces Biden at Texas Dem convention

BY STEVE CLARK
STAFF WRITER

U.S. Rep. Filemon Vela
was chosen to introduce
former Vice President Joe
Biden, the presumptive
Democratic nominee in
this year’s presidential
election, for Biden’s head-
lining speech to the Texas
Democratic Convention
on Saturday.

The June 1-6 conven-

experiencing difficult
times in the form of
“darkness, hate and divi-
sion,” Vela during his
two-minute introduction
praised Biden as some-
one who has spent his
career fighting for those
who have not received a
fair shot, who endure dis-
crimination or are treat-
ed as if they’re invisible,
who struggle financially

From left, in a
photograph taken
in Nevada in
February, former
Vice President Joe
Biden thanks U.S.
Rep. Tony
Cardenas
(D-Calif.) and U.S.
Rep. Filemon Vela
for their help in
Biden's presiden-

and “can’t quite tell their tial campaign.
tion took place entirely kids that everything’s
online in light of the going to be OK.”
COVID-19 pandemic. COURTESY
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BIDEN
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“Joe will never stop
fighting for those families
no matter the color of their
skin, their zip code,
income, what God they
pray to or who they love,
and now he has vowed to
make this an era of action
to reverse systemic rac-
ism and oppression in our
country,” Vela said.

He predicted that
Biden would unite Texas
and the rest of the country
before introducing him as
“the next president of the
United States.”

Vela said earlier in the

week that he expected
Biden to stick to themes
he’s been talking about in
recent speeches, and that
he thinks he was tapped
for the honor of introduc-
ing the candidate because
of his long involvement
with his campaign.

“I think it was a com-
bination of the campaign
and the state party,” Vela
said. “I was one of the
first members to endorse
him, so I've been involved
with the campaign from
the very beginning. I was
with him in Iowa. I was
with him in Nevada
(where Biden lost the
Democratic caucus to
Bernie Sanders). ... I've
just been very active in
the campaign.”

Texas cities lift curfews instituted
after violent protests

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DALLAS — Officials in
Dallas and San Antonio on
Saturday lifted nighttime
curfews that had been put
in place after several days
of demonstrations that
saw multiple eruptions of
violence and vandalism.

In Dallas, the curfew
was lifted after consulta-
tion with police Chief U.
Renee Hall and the City
Council, said City Manager
T.C. Broadnax.

“We've seen many
moving and peaceful pro-
tests over the last few
days, some of which I
joined,” Broadnax said in a
statement. “We heard
feedback from residents
ready to open and conduct
business in central Dallas

and we agree it’s time. The
city of Dallas and the
Dallas Police Department
continue to respect and
protect the rights of peace-
ful demonstrators.”

Broadnax said Dallas
residents were safer stay-
ing at home due to
the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic.

The curfew had been
announced May 31 by Hall
after violent protests took
place in downtown Dallas
and other areas over the
death of George Floyd and
the treatment of black
people by police.

In San Antonio, Mayor
Ron Nirenberg rescinded
the curfew in the down-
town business district,
which had been put in
place on Wednesday.

Top U.S. military officer reaches
out to Capitol Hill leaders

BY LISA MASCARO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON —
The nation’s top military
officer, Gen. Mark Milley,
spoke privately with con-
gressional leaders and
many other lawmakers
as Pentagon officials
came under fire for the
military’s role in contain-
ing protests following the
police Killing of George

Floyd.
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., called

Milley, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, to
express her concerns on
Tuesday, according to
two people who were not
authorized to publicly
discuss the private

conversations and were
granted anonymity. That
was the day after authori-
ties cleared protesters
near the White House so
President Donald Trump

could hold a photo oppor-
tunity at a nearby church.
Milley and Defense
Secretary Mark Esper
were sharply criticized
for accompanying Trump
and thereby giving the
impression of endorsing
a politicization of the
military.

Milley also reached
out Tuesday to Senate
Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer of New York,
said another person
granted anonymity to dis-
cuss the situation. A third
official said Milley had
spoke with perhaps 20 or
more members of
Congress in the days fol-
lowing Monday’s photo
op and Trump’s implicit
threat to invoke the
Insurrection Act to
permit him to use federal
troops in a law enforce-
ment role in the
nation’s capital and in
other cities.

CODE
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“It has been S0 plus
years that linguists have
documented how code
switching is a really sophis-
ticated process. It’s pat-
terned; there are very spe-
cific ways that people will
or won’t switch between
languages, and that gives
us insight into language
and how our brains work
with language,” said Dr.
Katherine Christoffersen,
one of the two grantees.

Christoffersen is the
project director and princi-
pal investigator on the
grant, together with Dr.
Ryan Bessett and Dr. Ana
Carvalho (based at the
University of Arizona).
Carvalho’s work creating a
corpus documenting the
language of Southern
Arizona inspired
Christoffersen and Bessett
to initiate a similar project
in the Valley upon relocat-
ing to teach at UTRGV.

The $60,000 Humanities
Collections and References
Resource grant for the proj-
ect, Bilingual Voices in the
U.S./Mexico Borderlands,
funded through the National
Endowment for  the
Humanities (neh.gov) will
be used to expand two online
collections of community
interviews called Corpus
Bilingiie del Valle (CoBiVa)
and Corpus de Espaiol del
Sur de Arizona (CESA). It
is funded through the
National Endowment for the
Humanities.

Funding will be used to
initiate student participa-
tion in the research and
will test methods of tran-
scription. Researchers
hope that it will become a
valuable resource for the
community to study the
blend of language spoken
across our communities.
Ultimately, they want the
corpus to be used in the
classroom to include the
local dialect in the teach-
ing of subjects like
Spanish grammar.

Through this process,
students learn that lan-
guage is constantly devel-

MIGUEL ROBERTS/THE BROWNSVILLE HERALD

A view of a downtown Brownsville jewelry store sign using
both English and Spanish languages.

oping and that stigmas
attached to bilingual
speakers in border com-
munities have nothing to
do with their linguistic
ability. “It’s showing the
students that their way of
speaking is a legitimate
way of speaking and that
it has value in higher edu-
cation,” said Bessett. “If
they see their own Spanish
being used as a model in
class when we talk about
grammar — that really
brings prestige to that
local dialect.”

A collection of
research and interviews
like a corpus can be an
integral part of record-
ing a community’s histo-
ry and culture so that
those means of expres-
sion can be referenced
and understood across
future generations.
Christoffersen specified
that every person speaks
numerous dialects and
has multiple ways of

speaking with others.

“We’re creating this
collection of sociolinguis-
tic interviews from the
Valley so we can learn
more about Mexican-
American English as well
as local practices of speak-
ing Spanish,” she said.

“I always tell my stu-
dents that we need to stop
thinking of bilinguals as
two monolinguals. Being
bilingual is such a differ-
ent and unique experi-
ence. Bilinguals have real-
ly enhanced abilities as
far as metalinguistic skills
and an understanding
about languages and the
way they work. If you're
speaking to someone
who’s bilingual, why
wouldn’t you use two lan-
guages?”

Researchers look at
things like age, attitude
towards language, and
where code switching is
used in sentence struc-
ture. In the Valley, Bessett

has encountered students
who feel they don’t speak
Spanish despite growing
up with a solid foundation
in the language.

He recalled meeting
with a student after class
who felt like she couldn’t
keep up with bilingual
conversation between
Bessett and students, as
he teaches in a mixture of
the languages. They held
an entire conversation in
Spanish. “She said, ‘I don’t
speak Spanish, I speak
pocho’. It’s this internal-
ization that whatever they
speak — they know it
might not be English, but
they don’t feel like it’s
Spamsh which it actually
is.

The integration of
English words into the
Spanish spoken in border
communities — referred
to as borrowings — is
common in entirely dif-
ferent contexts, and even
in monolingual communi-
ties, like in Spain. “In
Spain, they don’t say ‘toci-
no’, they say ‘bacon’)”
Bessett explained.

“It shows us that the
reason people have nega-
tive attitudes towards bor-
rowings doesn’t have any-
thing to do with the lin-
guistic part — it has to do
with who these people are.
In the Valley, people come
from the bilingual setting,
they come from a place
where they didn’t take
classes in Spanish. Why is
it that a monolingual
speaker can borrow words
and that’s seen as sophisti-
cated and worldly yet we
have bilingual speakers
here borrowing words and
they’re being told they
don’t know Spanish?”

The researchers hope
to engage the community
through events and pre-
sentations featuring the
developing corpora in the
future. The collected
interviews are conversa-
tional and personal in
order to tease out natural,
interesting language pat-
terns.

The Valley’s corpus can
be accessed here: https:/
www.utrgv.edu/cobiva/.

esheridan@brownsuilleherald.com

TRAILS
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The feasibility study
will analyze potential
routes for 21.5 miles of a
multi-use trail, evaluate
improvements to exist-
ing trail sections and
identify ways to fund
completion of the trail’s
design and construction.
The estimated $500,000
cost of the study, which
includes preliminary
engineering, is being
covered by the Texas

Healmg Room Re Opened
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A Sweet Ending To A New Beginning! We are extremely proud of the wonderful human
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Federal Lands Access
Program with a match
from the Valley Baptist
Legacy Foundation. The
projected cost of devel-
oping the Bahia Grande
segment is between $11.4
million and $15.5 million.

Dr. Rose M.Z.
Gowen, city commission-
er and a driving force
behind Caracara Trails,
formerly the Active
Transportation and
Tourism Plan, said she’s
excited to see what’s pos-
sible with a Bahia Grande
Trail, which she said
would “benefit our city
and our region in some
many ways.”

“Not only will it con-
nect Brownsville to our
neighbors in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley, but
also promote healthier
lifestyles for our resi-
dents, provide a safe
space for recreation,
support job creation,
attract more tourist
spending to the area and
generate a sense of com-
munity pride,” Gowen
said.

The Caracara Trails

plan envisions 428 miles
of trails, including 230
miles of multiuse trails,
120 miles of bicycle
routes and 78 miles of
paddling trails. The
Bahia Grande piece is
one of the six catalyst
projects in phase one.
Development of the trail
network is being done
through partnerships
with VBLF, the national
Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy, UTHealth,
Brownsville, Harlingen,
Combes, Laguna Vista,
Los Fresnos, Los Indios,
Port Isabel, Rancho
Viejo, Rio Hondo, San

Benito, South Padre
Island and various
nonprofits and public
agencies.

Eva Garcia, RTC proj-
ect manager for Caracara
Trails, described the
plans as a “bold vision
for the future of our
region” that can help cre-
ate “healthy, thriving
communities.” Caracara
Trails is one of six RTC
TrailNation projects, a
trail-network building
program meant to show-
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case the impact of
“connect(ing) people and
places by trail across

geographies,” according
to RTC.
Boyd Blihovde,

LANWR manager, who
brainstormed the Bahia
Grande trail idea along
with former Palo Alto
Superintendent Mark
Spier, said linking the
battlefield park with the
Bahia Grande seemed
like a great idea for mul-
tiple reasons. One is the
benefit to the public,
which would be able to
see beautifully preserved
wildlife habitat, Blihovde
said. Another is that
building a trail may
afford an opportunity to
protect an addition
stretch of land between
Bahia Grande and Palo
Alto that is still in private
hands, and permission
would have to be secured
in order to build a trail
across it, he said.

“It’s probably only
about a quarter-mile
stretch where we need
that done, but it could
still be a barrier,”
Blihovde said. “If the
trail is built, maybe one
day the public would be
interested in protecting
that corridor.”
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