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Call for Applications: UTRGV’s 2026 Law School Preparation Institute (LSPI)

UTRGV is pleased to invite rising juniors (Class of 2028) and seniors (Class of 2027) to apply for admission to the Law School Preparation Institute (LSPI).  This intensive summer program is designed to provide rigorous coursework that will introduce students to the expectations, content, and instructional techniques of law school.  LSPI aims to challenge and engage students who are strongly committed to pursuing both a degree and career in law.

Recent LSPI alumni have gone on to law school at the University of Texas, Baylor University, the University of Colorado, St. Mary’s University, Southern Methodist University, Texas Tech University, Yeshiva University, Creighton University, and South Texas College of Law, among others.  For students in the Rio Grande Valley whose ambition is to go to law school and pursue a career in law, LSPI is a significant opportunity. 

LSPI is offered in conjunction with UTRGV Political Science Courses POLS 4390 (Legal Research & Writing I) and POLS 4391 (Legal Research & Writing II).  Admitted students will be enrolled in these courses and will receive the 6 upper-level credit hours upon successful completion of LSPI.  For those students who are Legal Studies minors, these courses also fulfill 6 of the required 15 elective hours for the minor.  (U.S. Judicial Process, POLS 4310, is the foundational required course for the Legal Studies minor.)

The institute focuses on the following goals:
· Developing critical skills for written and spoken analysis;
· Introducing students to the finer points of legal research and writing;
· Guiding students to select and apply to law schools;
· Preparing students for the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT); and
· Positioning students to provide law schools with a substantive account of how they have burnished their capabilities to succeed in legal education.

LSPI 2026 will take place during the first five weeks of the first summer session (Monday, June 8th, through Friday, July 10th). A mandatory opening social event on Friday, June 5th, will enable cohort members to get to know one another.  LSPI students participate in intensive curriculum modules, Monday through Friday, 9:45 AM to 3:30 PM, with challenging daily assignments due in the evenings.  Although preparation for the LSAT will comprise a portion of the course, LSPI is not meant to be solely an LSAT prep course.  LSPI’s ambitions are broader and seek to build the suite of analytical, problem-solving, writing, and speaking skills that will make them better law school candidates and students.

Admission to LSPI is intensely competitive. Students of all majors are eligible. Students will be evaluated on academic achievement and promise, maturity of interest in law school, and likelihood that the program will significantly enhance their prospects for being accepted into law school and succeeding there.  As a general matter, students admitted to LSPI have an overall GPA of at least 3.20, but each student’s application is evaluated in its totality.

All students will reside in the residence halls on UTRGV’s Edinburg campus for the five weeks of LSPI. A majority of the tuition for the credit hours associated with LSPI will be covered by the program budget.  The LSPI program budget will cover the ENTIRE housing fee for five weeks in the residence halls.  Reading materials will be provided for FREE.

LSPI will consist of morning and afternoon sessions, Monday through Friday, and all sessions will take place in person on the Edinburg campus.  There are no options for remote attendance, and students must attend every session of the five-week experience.  For this reason, you must plan to significantly limit other commitments during the five weeks of LSPI, and you may not take additional classes during the first summer session.

If you apply, please send your completed application to Assistant Professor Douglas Brattebo (Douglas.Brattebo@utrgv.edu) no later than Monday, March 23rd.

If you have any questions about LSPI, please feel free to contact Assistant Professor Brattebo.

Sincerely,

Douglas M. Brattebo

Douglas M. Brattebo, Ph.D., J.D.
Assistant Professor, 
School of PPLSS
Director of LSPI
Coordinator, Legal Studies Minor




















Law School Preparation Institute (LSPI) Application Checklist

To ensure that your application is marked as completed (thus making your candidacy eligible for review), you must submit all five of the following components of your application by Monday, March 23rd, 2026:

1. The completed application form.
2. A scanned copy of all college transcripts (unofficial copies are fine).
3. Your response to the personal essay question.
4. Your resume or CV, featuring your education credentials, all relevant work experiences and extracurricular activities, academic and professional honors/awards/recognitions, and relevant coursework (particularly POLS 4310, POLS 4311, and POLS 4312).
5. Two letters of recommendation from faculty members, employers, or others who know you and can attest to your capabilities. These letters must be sent separately, directly from the recommenders to Assistant Professor Brattebo (Douglas.Brattebo@utrgv.edu).
















Application for UTRGV’s Law School Preparation Institute (LSPI)
Summer Session I, 2026

Please fill out this application in full. When you submit your application (in MS Word or PDF format), please include a copy of all college transcripts (unofficial copies are fine).  Your completed application, and letters of recommendation, must be submitted to Professor Douglas Brattebo (Douglas.Brattebo@utrgv.edu) no later than 11:59 PM on Monday, March 23rd, 2026.

Name (as it appears on your transcript): _____________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

	     ___________________________________________________

Cell Phone (XXX-XXX-XXXX): ________________________________

UTRGV Email Address: ______________________________________

Major(s): ___________________________________________________________________________

Minor(s): ___________________________________________________________________________

Year in School (Sophomore or Junior): _______________________________________________

Credit Hours Completed as of May 2026: ________________________________

Credit Hours Completed at UTRGV: _____________________________________

Expected Graduation Date (Month and Year): _____________________________

Expected Start of Law School (Month and Year): __________________________

Can You Guarantee That You Will Be Able to Attend EVERY LSPI Session In-Person on

the Edinburg Campus? _______________

Can You Guarantee That You Will Be Able to Stay Overnight in the Residence Halls on

UTRGV’s Edinburg Campus for the Duration of LSPI? _______________




Resume (CV) and Relevant Coursework

Please provide a resume (CV), as either a MS Word document or PDF, specifying your education heretofore (high school and college) and summarizing your employment experience (jobs worked), academic and professional honors/awards/recognitions, and relevant coursework (particularly POLS 4310, POLS 4311, and POLS 4312) since you entered college.  For employment, please include the months/years worked, the average number of hours worked per week, and the relevant duties.  For honors/awards/recognitions, extracurricular activities, and coursework, please include the semesters and years for those undertakings. 


































Personal Statement

Provide a well-organized, fully integrated, thoroughly proofread personal statement (800 words maximum) discussing why you are interested in law school and LSPI.  Your statement, which will feature short introductory and concluding paragraphs, should help those reading it understand who you are, why law school and a career in law are a main passion of yours, and how LSPI fits into your plans for work and life. Focus your statement around a moment, experience, or issue/problem that has shaped your interest in law.  Your statement should be written in a clear, professional style that highlights your unique voice while exploring the following sorts of facets:

1. Describe your defining characteristics and interests (the traits that most make you you).
2. Discuss why you want to study law and pursue a career in it.  Include your account of one meaningful moment, experience, or issue/problem that has influenced your interest in law school and/or public service.
3. Characterize your current level of commitment to pursuing law school.
4. Explain which specific aspects of LSPI (e.g., intensive coursework, residential experience, LSAT preparation, legal writing, interacting with personnel from a selection of law schools in Texas) are likely to make it especially valuable for you.
5. You may also address any personal circumstances, achievements, or challenges that help us understand your preparation for and potential to contribute to LSPI.
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