
 

WAR & PEACE ON THE RIO GRANDE 

1861-1867 

A TRAVELING MUSEUM EXHIBIT 

CREATED BY THE CHAPS PROGRAM  

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO GRANDE VALLEY 

       
 

 



On February 4, 2019, the CHAPS Program at the University of Texas 
Rio Grande Valley debuted their Rio Grande Valley Civil War Trail 
traveling museum exhibit titled “War & Peace on the Rio Grande 
1861-1867” at the Visitors Center on UTRGV’s Edinburg campus.  
The exhibit was designed, developed, and produced by the CHAPS 
team and regional museum consultants. This traveling museum 
exhibit encompasses all aspects, events, people, etc., regarding the 
Civil War era along the US-Mexico border. The exhibit stood at 
UTRGV until June 19, 2019 and hosted over 4,600 visitors.  These 
visitors included regional residents, Winter Texan tourists and a 
multitude of K-12 class field trips. The exhibit has since traveled to 
several venues and is currently booked through December of 2022.  
If you are interested in hosting this exhibit, please let us know. In 
the next pages, we will illustrate how the exhibit was displayed in 
several venues; some utilizing the thematic triptych banners only 
and while others utilized the full exhibit (including mannequins, 
flags, and educational tools displays).  Please note the success in 
visitor traffic for all venues below: 

February 4 – June 19, 2019 University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
Edinburg Campus, Visitors Center (4,600) 

July 1 – August 30, 2019 Museums of Port Isabel, Port Isabel, Texas (8,100) 

September 7 – October 31 Zapata County Historical Museum, Zapata, Texas (100) 

November 4 – December 20, 2019 University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, 
Brownsville Campus, Special Collections Library (100) 

January 7 – May 29, 2020 Webb County Heritage Foundation, 
Laredo, Texas (960) 

June 1, 2020 – March 31, 2021 Corpus Christi Texas (NAACP) (25,000)  

April 1 – June 30, 2021 South Texas College, Weslaco, TX (300)

July 1 – September 13, 2021 – Mission Historical Museum, Mission, TX

September 15 - December 15, 2021 Texas A&M Kingsville 

December 15, 2021 - March 30, 2022 McAllen Heritage Museum 

August 1 - September 30, 2022 Weslaco Historical Museum, Weslaco, TX

October 15 - December 15, 2022 South Texas College, Weslaco, TX

For further information, please call Roseann Bacha-Garza, 
CHAPS Program Manager at 956-665-3231 or via e-mail at 

roseann.bachagarza@utrgv.edu.  Thank you! 

mailto:roseann.bachagarza@utrgv.edu


What does the exhibit include:  

1. Six (6) sets of triptych thematic panels 
a. Introduction to War & Peace on the Rio Grande 
b. Trade, Commerce, White Gold & Entrepreneurs 
c. Imperial and Republican Mexico 
d. Tejanos in the Union & Confederate Armies 
e. US Colored Troops and Reconstruction 
f. Military Battles and Skirmishes  

 
2. One (1) credit panel–Civil War on the Rio Grande/Sponsors 

 



3. Six (6) individual soldier panels 

 
4. Mannequins/Flags/Union & Confederate Soldiers           

and Field Nurse 

 
 



5. US Colored Troop display/A Letter From Roma display 

 
6. Tejano Military Memorial Wall Banner (8’ tall x 10’ wide) 

 



7. Educational Tools/Traveling Trunk items & posters 

 
Note:  Case cannot travel – you would have to provide your 

own display case(s). 



8. Two 9-minute short films (runs on continuous loop) 
“Cotton Times” & “A Letter From Roma” 

 
9. Bi-lingual exhibit catalog to sell in gift shop $16.99 

 
https://www.lulu.com/en/us/shop/russell-skowronek-et-
al/war-and-peace-on-the-rio-grande/paperback/product-
1wk7yz2r.html 

https://www.lulu.com/en/us/shop/russell-skowronek-et-al/war-and-peace-on-the-rio-grande/paperback/product-1wk7yz2r.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/us/shop/russell-skowronek-et-al/war-and-peace-on-the-rio-grande/paperback/product-1wk7yz2r.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/us/shop/russell-skowronek-et-al/war-and-peace-on-the-rio-grande/paperback/product-1wk7yz2r.html


10. Collateral – postcards, bi-lingual maps, etc. 

 

 

 

         



War & Peace on the Rio Grande 1861-1867 

Venues that housed the exhibit include: 
Museums of Port Isabel – July 1 – August 30, 2019 

 

This exhibit was spread among three different buildings in this 
complex. We were able to make an inviting front window 
display of the individual soldier banners and the mannequins 
with their corresponding flags. 

   

They supplied display case(s) to house our traveling trunks for 
K-12 education items. We were able to place the thematic 
triptych panels within the Champion House, Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Cottage and Nautical Museum buildings. 



 

 

  
They conducted several community engagement events 
throughout the two months that our exhibit stood in Port 
Isabel that included presentations by the CHAPS team and 
book signing events. 

 

 

Villa Antigua Border Heritage Museum 

Webb County Heritage Foundation – January 7 – May 29, 2020  

  
Ad flyer for the opening reception event and exterior view of museum with vinyl exhibit banner  



The Webb County Heritage Foundation hosted a grand opening 
reception which included a presentation by the CHAPS team 
and a book signing event.  

  

The entire exhibit was contained on the first floor of the Villa 
Antigua Border Heritage Museum with the use of moving walls, 
stanchions, and a display case supplied by the museum.   

   

  

The base square footage of the Villa Antigua Border Heritage 
Museum has xxxx square feet of display space. 
 

 

 

 

 



University of Texas Rio Grande Valley  

Visitors Center – Edinburg Campus – February 4–June 19, 2020  

 

The 10’ x 10’ exterior vinyl banner advertised the exhibit 

 

The UTRGV Visitors Center is an 1,871-square-foot space with 
an attached small theater space. Any display cases were on 
loan from UTRGV’s Performing Arts Complex and do not travel 
with the exhibit. 

 



University of Texas Rio Grande Valley - Brownsville 

Special Collections Library Colonnade, Brownsville Campus  

November 4 – December 20, 2019 

 

This location and the Zapata County Historical Museum chose 
only to house the thematic triptych banners.  

 

 

 



Example of a press piece for the community engagement event 
conducted by the CHAPS Program at UTRGV’s Edinburg 
Campus on April 6, 2019: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 




