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FROM UTPA REPORTS

For Maxigil Vale, the Civil
War wasn't just a topic
covered in history class.

It was a vibrant narration -
passed down from
generation to generation.

Margil grew up in Roma

listening tc stories about =
his great-grandfather, John

Heinrik Vale, a Swedish
immigrant who arrived in
New York in 1840 and came
to the Rio Grande Valiey
to volunteer for Taylor’s
Army of Occupation during -
the Mexican-American
War. John, a Confederate
sympathizer, made aliving

. by transporting bales

" ofcottonalongthe Rro , ?ﬁ,
" Grande. s :

¢ “(John) came around
the 1840s, with the =

So he goes into Mexico, .
then comes back to the
areaof Romaand he -~
marries awoman from : -~
Mier (Mexico),” Margil .
said. “Hewasinthe

here. ... He was back and .

- forth, basmally buymg and
[ resemng e

" His famrly’s legacy, e

... (CHAPS) Program on Feb
.28 atthe Student Umon

.., Trailis a virtua! tour that - ‘
e combined with his passron ; ,1

. for hlstory, prompted
.- Margil to attend the launch
< - of Rio Grande Valley Civil : ;
“+. * War Trail, presented by the . -
American forces ﬁghting
the Mexicans in the 185Cs.

University of Texas-Pan
American’s Community
of Historic Archaeology °
Project with Schools . -

Theater. -

. ]l thmk the mformation
. business of trading cottcn, -
and from Mexico they - -
- would get cotton, coffee,

- sugar that they needed

* TheRGVCivilWar - .

mchdes amap, gtude, i

o bf 0chure and associated :
"ff all available in English .

" . the elements providea " - -
conceptual “walk” through

- historians, educators and
*’ representatives from local, -
.. state and federal agencies .
.. provided support for -

was well presented,” Margil
said. “I learned things that - ....-
I hadn't heard before, even .-
though the cotton trade ;-
was the story of our family, -
what our ancestors did.” ..+

_locations identified ona -
map, such as the “Robert

Web page and podcasts,
and Spanish. Together -

the history of the Civil .- -
War in South Texas. Local :

developing the virtual tour. -
The trail runs through
a five-county stretch -
between Laredoand - °. -
Brownsville and has key ;

See TRAI!'. i ZD
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