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4th Grade Lesson Plans 

01. Analyzing Artifacts 
02. Visiting Historic Places 
03. Biography 
04. Events 
05. Reading a Map & Making Generalizations 
06. Analyzing an Inset Map 
07. Identifying Main Idea & Supporting Details 
08. Cause & Effect 
09. Sequencing 
10. Categorizing & Summarizing 

 



  

















Biography – Image of Col. Santos Benavides – Handout 

     

     

     

     

 





Name: __________________________________       Period: _____________________________________ 

Reproducible 
 

Events – Reading – Handout 

 
Did you know that the last land battle of the Civil War was fought along the Mexican 
border at Palmito Ranch near Brownsville, Texas?   
 
Battle of Palmito Ranch (1865) 
 
Though largely unknown by the public in general, the skirmish at Palmito Ranch on 
May 13, 1865 was the last battle of the Civil War. Most fighting had ended after 
Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, but many 
Confederate commanders west of the Mississippi had not yet accepted the Union's 
victory.  
 
By this time, Confederate troops still controlled Fort Brown, Brownsville, and the 
surrounding mainland, while a small Union garrison occupied Brazos Island. On 

May 11, Colonel Theodore H. 
Barrett, commander at Brazos 
Island, ordered Lieutenant Colonel 
David Branson to lead 250 men of 
the 62nd U.S. Colored Infantry and 
fifty men of the 2nd Texas Cavalry 
toward the remaining Confederate 
strongholds. Branson’s force 
advanced to Palmito Ranch and on 
May 13, bolstered by Barrett 
himself and 200 men of the 34th 
Indiana Infantry, pressed steadily 

onward toward Brownsville. The arrival of John S. “Rip” Ford with 300 Confederate 
cavalrymen and several artillery pieces halted Barrett’s advance near the western 
edge of Palmito Ranch. The Union Infantry fell back to the coast and as darkness 
fell, an artillery bombardment by Union naval ships held the Confederates at bay 
and allowed the federals to escape.  
 
Casualties in the battle were relatively light, the Confederates counting ten men 
wounded and the Union six wounded and two killed. One of the dead was Private 
John Jefferson Williams of the 34th Indiana Infantry who earned the sad distinction 
of becoming the final battlefield fatality in America’s bloodiest war. 

 

Palmito Ranch Battlefield painting by Clara Lily Ely, Courtesy 
of Texas Southmost College 

 



































7th Grade Lesson Plans 

11. Analyzing Artifacts 
12. Visiting Historic Places 
13. Biography 
14. Events 
15. Reading a Map, Making Generalizations, & Summarizing 
16. Analyzing an Inset Map 
17. Identifying Main Idea, Supporting Details, & Summarizing 
18. Cause & Effect 
19. Sequencing 
20. Categorizing & Summarizing 

 



  





















Biography Activity - Image of Juan Nepomuceno Cortina 

Reproducible              Image of Juan Nepomuceno Cortina Courtesy of Jerry D. Thompson 

 

     

     

     

     

 





Name: __________________________________       Period: _____________________________________ 

Reproducible 
 

Events – Reading – Handout 

 
Did you know that the last land battle of the Civil War was fought along the Mexican border at 
Palmito Ranch near Brownsville, Texas?   
 
 
The Battle of Palmito Ranch (1865)  
 
Though largely unknown by the public in general, the skirmish at Palmito Ranch on May 13, 1865 
was the last battle of the Civil War. Most fighting had ended after Robert E. Lee's surrender at 
Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, but many Confederate commanders west of the Mississippi 
had not yet accepted the Union's victory.  

 
By this time, Confederate troops still controlled Fort Brown, Brownsville, and the surrounding 
mainland, while a small Union garrison occupied Brazos Island. On May 11, Colonel Theodore H. 

Barrett, commander 
at Brazos Island, 
ordered Lieutenant 
Colonel David 
Branson to lead 250 
men of the 62nd U.S. 
Colored Infantry and 
fifty men of the 2nd 
Texas Cavalry toward 
the remaining 
Confederate 
strongholds. 
Branson’s force 
advanced to Palmito 
Ranch and on May 
13, bolstered by 
Barrett himself and 
200 men of the 34th 

Indiana Infantry, pressed steadily onward toward Brownsville. The arrival of John S. “Rip” Ford 
with 300 Confederate cavalrymen and several artillery pieces halted Barrett’s advance near the 
western edge of Palmito Ranch. The Union Infantry fell back to the coast and as darkness fell, an 
artillery bombardment by Union naval ships held the Confederates at bay and allowed the federals 
to escape.  
 
Casualties in the battle were relatively light, the Confederates counting ten men wounded and the 
Union six wounded and two killed. One of the dead was Private John Jefferson Williams of the 
34th Indiana Infantry who earned the sad distinction of becoming the final battlefield fatality in 
America’s bloodiest war. 

 

Palmito Ranch Battlefield painting by Clara Lily Ely, Courtesy of Texas Southmost 
College 

 



































8th Grade Lesson Plans 

21. Analyzing Artifacts 
22. Visiting Historic Places 
23. Biography 
24. Events 
25. Class Magazine Project 
26. News Report Project 
27. Letter Writing 
28. Impact of Slavery 
29. Causes of the Civil War 
30. Significant Events of the Civil War 

 



  























































AP U.S. History Lesson Plans 

31. Analyzing Artifacts 
32. Visiting Historic Places 
33. Biography 
34. Events 
35. RGV CW Trail Map 
36. African Americans 
37. Cotton Trade 
38. US & Mexico 
39. Key Events 
40. DBQ 

 



  























































Enrichment Activities1 

E1. Banknotes 
E2. Music 
E3. Hardtack 
E4. Tent 
E5. Short Play 

 

                                                           
1 These five enrichment activities may be easily adapted to any K-12 grade level.  Enrichment 

activities meet different learning styles and promote an appreciation of history. 

 



  






































