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|
Education redefines culturally relevant | earni:
interdisciplinary approach including: anthropol
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archeology and biology serve as a foundation t
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From Porciones to Colonia
Di scovering AOur Storyo i n th

and the United States

Russel |l K. Skowronek

AThe days that make us happy make us wise. 0 (
Everyone in academia experienced the fAsage
handwritten notes out of a battered briefcase
topic, while occasionally writing a term on a
accurate and i mportant information which woul
and other exams but for most it was i mmedi ate
who excelled in these classes kept precise no
footsteps. Very rarely would these professors
which would engage the students, their audien
As educators we know that | earning does no
generic curriculum. Yet, we |live in an era wh
STEM fields grabs the headlines in The Chroni
school board meetings to | ocal newspapers. B
materials are established but these often f ai
di versity which is the United States. This d
A great teacher understands thatomearning
di scussions to | ecture halls, and in many way
throughout our | ives when we are actively eng
presentations. Those who effectively used art
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of 2009 the Community Historical
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y altered or destroyed aspects of t
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de Valleyds history through schol art
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| mportance of Culturally and Locally Relevant

We might ask why the CHAPS Program i s an a
Hi spanic population of the Rio Grande Valley.
integrating culturally and |l ocally relevant <c
|l iterature as it pertains to mathemati cal kno
individual 6s ability to | earn and understand
Amake the connections to their existing knowl
knowl edge that individuals can draw on are cu
experiences (Gustein et al 1997, Howard 2001
with middfedssehodkents demonstrates the power
concepts to be tied to studentso cultural exp
has been |inked to ethnic minority individual
to social sciences/ humanities majors. As Pete
community without a deeper sense of connected
Specifically, students who strove to integrat
because cours content in humanities and soci
explore their ethnicities (Syed, 2010). Taken
include a culturally relevant context into th
approach wusing the skill sets associated with
and history supports Hispanic studentsod maste
culturally and | ocally relevant content
Contextwualizing the Rio Grande Valley, a | and

The area known as the Rio Grande Valley 1is
of the fastest growing areas in the nation. L
Ri o Grande Valley truly |l ays at the end of th
gateway to Latin America. The Rio Grande was
ranching until the 1990s. Today it is rapidly
Uni ted States for manufactured goods establ
is a |l and of contrasts and extremes in wealth

This area is comprised of four counties: C
similar characteristic in terms of race, pove

predominatel y-iHicsopreeni c-oande xlaanp | e, Hi dal go Col
according to the U. S. Census Bureau (2010) th



$30,518 making it one of the poorest counties i

[
the | evel of the rest of Texas. The economic de
poverty | evel i's 34.8%, compared to 15. 8%, stat
of high school gr adufaitvees yoefa rpse rosfo nasg eo vwears townel nyt

Occupied by Native Peoples for millennia the
dating back to the middle of the eighteenth cer
founded along the river (Lovett et al. 2014).
comprised the early settlers of the region that
can independence from Spain in 1821, this river
1848 whepolthei gab boundary was set between the
border the fl ow of goods, iddas,stamcd ngeaapyl & sWedc
Montej ano, 1987). As a consequence of this rict
predominately Hispanic popul ation varies with
i ndividuals have resided in the area for mere
resided in the area for multiple genefrations. (
Barriga) provides a more nuanced view of the hi
this region. Lesson plans developed by |l ocal e
strate creative approaches to t eabcahsiendg eidnu ctahtei o
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The PowerBasfe dP|laecaer ni ng

Edna C. Al faro

AFrom Porciones to Colonias: Curriculum In
together faculty at the | argestPadSIAmelr itchaen st
(UTPA), and public schooacsle dt ecaucchrercsu ltuom.cr e altsda r
| andscape and cul tur al hi story of one of th
classroom | aboratory, faculty housed in the C
Project with Schools) helped guide el ementary
| essons plans that would result in students w
citizens Thus, the CHAPS program sought to i
our work with | ocal teachers.

UTPA is situated in the | ower Ri o Grande V

|l argely rural, with high | evels of poverty (U
i ndividuals in the surboumdi onmgl ¢ oéninu % tfgif vagyr er

are high school graduates, 15.6% of adults ha
line (U.S. Census Bureau, 2014). These demogr
support for the necessity of this historical

academic outcomes of Hispanic students in rur
research to date focuses on ethnic minorities
communities throughout the U.S. are strugglin
Ol son, & Winter, 2005) . Moreover, working wit

backgrounds is particularly i mportant because
achievement gap between ethnic minority stude
Together these characteristics put the childr
academic success; however, research suggests

[

ri sk factors s by making educational materi a
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with predomi natienlcyo ntei séptahniger aderlsow students e

increase students exposure to their | ocal eco
motivation compared to students who were in t
2005). On a |-baarsgeedr esdcuaclaet,i opnl ac e students el
US also demonstrated increased academic motiyv
bet ween educational content and academic mot.
motivation is sensitive to context (Goodenow
Further, this work alluddastad tehecmadt emt ipalogfr
avenue to increase academic achievement, acad
(Anderson & Keith, 1997; Wentzel, 1998) .

When examining the relabavsead bedweatni exaplosm
student s6 acadehd e dud dcwareetsi,omplhase been found
studentsd academic achievement. F o i nicnosntea n4cteh,
graders demonstrated and significant i mprove
Language Art s, Mat h, Science, and SobaakdStud
training in an attempt to increase studentso
Similar increases in standardized scores were
(Lieberman & Hoody, 1998). Il ndeed, some schol
based programs at school ot peaed 0od merdo g rheems «o
standardi zed test 72% of the time (State Educ
i mprovements in academic outcomes stretch bey
based educational programs also demonstrated
Hoody, 1998) and ewmmraldlumeantoni f Eanelklaaigva , p <Dt0 4
reducti onwst irnatdesop( Emekauwa, 2004b) and disci

1998). Taken together, these fiihaisregs eldiughaltii @
studentsd6 academic outcomes.

Pl alceesed Education and Connections with Paren

The benefbdsedfedpdaatei on are not | imited t
t he c| assbraosoend. ePdluaccaet i on al so i ncreases pareni
the | ocal c doramerdi tEyd u(cRilta men Eval uation Col |l abc
2010). The rel ation bet webeamns epda reedrutcaalt iiomv alsv epn
i mportant for Latino students as parent al I nv
academic outcomes (Martinez, DeGar mo, & Eddy,
pl abcaesed education enabl es parents to increas:
|l ives without | eaving their homes. For exampl
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