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What’s Your Story?  

 

Sophia: (Q1) Okay, where and when were you born? 

Grandma: I was born in Laredo, Texas. On the month of July in 1942 

 

Sophia: (Q2) How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

Grandma: I have 5 brothers and 3 sisters 

 

Sophia: (Q2) What were your parents like? 

Grandma:  My mother was quiet, never got after us, and she was patient. My father was 

talkative, and a jokester, and was very strict. 

 

Sophia: (Q2) How did you all get along? 

Grandma: Me and my parents? 

Sophia: Yes. 

Grandma: I got along very well with my mom, but I argued with my dad quite often. 

 

Sophia: (Q3) What languages were spoken in your home? 

Grandma: Only Spanish. 

 

Sophia: (Q3) You are bilingual, right? And not multilingual? 

Grandma: Yes, I am bilingual. 

 

Sophia: (Q4) What stories did you hear about your parents, grandparents, and other 

ancestors? 

Grandma: My grandparents died when I was young. Then, at that time, women did not 

work. My father’s father was said to be a very hardworking man. My mother’s mother 

the same. And it was hard to find jobs then in Laredo. 

 

Sophia: (Q5) Did your ancestors immigrate? 

Grandma: No, but my dad did immigrate from Leon, Guanajuato. He did have his papers, 

though. 

 

Sophia: (Q6) Describe a typical day when you were my age. 



Grandma: On a school day, (I went to Lamar Jr. High School.) I walked to school; I 

didn’t take the bus much. There wasn’t much to do at school then. I couldn’t go to any 

afterschool activities, because my dad did not want to take us. I liked to play baseball and 

basketball. I did chores sometimes, I washed the dishes mostly. 

 

 

Sophia: (Q7) How old were you when you got married? 

Grandma: I was 21 when I got married. 

 

Sophia: (Q7) How did you meet Grandpa (Hector Rodriguez)? 

Grandma: We met at HEB, we both worked there and a friend of ours got us to go to the 

same activities, and meet each other very often. 

 

Sophia: (Q8) What historical events took place during your life? 

Grandma: When I was 19, president Kennedy died. 

 

Sophia: (Q8) Did it have a very strong influence on your life? 

Grandma: Not very much, it was sad, but I didn’t affect me much. 

Sophia: (Q10) Have you moved throughout your life? 

Grandma:  Yes. I have moved from Laredo, to Michigan, and even San Antonio after we 

had our 4 kids. 

 

Sophia: (Q10) How is the town you now live in changed over the years? 

Grandma: Yes, the businesses have prospered. It used to be very quiet, nowadays; it is 

busy, and successful. But most of the businesses that are here today have come in from 

México.  

 

Sophia: (Q9) What types of food did you eat growing up? 

Grandma: We ate traditional Mexican food: Rice, Beans, and Carne Guisada. 

 

 

Sophia: (Q9) Who did most of the cooking? 

Grandma: My mom did most of the cooking. 

 

Sophia: (Q11) Have you ever found fossils or arrowheads on your land? 

Grandma: No, but at Hector’s (Grandpa) ranch we have found many. 

 

Sophia: (Q11) Did your ancestors get a land grant from the king of Spain or the Republic 

of México? 

Grandma: No, not that I can recall. 

 

Sophia: (Q12) What kind of technology did you have growing up? 

Grandma: We had electricity, running water, gas, and fans. 

 

Sophia: What advice would you want to pass down? 



Grandma: To get your education. Its important. At any job if you want a raise, you’d 

probably only get one if you had your education. 

 

Sophia: What was your favorite sport(s) when you were little?  

Grandma: My favorite sports were Softball and Basketball. 

 

 

Sophia: When you were little, in general, what were your friends like? 

Grandma: My friends were just like me, we all lived in the same neighborhood, and we 

would always walk to school together. 

 

Sophia: Who was your best friend when you were little? 

Grandma: My best friends were my cousin, Andrea Garcia, and my school friend, Julia 

Zuniga. 

 

Sophia: When you were little what did you think you wanted to be when you grew up? 

Grandma: I liked teachers growing up. Then when I went to college I liked accounting. 

 

Sophia: What were your favorite subjects when you were little? 

Grandma: My childhood subject was English. Then when I went to high school, it was 

English and Home Economics. 

 

 

Sophia: What were your best subjects? 

Grandma: My best subject in middle school was English, and math, not Algebra, and in 

high school it was English, Typing, and Home Economics. 

 

Sophia: Were you an “A” student? 

Grandma: No I was more of an “A, B, C” student. 

 

Sophia: Did you have a dog? 

Grandma: My dad did, they were all German Shepards, boys. One of them was named 

Pancho. 

 

Sophia: Name your children oldest to youngest, please. 

Grandma: OK, Maria Isabel a.k.a. Isabel, Eliza, Hector Jr., Daniel. 


