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Education


Ph.D., 1999, Anthropology, Tulane University.


Dissertation title:  “Spiritual Embodiment in a Highland Maya Community.”

M.A., 1993, Anthropology, University of California, Los Angeles.


Thesis title:  “Prescriptions for Tradition:  Healing in a Highland Maya Community.”

B.A., 1990, Anthropology, University of Texas at Austin.  Minor:  Latin American 
Studies.


Foreign Study Program, 1989, Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Lima.

Awards and Fellowships
Accessibility Excellence Award, Office of Student Accessibility Services.  The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.  October 2020
Faculty Excellence Award in Teaching, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences.  The University of Texas-Pan American.  March 2014.

Research Fellow, Institute for Population Health Policy, UTPA.  HBCU/MI Partnership Training Award, “Barriers to Breast Cancer Screening among Latinas in the U.S.-Mexico Border Region.”  Researcher.  José A. Pagán, David A. Asch, PIs.  Award Number W81XWH-06-1-0334. 2006 – 2011.

UTPA Latin American Studies Program.  Course Development Award.  April 2008.


Provost’s Award in Latin American Studies.  The University of Texas-Pan American, 
Office of the Provost/VPAA, Office of International Programs.  April 2006.

Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.  Ninth edition, 2004-2005.
Outstanding Faculty Award in Teaching.  The University of Texas-Pan American.  August 2003.

Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies, Inc.  General Research Grant 
(#00036) to research Maya bonesetting in Guatemala.  June 2001.


Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies, Inc.  General Research Grant 
(#99018) to research Maya bonesetting in Guatemala.  June-July 2000.

UTPA Faculty Research Council.  Grant to research Maya bonesetting in Guatemala, May-June 2000.

Mellon Foundation.  Grant to research popular religiosity in Guatemala, June-Aug 1995.


National Science Foundation Graduate Fellowship, 1991-1992, 1992-1993, 1995-1996.

Papers Presented at Professional Meetings
“Grasping Bones in Middle America: Why do most Bonesetters Consider their Craft Secular?”  Paper accepted for presentation at the 67th Annual Meeting of the Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies, New Mexico State University, Las Cruces.  15-18 April 2020.  [Cancelled due to COVID-19]

“The Captive Bone and Ossified Selves in Three Manuscripts of Colonial Guatemala.”  
Paper presented at the Ninth Annual South-Central Conference on Mesoamerica, the San 
Antonio Museum of Art and the University of Texas San Antonio.  19-21 October 2018.

"Injury, Calamity, and the Formation of Maya Bonesetters." Paper presented at the annual 
meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C.  29 November - 3 December 2017.

“Los desastres naturales y la formación de los hueseros mayas.”  Paper presented at the 
Fourth Guatemala Scholars Network Conference, La Antigua Guatemala.  13-15 July 
2017.


“Human Bones and Ossified Selves in Three Manuscripts of Colonial Guatemala: The 
Precursors to Healing Uses of Bone among the Maya.”  Paper presented at the American 
Society for Ethnohistory Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee.  9-12 November 2016.


“Maya Bonesetters, Aires, and the Effects of Natural Cycles on the Body.”  Paper 
presented at the Sixth Annual South-Central Conference on Mesoamerica, University of 
Texas San Antonio.  6-8 November 2015.


“The Limits of Conversion: Evangelical Experience and Core Maya Principles.”  Paper 
presented at the Fifth Annual South-Central Conference on Mesoamerica, Middle 
American Research Institute at Tulane University, New Orleans.  24-26 October 2014.


“The Role of Ritual Heat in Highland Maya Dance.”  Paper presented at the Fourth 
Annual South-Central Conference on Mesoamerica, University of Houston.  1-3 
November 2013.

“The Place of Effigies and Surrogation in Maya Ritual Life.”  Paper presented at the Third Annual South-Central Conference on Mesoamerica, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas.  26-27 October 2012.

“Grasping Bones in Mesoamerica:  Maya Bonesetting and its Non-Ritual Foundations.” Paper presented at the Second Annual South-Central Conference on Mesoamerica, Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas. 4 - 6 November 2011.

“Central American Calamity and the Formation of Maya Bonesetters.”  Paper presented at The 2011 Lozano Long Conference, “From Natural Events to Social Disasters in the Circum-Caribbean,” The University of Texas at Austin.  23 - 25 February 2011.

“Concerns about Breast Cancer Heredity:  Suggestions from a Study of Mexican American Women.”  Paper presented at Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Social Science Association, Houston, Texas.  31 March – 3 April 2010.


“Bones, Bonesetters, and the Dilemma of the Sacred Bone.”  Paper presented at 70th 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Mérida, Yucatán.  24 - 27 
March 2010.


“Golpes, shock, y el vehículo corporal en la ritualidad indígena.”  Paper and slide 
presentation at 53° Congreso Internacional de Americanistas, Universidad 
Iberoamericana, México D.F., 19 to 24 July 2009.


“Maya Ritualists and Conditional Media Promotion.”  Paper and slide presentation at 
XXVII Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, Montreal, Quebec, 5-8 
September 2007.


“Incorporando espíritu en materia sacra: dos casos en un pueblo maya kaqchikel.”  Paper 
presented at 28ª Mesa Redonda of the Sociedad Mexicana de Antropología, México
D.F., 6-10 August 2007.


“Maya Ritualists, the Print Media, and the Subtext of Publicity.”  Paper and slide 
presentation at Society for the Anthropology of Religion Annual Meeting, Phoenix, 
Arizona, 13-16 April 2007.

“Peyote Shrines in Mexican American South Texas.”  Paper presented at Southwestern Social Science Association Annual Meeting, 12-15 April 2006, San Antonio, Texas.

“Sobadores, Convergent Disease Discourse, and Pain Validation in South Texas.”  Paper presented at Society for Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Vancouver, British Columbia, 28 March to 1 April 2006.

“Maya Shamanic Elements and the Lived Landscape.”  Paper and discussion presented through the group, “Local Healing Traditions and Shamans”, at the World Congress of the International Forum of Social Sciences and Health, 21-25 August 2005, Yeditepe Universitesi, İstanbul, Turkey.
“Consumers and the Consumed:  Maya Indians and the Bodily Imaginary in the United States.”  Paper presented at 29th Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association of Turkey, Antalya, Turkey, 29 October 2004.


“Mexican American Folk Massagers in a Pluralistic Context.”  Paper presented at Society 
for Applied Anthropology / Society for Medical Anthropology Annual Meetings, Dallas, 
Texas, 2 April 2004.


Co-Organizer of panel “Continuities and Changes in Mesoamerican Medicinal Practices” 
(with John Chuchiak, Southwestern Missouri State University).  Presented paper, 
“Divination Bowls and Blood Simulacra in Colonial and Modern Mesoamerican Curing” 

at 101st. Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, 24 November 2002.


“Technology and the Maya Bonesetter.”  Paper presented at Society for Applied 
Anthropology 
Annual Meetings, Atlanta, Georgia, 7 March 2002.


Co-Organizer of panel “Making Some Bones About It:  Toward an Ethnography of 
Manual Medicine” (with Kathryn Oths, University of Alabama).  Presented paper, “The 
Hands, the Sacred, and Technology in Maya Bonesetting” at Society for Applied 
Anthropology Annual Meetings, Mérida, Yucatán, México, March 2001.


"Peyote and Peyoteros in the South Texas Borderlands."  Paper presented at Rio Bravo 
Association Annual Conference, Texas A&M University-Kingsville, March 2000.

"The Hands Know:  Bodily Engagement and Technology in Highland Maya Bonesetting."  Paper presented at Society for Applied Anthropology / Society for Medical Anthropology Annual Meetings, San Francisco, California, 24 March 2000.


"The Nature of Huesero Work:  Maya Men and Body Knowledge."  Paper presented at 
121st Annual Meeting of the American Ethnological Society, Portland, Oregon, March 
1999.

"Tras el velo del baile:  la identidad maya en Guatemala."  Paper presented at IVº Congreso Internacional de Mayistas, La Antigua Guatemala, August 1998.

"Guatemalans at the Threshold:  Borders and Bodily Boundaries."  Paper presented at 9th Annual Meeting of the Río Bravo Association, Texas A&M International University, Laredo, Texas, April 1998.

"Perspectivas críticas sobre la salud pública en Guatemala."  Paper presented at IVº Simposio de Antropología Física "Luis Montané," Universidad de La Habana, La Habana, Cuba, December 1994.

"Maya Health Specialists and Biomedical Materials: Pragmatic Outlooks for a Traditional Role."  Paper presented for the panel, "Ethnic Identities" at 18th International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, Atlanta, Georgia, March 1994.


Archived at http://lasa.international.pitt.edu/members/congress-
papers/lasa1994/files/HinojosaServando.pdf 

"Turning Prophets in their Own Land: The Problem of the Indigenous Physician."  Paper 
presented at National Symposium on Indigenous Knowledge and Contemporary Social  
Issues, Tampa, Florida, 10-12 March 1994.

"El nuevo botiquín maya kaqchikel: oración, fármacos y supervivencia cultural."  Paper 
presented at Séptimo Congreso Internacional de Medicina Tradicional y Folklórica, 
Academia Mexicana de Medicina Tradicional, Mérida, Yucatán, Mexico, December 
1993.


"Etiological Appraisal of Changing Medical Resources in Highland Guatemala."  Paper 
presented for the panel, "International Health: Basic and Applied Research in Developing 
Countries" at 92nd Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington, D.C., November 1993.

"Etiological Extremes and Cultural Mediation: Traditional and Formal Medical Practitioners in a Highland Maya Community."  Paper presented at Annual Meeting of Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, April 1993.

"Prescriptions for Tradition: Healing in a Highland Maya Community."  Paper presented at Institute of Latin American Studies Student Association Conference, Austin, Texas, March 1993.

"Pharmaceuticals in Guatemalan Popular Medicine: Westernization or Resistance?"  Paper presented at conference "Culture, Institutions and Development in Latin America," UCLA Latin American Center, Ventura, California, May 1992.
Publications

2020
Maya Bonesetters: Manual Healers in a Changing Guatemala.  University of 


Texas Press, Austin.

2019
Ossiﬁed and Materialized Selves in Three Manuscripts of Colonial Guatemala: 


Connections with the Sacred Instrumentality of Bone.  Ethnohistory 66(4):667-


688.  DOI: 10.1215/00141801-7683276
2018
The Limits of Conversion: Evangelical Experience and Enduring Maya Principles 
in Highland Guatemala.  The Latin Americanist 62(4):568-585. 


DOI: 10.1111/tla.12215
2018
Peyote Veneration in Challenging Times: Issues of Land and Access in South 
Texas.  Arcadia: Environment & Society, No. 19, Summer.  Rachel Carson Center 
for Environment and Society.  http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/8389
2018
Toward an Understanding of Placentas, Umbilical Cords, and Cauls among 
Kaqchikel Maya Midwives of Guatemala.  In Maternal Death and Pregnancy-
Related Morbidity among Indigenous Women of Mexico and Central America. 
David Schwartz, editor, pp. 651-661.  Springer, Cham, Switzerland.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-71538-4_34 
2015  
In this Body: Kaqchikel Maya and the Grounding of Spirit.  University of 

New Mexico Press, Albuquerque.  NLM ID: 101681108
2015
“Guatemala.”  The Sage Encyclopedia of Cancer and Society, Second Edition.  Pp. 518-519.  Graham A. Colditz, editor.  Sage Publications, Inc., Thousand Oaks, California.

2012
La lógica curativa maya kaqchikel: oración, fármaco y supervivencia cultural.  In 


Enlaces con lo divino en la ritualidad indígena: Los que hablan con las deidades. 


Patricia Martel and Ruth Gubler, editors, pp.89-108. Editorial Académica 



Española, Saarbrücken, Germany. 

2011
Ritual Effigies and Corporeality in Kaqchikel Maya Soul Healing.  Ethnology 50 (1):79-94. ©2012


2011
Mayas, Spirituality, and the Unfinished History of Conflict in Guatemala. Revista 


Cultura y Religión 5(2):173-186.

2010
Golpes, shock, y el vehículo corporal en la ritualidad maya.  Ketzalcalli 1:77-88.


2009
“Tex-Mex.”  Latino History and Culture: An Encyclopedia.  Pp. 532-534.  David 


J. Leonard, Carmen Lugo-Lugo, editors.  M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, New York.


2008 
The Mexican American Sobador, Convergent Disease Discourse, and Pain 


Validation in South Texas.  Human Organization 67(2):194-206.

2005
Divination Bowls and Blood Simulacra in Colonial and Contemporary 



Mesoamerican Curing.  In Change and Continuity in Mesoamerican Medicinal 


Practice.  John F. Chuchiak and Bodil Liljefors Persson, editors.  Acta Americana 


13(1–2):79-99.  ©2006

2004
“Maya Bone Divination.”  Shamanism: An Encyclopedia of World Beliefs, 


Practices, and Culture.  Pp. 425-426.  Eva Jane Neumann Fridman and Mariko 


Namba Walter, editors.  ABC-CLIO, Santa Barbara, California.


2004
Bonesetting and Radiography in the Southern Maya Highlands.  Medical 



Anthropology 23(4):263-293.  PMID: 15545090


[Selected as one of ten Editor’s Choice articles from all articles published in 


Medical Anthropology since 1977.]

2004
Healing by Hand: Manual Medicine and Bonesetting in Global Perspective.  


Kathryn S. Oths and Servando Z. Hinojosa, editors.  AltaMira Press, Walnut 


Creek, California.   NLM ID: 101235488

2004
The Hands, the Sacred, and the Context of Change in Maya Bonesetting.  In 


Healing by Hand: Manual Medicine and Bonesetting in Global Perspective.  


Kathryn S. Oths and Servando Z. Hinojosa, editors, pp.107-129.  AltaMira Press, 


Walnut Creek, California.

2004
Introduction. (Kathryn S. Oths and Servando Z. Hinojosa)  In Healing by Hand: Manual Medicine and Bonesetting in Global Perspective.  Kathryn S. Oths and Servando Z. Hinojosa, editors, pp.xiii-xxiii.  AltaMira Press, Walnut Creek, California.


2004
Authorizing Tradition: Vectors of Contention in Highland Maya Midwifery.  


Social Science & Medicine 59(3):637-651.

2002
K’u’x como vínculo corporal en el cosmos.  Estudios de Cultura Maya 22:185-


197.


2002
“The Hands Know”: Bodily Engagement and Medical Impasse in Highland Maya 


Bonesetting.  Medical Anthropology Quarterly 16(1):22-40.
2000
“Orishas (Trinidad).”  Encyclopedia of Contemporary Latin American and Caribbean Cultures, Vol.3, p.1080.  Daniel Balderston, Mike Gonzalez, Ana M. López, Editors.  Routledge, London and New York.


2000
“Peyote.”  Encyclopedia of Contemporary Latin American and Caribbean 



Cultures, Vol.3, pp.1145-1146.  Daniel Balderston, Mike Gonzalez, Ana M. 


López, 
Editors. Routledge, London and New York.

2000
“Tobacco.”  Encyclopedia of Contemporary Latin American and Caribbean Cultures, Vol.3, pp. 1473-1474.  Daniel Balderston, Mike Gonzalez, Ana M. López, Editors.  Routledge, London and New York.


2000
Human - Peyote Interaction in South Texas.  Culture & Agriculture 22(1):29-36.

1994
Levels of Meaning in the Maya Midwife Experience.  Human Mosaic 28(1):41-


53.

1994
Turning Prophets in their Own Land: The Problem of the Maya Physician. Anthropology UCLA 21:1-14.

Research Reports and Conference Proceedings

2016
Tensions in Post-Coup-Attempt Turkey: Kurdish Participants in Politics face 


Concerted Challenges, Some of their Own Making.  Anthropology News.  Posted 


on 14 September. 



http://www.anthropology-news.org/index.php/2016/09/14/tensions-in-post-coup-


attempt-turkey/ 

2015
Incorporando espíritu en materia sacra: dos casos en un pueblo maya kaqchikel.  In Aportaciones antropológicas: 70 aniversario de la Sociedad Mexicana de Antropología (1937-2007), pp. 330-334.  Sociedad Mexicana de Antropología, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas, México, D.F.


2015
Deepening Fractures in Turkish Society.  Anthropology News 56 (7-8): 5-6.  


July/August.  Originally posted on 16 March.  


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1556-3502.2015.560705_s.x/pdf 
2013
Postcard from Istanbul: Anatomy of a Crisis.  Anthropology News 54 (9-10): 28-29.  September/October.  Originally posted on 7 June.  Archived at:


http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1556-3502.2013.54604.x/pdf 
2013
Whither Turkey: Democracy Interrupted, Youth Obstructed.  Anthropology News.  Posted on 17 July.  Archived at:



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1556-3502.2013.54705.x/pdf 

2007
Maya Ritualists and Conditional Media Promotion.  In XXVII International 


Congress, After the Washington Consensus: Collaborative Scholarship for a New 


America, LASA 2007 Montreal, Proceedings CD-ROM.


2003
Tras el velo del baile: la identidad maya en Guatemala.  In Cuarto Congreso 


Internacional de Mayistas, pp. 659-669.  Universidad Nacional Autónoma de 


México, México, D.F.  


2001
Vocational Directives among Maya Bonesetters in two Guatemalan Communities.  

Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies, Inc. (FAMSI)  


Research Report posted at http://www.famsi.org/reports/99018/index.html 
Book Reviews

2018
Review of Indigenous Bodies, Maya Minds: Religion and Modernity in a 



Transnational K’iche’ Community (2016) by C. James MacKenzie.  The Journal 


of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 23(2):388-391.
2014
Review of Indigenous Religion and Cultural Performance in the New Maya World 
 (2013) by Garrett W. Cook and Thomas A. Offit.  The Journal of Anthropological Research 70: 162-163. 


2010
Review of To Be Like Gods: Dance in Ancient Maya Civilization (2009) by 


Matthew G. Looper.  The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 

15(2): 515-517.

2009
Review of Curandero: A Life in Mexican Folk Healing (2005) by Eliseo Torres 


and Timothy L. Sawyer. Río Bravo (n.s.) 1(2): 167-169.

2002
Review of Chicano Empowerment and Bilingual Education: Movimiento Politics 


in Crystal City, Texas (1998) by Armando Trujillo.  Río Bravo (n.s.) 1(1): 87-89.


1998
Review of Cuentos y colorados en popoluca de Texistepec (1996) by Søren 


Wichmann.  Latin American Indian Literatures Journal 14(2): 154-155.

1997
Review of Sastun: My Apprenticeship with a Maya Healer (1994) by Rosita Arvigo.  Diálogo, No. 2: 45-46.


1997
Review of Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (1998) by Andrés 


Tijerina.  Río Bravo 5(2)/ 6(1): 151-154.


1996
Review of El Tzolkin es más que un calendario (1995) by Walburga Rupflin-


Alvarado.  Latin American Indian Literatures Journal 12(2): 189-191.

1995
Review of Unfinished Conquest: The Guatemalan Tragedy (1993) by Victor Perera.  Latin American Anthropology Review  5(1 & 2): 86-87.

Professional Experience

Professor, The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Fall 2016 to present

Associate Professor,  The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Fall 2015 to Spr 2016

Associate Professor, The University of Texas-Pan American, 2005 to Spring 2015.

Interim Curator, Border Studies Archive, The University of Texas-Pan American 2014-15


Assistant Professor, The University of Texas-Pan American, 2000 to 2005.

Lecturer, The University of Texas-Pan American, 1999 - 2000.


Adjunct Instructor, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, 1998 - 1999.


Lecturer, The University of Texas-Pan American, Spring 1998.


Adjunct Instructor, University College, Tulane University, Spring 1997.

Research Interests


Mayas, Guatemala, Mexico, Latin America, Medical Anthropology, Midwifery, 
Ethnobotany, Bonesetting, Embodiment, Mexican American Folk Healing, Turkey
Courses Taught
•Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

•Mexican American Culture

•Mexican American Folk Medicine 


•Peoples and Cultures of Mexico 
•United States and Other World Cultures

•Anthropology of Expressive Culture
Manuscript/Chapter Reviewer For


•Medical Anthropology Quarterly 


•Medical Anthropology 

•Global Public Health




•Anthropology & Medicine

•Rio Bravo





•AltaMira Press

•Pearson (MyAnthroLab, Teaching Module)

 


•Oxford University Press (Cultural Anthropology, Textbook)

•W.W. Norton & Co. (Essentials of Cultural Anthropology, Textbook)


•New Trends in Social and Liberal Sciences
Past Project Involvement

“Barriers to Breast Cancer Screening among Latinas in the U.S.-Mexico Border Region.” 
Co-PI. José A. Pagán, David A. Asch, PIs. (Cynthia Brown, UTPA PI) Award Number 
W81XWH-06-1-0334.  Included taking a course at University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine.  2006 to 2011.


“Research Experience for Undergraduates.”  NSF-funded research experience in Tulum, 
Mexico (Previously based in Nahualá, Guatemala), based in Texas State University.  Ana 
Juarez, PI.  Affiliated faculty.  Has involved six UTPA students.  2001 to 2010.


“Voices of the Valley.”  National Endowment for the Arts- and Humanities Texas-funded 
Texas Folklife project in oral history and radio journalism.  Nancy Bless, PI, Cristina 
Balli, Project Director.  Involved two UTPA students.  2007 to 2010.
Recent Community and Campus Presentations 
• I co-organized the conference, “Folk Healing, Curanderismo, and the Practice of Biomedicine” at UTPA.  It commemorated the “Proyecto comprender” research project by Pan American University faculty and students in the mid 1970s.  I convened a panel of UTPA graduate students called, “Experiencing Folk Medicine in Testimony and Art,” and I organized a panel called, “Curanderismo as a Field of Inquiry: Research and Applications.”  In addition to handling conference logistics, I gave a talk entitled, “Thinking about Curanderos” and arranged for the Border Studies Archive to tape testimonials about folk medicine from campus and community members. (22-23 April 2015)

• I was an invited presenter at the Museum of South Texas History, Sunday Speakers Series.  The presentation was called, “Reflecting on Dias de los muertos: Life, Healing, and Family.”  The museum asked me to engage in a conversation about Dia de los Muertos, Covid, and the community during the event that was featured on Facebook Live and over Zoom. (25 October 2020)

• As the Anthropology Forum Coordinator for the International Museum of Arts and Sciences, I gave the eight International Museum of Art and Science (IMAS) presentations shown below as well as facilitated presentations by seven additional UTPA/UTRGV Anthropology faculty.

“Mexico, Bones, and Life.”  Presented as part of Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  2 November 2019.

“Early History of Mesoamerica: People of Antiquity.”  Presented at B3 Institute Workshop, “Historias Americanas”, Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge.  5 October 2019.

“Mexican American Folk Medicine in Local Perspective.”  Presented at the Mission Historical Museum, Mission, Texas.  15 December 2018.
“Skulls and Tzompantli in Popular Culture.”  Presented as part of Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  1 November 2018.

“Mexican American Folk Medicine in Local Context.”  Presented at the South Texas College Alpha Delta Sociology Symposium, McAllen, Texas.  18 November 2017.

“Dias de los Muertos in Mexico and the US.”  Presented as part of Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  29 October 2017.

“Changing Meanings of Dias de los Muertos.”  Presented as part of Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  30 October 2016.

“Mexico, Bones, and Life.”  Presented as part of Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  1 November 2015.

 
“Curanderos and Folk Healing in the Rio Grande Valley.”  Presented as part of Day of 
the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  2 November 2014.  Featured UTPA MFA 
student, Olga Escobedo, and her Curanderismo-themed art.

“The Maya Apocalypse.”  Presented as a featured speaker at the PSYCH Talks Lecture Series at South Texas College, McAllen, Texas.  27 October 2014.

“Humoral Medicine in Western Anatolian Folk Healing.”  Presented at the 7th Annual College of Social and Behavioral Sciences Research Conference, UTPA.  27 March 2014.

“Maya 2012 and the Closing of Baktun 13: An Inconvenient Truth about Maya Chronology.”  Presented at IMAS, McAllen, Texas.  2 December 2012.


“Foods of Day of the Dead.”  Presented at Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, 
Texas.  1 November 2012. 

“Mis-Conceptions about Turkey during the Arab Spring.”  Presented at International 
Days, UTPA.  15 November 2011. 

“Foods of Day of the Dead.”  Presented at Day of the Dead festivities at IMAS, McAllen, 
Texas.  30 October 2011. 

"Maya Bonesetters, Natural Disasters, & Vocational Obstacles."  Paper presented at 
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 2011 Conference, UTPA.  24 March 2011.

“Latin America: An Inner Look.”  Keynote Address for Pan American Round Table 
Luncheon, as part of Pan American Days, UTPA.  11 April 2011. 

“Demystifying the Curandero.”  Presented at The Big Read, an NEA-sponsored reading 
event at the Sekula Memorial Library, Edinburg, Texas.  5 March 2009. 

“Indigenous Representations in Mel Gibson’s Apocalypto.”  Presented at Social Justice 
and Peace Conference, COSBS, UTPA.  Spring 2009.
Presentations to Healthcare Practitioner Audiences

“Mexican American Folk Medicine: An Introduction.”  Presented to didactic session of 
physician residents at the UTRGV School of Medicine, Edinburg, 26 April 2019.


“Importance of Engaging Indigenous Folk Healers in Disease Prevention, Such as HIV, 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health.”  Panel presentation (with Maria Calvo, Rita 
Valdez, and Noe Garza) at the Healthy Communities: Mental Health, Substance Abuse & 
HIV Prevention Conference, UTRGV School of Medicine, Edinburg, 13-14 May 2016.


“Anthropology and Public Health: Interprofessional Practice.”  Presented to the 
symposium, Interprofessional Education & Practice in the RGV: STITCHing it All Up, 
UTRGV School of Medicine, Edinburg, 4 December 2015.

“The Mexican American Sobador in South Texas.”  Presented at the Center for Integrative Health at the University of Texas Health Science Center, San Antonio, 26 February 2004.

“The Mexican American Manual Medicine Specialist as Community Health Resource.”  Presented at the 4th Annual Counseling and Rehabilitation Issues Conference, UTPA, 

Edinburg, 12 April 2002.

“The Therapeutic Role of Maya Bonesetters in Guatemala.”  Presented to the Cleveland State University Guatemala Field Course for Physical/Occupational Therapy, Antigua, Guatemala, 1 June 2000.

“South Texas Ethnobotany Part 1: The Cultural World of Peyote.”  Presented at the 15th Annual Critical Care Conference, CHRISTUS Spohn Health System, Corpus Christi, Texas, 17 and 18 August 2000.

“Mexican American Manual Medicine Providers in South Texas.”  Presented at the Texas Woman’s University School of Occupational Therapy, Dallas, 3 March 2000.

“The Role of Mexican American Manual Medicine in South Texas.”  Presented at 14th Annual Critical Care Conference, CHRISTUS Spohn Health System, Corpus Christi, Texas, 19 August 1999.

“Mental Health: Historical Lessons for Rio Grande Valley Caseworkers.”  Presentation and workshop leader at Tropical Texas Center for Mental Health and Mental Retardation, Edinburg, 29 October 1999.
Recent Media Appearances
Interviewed for the report on Dias de los muertos, by reporter Colleen DeGuzman with the McAllen Monitor, on 21 October 2020.  The story appeared on 25 October 2020.

Interviewed by the Washington Post for a story on how local people may be responding to the Covid-19 crisis with curanderismo.  Interviewed by Ms. Arelis Hernández on 3 August and on 5 August 2020.


Interviewed for the report, “Day of the Dead Celebrated Throughout the RGV with 
Enticing Festivities”, that appeared 3 Nov 2019 in the McAllen Monitor.  Interviewed 
by Francisco E. Jimenez on 2 Nov 2019 at IMAS.  
https://www.themonitor.com/2019/11/03/day-dead-celebrated-throughout-rgv-enticing-
festivities/ 
Interviewed and quoted in the report, “Beware the Witch-Owl, La Lechuza,” broadcast by Latino USA and NPR on 30 October 2015.  Interviewed by Reynaldo Leanos on 28 Sept and 8 Oct 2015.  http://latinousa.org/2015/10/30/beware-the-witch-owl-la-lechuza/ 

Gave a televised interview to Telemundo/NBC Universal on Day of the Dead at the 
Border Studies Archive.  The program aired on 31 October 2014.  Interviewed by Yulieth 
Botello on 1 Oct 2014.

Gave a televised interview to Univision/FOX News on spiritual healing and folk 
medicine for a program that aired on 12 February 2014.  Interviewed by Oscar Margain 
on 16 January 2014.

Interviewed on-air by FOX News 2 on Mexican American folk medicine.  The program, 
with egg demonstration, aired on 17 April 2013.  Interviewed by Adriana Treviño on 15 
April 2013.
Gave a televised interview to Univision 48 on the “Maya 2012” phenomenon for a program that aired on 20-21 February 2012.  Interviewed by Cesar Flores on 14 Feb 2012.
Languages

English, Spanish:  native fluency


Kaqchikel Maya:  rudimentary reading and speaking ability


Turkish:  rudimentary speaking ability

Professional Memberships

American Anthropological Association


Society for Medical Anthropology



Guatemala Scholars Network


American Society for Ethnohistory
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