
Ancient Landscapes of South Texas: AP Human Geography

CED Alignment

Unit 1: Thinking Geographically - 1.1, 1.5, 1.7

Unit 2: Population and Migration - 2.10

Unit 3: Culture - 3.1, 3.2

Unit 4: Political Patterns - 4.3, 4.4

Unit 5: Agriculture and Rural Land Use - 5.2, 5.3

Unit 6: Cities and Urban Land Use - 6.1

Unit 7: Industrial and Economic Development - 7.8

Instructional Guide

Use the collection of slides to introduce important 
geographic concepts related to South Texas. The 
purpose of the lesson is to engage the students in an 
archaeological discovery of the past to promote a 
positive perspective of place in the present. 

The University of Texas RGV via the CHAPS program 
has produced invaluable resources and research 
that supports the lesson, many of the slides contain 
links that will redirect you to the UTRGV site. 

Upon completion of the lesson take some time to 
reflect on how the students perspective of South 
Texas has changed, whether there is a heightened 
level appreciation of where they are from, and a 
stronger sense of empowerment of where they are 
situated in the story of South Texas.

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/index.htm


ANCIENT LANDSCAPES OF SOUTH TEXAS



https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/_files/documents/alst-map-02182022.pdf








La Villa Meteorite Click on the Title 
and Image to 

Learn More

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/la-villa-meteorite/index.htm
https://rgvtrails.oncell.com/en/la-villa-meteorite-315046.html




Roma Sandstone Click on the Title 
and Image to 

Learn More

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/43-mya-gulf-of-mexico-shoreline/roma-sandstone/index.htm
https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/43-mya-gulf-of-mexico-shoreline/index.htm




Catahoula Volcanic Ash Click on the Title 
and Image to 

Learn More

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/27-mya-catahoula-volcanic-ash/catahoula-volcanic-ash/index.htm
https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/27-mya-catahoula-volcanic-ash/index.htm




La Sal del Rey Click on the Title 
and Image to 

Learn More

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/la-sal-del-rey/index.htm
https://youtu.be/MZ1d9ZSxuN4




South Texas Sand Sheet Click on the Title 
and Image to 

Learn More

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/south-texas-sand-sheet/index.htm
https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/south-texas-sand-sheet/sand-dunes/index.htm




Pleistocene Megafauna Click on the Title 
and Image to 

Learn More

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/landscapes/pleistocene-megafauna/index.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleistocene_megafauna














AP Human Geography FRQ: Ancient Landscapes
Insert the following MAP:

A. Define the concept of sequent occupance.
B. Describe how the ancient landscapes of South Texas reveal different eras of 

settlement in the region.
C. Explain how placelessness creates uniform landscapes that limit distinctive 

traits of a place.
D. Use the map to identify the change in the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico at 

different times.
E. Identify a contemporary technological feature on the landscape of South 

Texas.
F. Using an example from the Ancient Landscapes of South Texas, explain how 

the human environment interaction has been integral in fostering human 
settlement. 

G. Explain how the location of South Texas represents a frontier that has 
attracted migration and human settlement over time. 

https://www.utrgv.edu/ancient-landscapes-southtexas/_files/documents/alst-map-02182022.pdf


Ancient Landscapes FRQ Rubric
A: Sequent occupance is the notion that successive societies leave their cultural imprints on a place, each 
contributing to the cumulative cultural landscape.
B. Settlement in South Texas has existed for thousands of years as evidenced by the artifacts that have 
been left behind by the indigenous (chert and mortar holes), Spanish settlers (hand-dug wells), Mexican 
and Texan settlers (salt mines and windmills), and wind turbines contemporarily. 
C. The increase of globalization and influence of corporations has led to a reduction in local 
distinctiveness on the landscape. Placelessness can be seen by the development of fast food chains and 
retail stores on the landscape that are common across the United States.
D. The shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico has been located west from its present location at 2 different points 
on the map: Eocene time period, 43 million years ago and Oligocene time period 27 million years ago.
E. One contemporary technological feature on the map are wind turbines. Museums, mines, and Mexican 
Free Tailed Bat Colony are also acceptable.
F. The map shows ancient Native American foot trails that create a route from the Rio Grande River to salt 
mines north of the river. Native Americans used the water and salt to grow and preserve food and were 
also sites for hunting. 
G. The natural resources and geographic features of South Texas have historically provided an 
environmental pull factor influencing human settlement. As a location it has been settled by different 
groups of people across thousands of years, and continues to be a site people are desperately seeking to 
migrate towards. 


