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AUSTRIA 
 
Dr. Art Brownlow: MUSI 1306 – Music Appreciation  
Minimester, May 14 – June 01, 2018  
Study in Vienna, Austria, the City of Music. Home of Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Strauss, Brahms, & 
Mahler. Tour palaces, museums & composers’ homes. Hear music in the world’s greatest concert halls.  
 
Dr. John Isbell: GERM 2312 – Conversational German (No Prerequisites) 
Summer I, June 4 – 17, 2018  
The course in Conversational German is offered as a Study Abroad class with language immersion in Vienna, an 
Imperial capital for 600 years. Activities are designed to enable the students’ practice in listening and speaking in 
everyday situations using the German language. Students will also continue to discover German culture, via 
presentations and immersion; thus, the course aims to promote cross-cultural understanding. 
 
BELIZE  
 
Dr. David Hicks: BIOL 4411 – Coral Reef Ecology   
Summer I 
This course includes lecture, lab, and field study of coral reef ecosystems. Emphasis is placed on directed, field-
oriented, individual research projects as a means of examining community function and structure, zonation, 
taxonomy, morphology, evolutionary patterns, and importance of coral reefs which would be ineffective in the 
absence of immersion in tropical systems. 
 
BRAZIL 
 
Dr. Camilla Montoya: PSYC 4326 – Cross Cultural Psychology   
Minimester, May 12-26, 2018 
This is a study abroad course that provides both a lecture and hands-on approach to learning about multiple 
cultural clusters, through reading and personal observations. The objectives of the course are to create awareness 
of diverse multicultural behaviors, and develop an appreciation for different multicultural perspectives. The course 
will include an overview of cultural dimensions and practices, including religion, gender, power, language, food, 
health, myths, values, ethics, etc. 
 
The course examines how culture shapes our cognition and behavior. In addition to exploring intercultural contact 
and cross-cultural research methods, the following areas in psychology are analyzed from a cross-national 
perspective: perception, cognition, human development, attitudes and interpersonal relations. 
 
CHINA 
 
Ping Xu: ARTS 4337 – Digital Photography 
Robert Gilbert: ARTS 4388 – Special Topics (Visual Travel Journal)  
CHIN 1311 – Beginning Chinese I  
Minimester/Summer I, May 14 – June 29, 2018 
Students will complete several projects of digital photography through Adobe Photoshop CC 2017 and Adobe 

Lightroom CC 2017 that integrate color, tone, retouching, and create imagery in a dynamic view, and become 

familiar with the process of digital photography, and work effectively in a conceptual problem solving studio 

format. The project asset will be collected through the study abroad travel journal. After spending several days 

visiting various sites in Beijing, the study abroad team will take the fast train to Hengyang in Hunan province. 

Students will stay at Hengyang Normal University for the remainder of the trip, taking several trips to national 

parks and exploring the local area. Students will also use the computer lab and lighting studio at the university to 

work on their projects. 
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COSTA RICA 
 
Dr. Pamela Herring: ENGL 4300 – Special Topics (Living, Reading, Writing Nature) 
Minimester  
This section of English 4300 will stress critical observation, discussion, reading, thinking and writing skills. Personal 
interactions with nature and our author Jack Ewing will be written about in journal format. How 
Hacienda Baru began, what it takes to maintain the refuge and what the future may hold will also be discussion 
and reading topics that will be written about in critical response form. We will also be discussing and writing about 
the ideas in Gift From the Sea. 
 
FRANCE 
 
Dr. Margarita Isbell: FREN 4339 – Special Topics in French 
This course can cover a wide range of topics associated with French and Francophone Cultures. May be repeated 
up to three times. Prerequisites: ENGL 1301 (or ENGL 1387) and ENGL 1302 (or ENGL 1388); FREN 1311 and FREN 
1312 
  
Regine Pellicer: ENGL 2315 – Humans & Language 
Minimester May 14 – 29, 2018 
This course is looking at language and what causes the evolution of a language (wars, migration, globalization, etc). 
When 2 languages meet it can result in the coexistence of 2 languages (like in the Valley), the borrowing of foreign 
words, or the overtaking of one language (like what happened to Native American languages) and the 
endangerment and death of others. 
Students will analyze data to satisfy core requirements. Data collection will be done in France using pictures, 
movies, interview, etc. Even though we will look at the situation in France, the concepts we learn are universal and 
students will be able to see connections with their own lives and the situation in the US, the Valley, and Mexico. 
 
GERMANY 
 
Dr. Reto Felix: MARK 4370 
Lüneburg, Germany  
Minimester, May 24-June 6, 2018 
This program is hosted by Leuphana University of Lüneburg, Germany. Students stay either in the dorms or with 
host families. All facilities (university, city center) can be reached within walking distances. Luneburg is very strong 
in environmental protection and allows students to experience first-hand a comparatively sustainable life style. 
Students learn about German business practices in the classroom (e.g. communication, negotiations, marketing, 
management) and experience German history and culture through a series of included program excursions. The 
experience in Germany will enable students from UTRGV to see their home countries with different eyes and 
appreciate diversity between different cultures. 
 
Dr. Friederike Bruehoefener: HIST 2322 – World History II  
Dr. Riccardo Pizzinato: HIST 1304 – Art History II 
Berlin, Germany 
Summer I 
The two proposed courses cover a broad range of topics that focus on Europe and the world. The places that will 
be visited in and around Berlin represent centuries of German, European, and global histories. Staying in the 
international city of Berlin allows students to connect with a wide range of cultures and people. Students will be 
able to identify national, regional, and cultural differences as well as commonalities that transcend borders. The 
program provides students with the possibility to reflect on their own culture, identify, and heritage, while 
engaging with the unknown and the unfamiliar. 
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ITALY 
 
June 6 – June 26, 2018 
Florence, with its plethora of museums, churches, and historical sites was the birthplace of the Italian Renaissance 
and is in effect, a living classroom. Formal classrooms will be housed in the CAPA center in a 500 year old palazzo in 
the historic center of Florence. 
 
Courses offered in program: 
Dr. Caroline Miles: ENG 4300 – Advanced Topics in Lit. and Cultural Studies  
Dr. Thomas Pearson: PHIL 2326 – Ethics, Technology & Society  
Dr. Gregory Gilson: PHIL 1366 – Philosophy and History of Science & Technology  
Donna Sweigart: ARTS 4388 & ARTS 6387 – Special Topics in Art Patterns of the Renaissance  
 
IRELAND 
 
Dr. Brian Warren: THTF 4303 – Irish Plays & Playwrights  
Shoney Flores: ENGL 3300 – Introduction to English Studies  

Minimester 

This course introduces students to the English major focusing on critical reading of texts, appropriate critical 

thinking patterns for research and writing within the disciplines covered within the English major--literature and 

cultural studies, rhetoric and composition, linguistics, English education, and creative writing. Dublin and 

surrounding Irish locales are ideal for discussing the effect of Irish history and culture on dramatic literature. 

 
JAPAN 
 
Dr. Robert Hoppens: HIST 4349 – History & Culture in Japan   
Summer II, July 29 to August 12, 2018 
The course goal is to give students a direct and immersive experience with Japanese culture and an understanding 
of the history that shaped that culture. Prior to departure, students will familiarize themselves with basic 
information regarding the history and culture of Japan through textbook and other readings with the instructor. 
Students will then travel to Tokyo, Kyoto, Himeji and Hiroshima sites that are all directly relevant to the history and 
contemporary culture of Japan.  
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MEXICO 
 
Dr. John A. Cook: COMM 4303 – Cross Cultural Research through Ethnography, History, and Art 

Mexico City & Tepoztlán, Mexico  

Summer I, June 10-23, 2018 

This class will teach you how to use qualitative methods in intercultural communication research. Particular 

emphasis will be given to the object language of art, architecture and history, interviews and focus groups, 

historical research and ethnographic research. This will help you learn to value and better understand a European 

Hispanic culture. 

 
Dr. Noe Vargas Hernandez: MECE 4333 – Engineering together Sustainable Communities 
Ensenada, Baja California México  
Summer I 
This course provides a comprehensive educational experience to participating students. The focus is on 
Sustainability Engineering, understood as the balance of People, Profit, and Planet.  We teach the fundamental 
principles, software and tools and the students work on community based service learning projects  to solve 
sustainability issues in areas such as energy consumption, water resources, food security, etc. 
 
Dr. Teresa Patricia Feria: BIOL 4388 – Global Change Ecology  
Mérida, Yucatán Mexico  
Summer I 
This class addresses issues related to the main drivers affecting natural systems worldwide, including climate 
change and how it is affecting endangered species, invasive species, and vector borne diseases. This is and 
experimental learning course that aims that the  understand historical and current factors that drive global change, 
learn mechanisms by which species are responding to global change, provide hands-on experience in monitoring 
and predicting species; response to global change and understand what the possible solutions for global change 
are and how to apply them. 
 
PERU 
 
Minimester, May 14 to June 8, 2018 
This program is designed around the living classroom, which is the area of Cuzco and the Sacred Valley of the Incas. 
The goal is to completely immerse students in the Andean world. Students have the opportunity to choose from 
the following courses in this program: 
Dr. Robert Bradley: ARTS 4359/6354 – Topics in Art History/The Inka Trail  
Dr. Katherine McAllen: ARTS 4391/6355 – Latin American Art/Splendors of Colonial Cuzco  
Dr. Mark Andersen: HONR 4388 – Honors Study Abroad/Ecosystems of the Peruvian Andes 
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SOUTH KOREA 
 
Mijin Oh-Villarreal: FORL 1392 – Beginning Korean Studies II 
May 14-28, 2018 
South Korean culture and history is rich in tradition that has been naturally embedded into every facet of its 
society. It is an entirely different world that will challenge some of the most basic or fundamental beliefs students 
have about other parts of the world. Despise the short time that may be spent there, experiencing a culture that 
encapsulates a different etiquette and uses a new set of ritualized interactions will give our students a deepened 
sense of self-awareness that can change their lives forever.   
 
This course can be taught in cities such as Seoul, Yongin, Suwon, Cheonan-Asan, Jinju, and Sacheon. In South 
Korea, some of the more popular and culturally rich areas which may best serve the purposes of our studies 
include Soonchunhyang University, Dalpaenge communiy school, numerous museums, factory, historical palaces, 
temples, folk villages and traditional markets as well as the traditional folk music center.  
 
Dr. Joo Jung: MGMT 4300/6332 – International Project Management  
Minimester, May 14, 2018- May 26, 2018 
This course discusses both qualitative and quantitative aspects of the international project management. Topics 
include various issues that project managers face during a project life cycle of initiation, planning, execution and 
termination. Fundamental project management methodologies are discussed while application of these 
methodologies into the course project is the main objective of the course. Also, we will discuss and compare doing 
business in the U.S. and South Korea/Japan. The course will include interacting with universities, companies and 
cultural attractions. The opportunity to study business in Asia will help students to expand their perspectives and 
gain a deeper understanding of business and economics. Experiencing life and learning while studying abroad is a 
life-changing opportunity. 
 
SPAIN 
 
Dr. José Esteban Hernández: SPAN 2315 
Dr. Yanina Hernandez: SPAN 1312  
Dr. John Foreman: ENGL 2315 
Other courses offered:  
SPAN 6318: Las Lenguas de la Peninsula Ibérica. 
SPAN 4317 Special Topics in Hispanic Linguistics 
Summer II 
These courses will contribute to the University’s commitment to an increase in the bilingual, biliterate, and 
bicultural abilities of our student body. We believe that the program will enhance our students’ awareness and 
appreciation for multiculturalism and multilingualism, by exposing them to new linguistic and cultural experiences. 
Our program will guarantee maximum exposure to new bilingual environment where students will have ample 
opportunities to use Spanish, the target language.
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UNITED KINGDOM 

Dr. Bruce Reed: REHS 3320/6380 – Family and Disability in the UK  
Edinburgh, Scotland 
June 10 – June 22, 2018 
London, England 
June 22 – June 30, 2018 
Summer I 
Led by Dr. Bruce Reed, director of the UTRGV School of Rehabilitation Services and Counseling in the College of 
Health Affairs, students meet with rehabilitation leaders at universities and agencies in Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
London, England. 

Dr. Ruth Crutchfield: COMD 6370 – Seminar in Speech Language Pathology Culturally and Linguistic Diverse 

Pops.  

Edinburgh, Scotland & London  

Minimester 

The purpose of this course is to enhance student knowledge in culturally and linguistically diverse populations in 

the visiting country. We will be comparing cultural aspects of the country’s population and be discussing cultural 

diversity while at the same time immersing the students in a novel cultural and social environment. 

Marianita Escamilla: ENG 3351 – Introduction to Creative Writing  

London, England  

Minimester, May 19 – 30, 2018 

This course enables students to see the world beyond the Rio Grande Valley, allowing students to develop a sense 

of maturity and self-awareness about themselves and their connection to the world.  

Jennifer Saxton: THTF 3333 – Costume Design  

London, England 

Summer II, June 15 – July 02, 2018 

Costume Design (THTF 3333) relates to the study and practice of the art of the costume designer, the theater/film 

artist who determines the visual appearance of characters in performance.  This course covers the textual analysis, 

elements of design, research, conceptual development, and process of developing a costume design as a member 

of a collaborative team working toward telling a story.  As a study abroad course, students will also visit costume 

collections and museums, watch professional theatrical productions, and tour London and the surrounding 

area.  No sewing, no prerequisites, all majors welcome.  

Dr. Richard Edmonson: THTF 2313 – Readings in Dramatic Literature 

Edinburgh & Glasgow, Scotland  

Summer II, July 28, 2018 - August 07, 2018 

In this class you will read and view a variety of plays by a variety of playwrights. This course is a survey of drama 

from various historical periods and from various countries. Appreciation of these works will be enhanced by class 

activities, discussions, lectures, and critiques. This course also examines the historical, political, cultural, and 

theatrical significance of these plays. The opportunity to study drama in Scotland will expand your horizons and 

will help you gain a deeper understanding of the lives and inspirations of these playwrights. 

 


